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PREFATORY NOTICE 


TO THE 


READER. 


1 X order to remove from your mind, 
most res])ected Reader, any su.sj)icion 
that tlie following story is the figment 
of any own brain, I hold it to he ne- 
(“tissary that I should make knowm to 
you the manner in which it came into 
my possession ; and which 1 purpose 
to accompli.sh in the easiest manner 
to myself, by presenting you witli the 
copy of a letter lately written by me 
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to a particular Mend di' Mne upon 
this subject. But as it njiist occupy 
a number of pages, and, of course, 
take up some consideratde time in the 
perusal ; and as I perfectly agree with 
the Prince of Novelists, that prefaces 
are seldom or never read, I shall at 
present defer giving the history of its 
discovery ; and, availing mys(‘lf of the 
high example of some of my j)rede- 
cessors, reserve it to I'orm the mate- 
rials of a concluding Address. — I have 
been led to this determination by. my 
great anxiety that it. .shoidd be read, 
in order to its being perfectly under- 
stocKl, that little more has been'dohe 
than to copy an old ]\rS., which pre- 
tends (with what ])robability let the 
reader judge for himself) to explain 
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one of the dsrkest and most mysteri- 
ous pages ^ the History of Scotland. 
But should any one doubt, after the 
faitliful account given in tlie conclu- 
ding Letter, of the manner iu wliidh 
the IMS. was disoovered, let him repair 
to the sj)ot there mentioned as the 

tit 

place of its concealment, when he will 
l)C convinced of my veracity; that is to 
say, il'he has ingenuity enough, by fol- 
lowing my directions, to find out the 
aiKrture by wl)ich I entered. Yfet 
should be fail in the attempt, do not 
let him presumptuously judge by the 
erring rules of what he may term pro- 
bability, and venture to pronounce 
them the measure of possibility, by af- 
firming that I have not spoken truth ; 
but rather let him judge with can- 
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dour, and believe, that the materials 
of these volumes were found, as I 
have stated, in the before-mentioned 
Letter, which is a true copy of that 
written to my friend ; premising only, 
that the names of persons I have had 
occasion to mention, are changed for 
those that are feigned ; and that in 
many of the leading incidents, I have 
added the traditions of the neighbour- 
hood to the account given in the an- 
cient MS. — ^And now, kind Reader, I 
have only to express my hope that 
you will be as much amused by the 
following pages, as is sincerely wish- 
ed by 

Your most obedient 
humble servant. 

Peregrine Rover. 


Sept€ftiber S, 18J2S. 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

Relijinous «pite and pious npleen bred first 
The quarrel which ao Jong the bigots nurst. 

Tate. 


Fii():M tlic year 1579, in which King 
James the Sixth of Scotland assumed the 
reins of goveniment, until the year 1600, 
the period at which our story commences, 
his conduct and views had been the sub- 
ject of anxious investigation to the Roman 
Pontiff, and all of the Catholic persuasion. 

The innovations, which at that time threat- 
ened the Roman Catholic religion with an- 
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nihilation, redoubled the and enter- 
prizing spirit of its professors. It was there- 
fore with the greatest satisfiiction that they 
beheld James, who was born of Popish pa- 
rents, choose for his counselbrs and favour- 
ites members of their Cbtirch, and they 
continued to view with pleasure his con- 
stant dissensions with the Presbyterian 
Kirk, and the reluctance with which he 
granted her demands ; nor did they aban- 
don their hopes, when, in the year 1592, 
the Presbyterian church-government had 
risen to a degree of power greater than it 
had ever yet attained. In that year, the 
machinations of the Popish I^ords and the 
Earl of llothwell, together with the King’s 
being suspected of having connived at the 
murder of the Earl of Murray, had render- 
ed his people extremely discontented ; and 
in order, by a popular act, to regain liis as- 
cendency, James publicly avowed his de- 
voted attachment to the Kirk of Scotland, 
and granted a repeal of many statutes ini- 
mical to her interests ; he also allowed the 
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authority of the General Assembly for call- 
ing meetings, whose acts should be consi- 
dered valid, without the presence or assent 
of the King. Yet these proceedings, which 
accorded so ill with his former indulgence to 
the Catholics, and his well-known high and 
unbounded ideas of his own prerogative, did 
not deceive those who were accustomed to 
penetrate deeper than the surface, and by 
such he was considered as still secretly at- 
tached to the Catholic religion. 

But, in the year 1600, the Catholic.^ be- 
came confirmed in their belief of the King 
of Scotlaiurs intention to support their in- 
terests ; for at that time so great a revolu- 
tion* took place in the affairs of the Kirk, 
that the dominion of the King, in ecclesi- 
astical matters, became absolute. He had 
restored the Popisli Lords to their forfeited 
estates and honours, and reinstated in the 
temporalities of his benefice Beaton, the 
Popisli Archbishop of Glasgow, whom lie 
had sent on an embassy to France. Lord 
Ilumc was also despatched by him on a se- 
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crct mission to the Pope, and his Holiness 
had received a letter, signed by James, 
(either written by the King, or the contri- 
vance of his secretary,) wherein he express- 
ed his great regard for the Pontiff, and his 
determination to consider the Catholics 
with favour, and soliciting him to make 
Drummond, Bishop of Vaison, who was by 
birth a Scotchman, a Cardinal, that the 
communication between the Holy See and 
Court of Scotland, might be more facilitated. 
At this time, likewise. Sir James Lindsey 
iyas employed to interest the English Pa- 
pists in favour of James’s claim to the 
crown of England, as the advanced age of 
Elizabeth rendered it probable that* the 
time drev/ near, when her throne would be 
occupied by another. The prior claim of 
the King of Scotland directed all eyes to 
him as her successor; and, to strengthen 
James in his attachment to the Catholics, 
and stimulate him to remain steady to their 
interests. Pope Clement VIII. issued two 
briefs to the people of England, enjoining 
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them to unite in using all expedients to 
prevent any. monarch from ascending the 
throne of England on the death of Eliza* 
beth, who was not of tlie Catholic religion, 
and who would not swear to maintain and 
defend it. All these circumstances com- 
bined, created the most extravagant hopes 
in the breasts of the Roman Catholics, and 
they already anticipated a complete triumph 
over Protestantism, both in Scotland and 
England. 

It was at this juncture that John, Earl 
of Cowrie, a Scotch nobleman of powerful 
influence, who had been absent from his da- 
tive country for six years, was upon the eve 
of leturning to it. lie was the lineal de- 
scendant of the ancient house of Ruthven, 
who were the earliest leaders, and most zeal- 
ous supporters of the Reformation, and he 
cherished the same sentiments in favour of 
Protestantism which had actuated his fore- 
fathers, and which he had further strength- 
ened by a recent residence of three months 
at Geneva, with the venerable Theodore 
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Beza, the colleague of Calvin, and one of 
the principal pillars of the reformed Church* 
This nobleman was son to William, Earl 
of Cowrie, who was beheaded at Stirling, 
during James’s minority, in the year 1584, 
and grandson to tliat Lord Ruthven, whose 
share in the death of David Rizzio is so 
well known. 

James had taken the utmost pains to 
conciliate this young man, who was pos- 
sessed of wealth and power superior to any 
other nobleman in Scotland, by bestowing 
many favours on him, and by writing to 
him with his own hand, after he left Scot- 
land to finish his education at the Univer- 
' sity of Padua, which proves that the Iving 
had been always desirous of securing the 
advantages likely to result from making a 
favourable impression on his mind, and ren- 
ders it j)robable that his youth gave James 
hopes that he might, by loading him with 
benefits, attach him exclusively to himself 
and his interests. It was also probable, 
that, as the Earl received the favours of the 
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King with respect and gratitude, he did 
not bear resentment against his sovereign 
for the death of his father, but entirely at- 
tributed that efent to the plots of his cne- 
mi* s. Ihit, notwithstanding these proba- 
bilities, it may be supposed that there were 
fears on the side of James and the Catho- 
lics, arising out of the general character of 
the Earl’s family for intrepidity and firm- 
ness, as well as staunch attachment to Pro- 
testantism ; nor, in that age, would there 
have been any thing singular in his availing 
himself at some future period of his influ- 
ence, to revenge his father’s death ; nor was 
it unlikely that he might prove a stumbling- 
block to the Romish Church, who beheld,* 
with a jealous eye, the communion he held 
with Ueza, and the visit paid by him to the 
court of Elizabeth, on his way to Scotland, 
at the instigation of her ambassador, with 
whom he formed a friendship at Paris. Add 
to this, that they were not ignorant that 
his return to hi native land was hailed, by 
both English and Scottish Protestants, as 
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favourable to the reformed rdigion, and we 
may well suppose his actions wore consider- 
ed of no small consequence, and were like- 
ly to be most sedulously watched, and every 
means adopted to counteract in them what- 
ever James, or theCatholies, might imagine 
prejudicial to their interests ; and the inter- 
ference of the Jesuits in the politics of 
Europe at that period being too notorious 
to admit of refutation, the Pope could not 
have selected a more appropriate agent to 
fill the oflSce of spy at the court of Scotland, 
than the member of that fraternity who ap- 
pears in the following story, — chosen from 
that association, who owed their existence 
to a design formed by their founder, Igna- 
tius Loyala, of combating the enlightened 
IjUthcr, and the truths which emanated 
from that divine Book of holy writ, by 
which he had withdrawn the Papal veil 
from the eyes of so great a part of the 
world, and which threatened the Romish 
tenets with total extirpation. It was the 
system of the Society of Jesus, that, where 
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the Cliurch was concerned, the end sancti- 
fied the means employed for her welfare ; 
and the fruits of this doctrine of expediency 
were, of course, when her supposed interests 
demanded it, treachery, treason, and assas- 
sination. This Society was subjected to few 
laws in common with other religious orders 
of their faith, that their services might be 
untrammelcd by any vows which could mi- 
litate against the entire devotion they swore 
to the mandates of their General, or Supe- 
rior. A regular account was kept, at all 
the seminaries established for the education 
of the intended members, of the disposi- 
tions, talents, and attainments, of the re- 
spective pupils, which, being regularly 
transmitted to the Superior, and a strict 
watch kept over them during the years of 
their probation, enabled him to choose with 
certainty, such instruments as were most fit 
for any service to which he might destine 
them. Their General was chosen for life, 
and possessed the most unbounded power. 
He alone nominated the oflScers employed 
A 2 
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in the government of the Society, whom he 
could remove at pleasure ; in him was also 
vested the uncontrolled disposal of the im- 
mense revenues and incalculable riches of 
the order ; and to his commands the mem- 
bers were not only sworn to render the 
strictest outward obedience, but to resign 
their wills and understandings. 

That these men were employed by the 
Pope to forward his views in every country 
in the world, and every court in Europe, we 
are assured by all historians who have writ- 
ten of the times in which they flourished. 

Having said thus much by way of ex- 
planation, it now remains for the enlight- 
ened reader of the following story to judge 
how much credit he ought to attach to many 
of its leading incidents, — for which there is 
no other authority save tradition, and the 
foresaid ancient manuscript. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Be as kind an HostM as you have been to me, and you can 
never fail of another husband. 


Drydek. 


It was about eight o’clock in the evening 
of a stormy day, near the end of the month 
of February 1600, that a boat from a fo- 
reign galley, then lying in the Frith of 
Forth, put on shore a male and female 
j)assengcr opposite to the little town of 
Musselburgh. The female, who was en- 
feebled by a long and tempestuous voyage, 
leaned for support on her corajianion, who 
appeared too much encumbered by some- 
thing he carried under his long and ample 
cloak, to render her any assistance. 

The night was extremely cold, and a 
boisterous north-wind impelled volumes of 
black clouds across the moon, which caused 
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the travellers, ever and anon, to be iifvolved 
in darkness — ^but the distance was short, 
and they soon reached the town of Mussel- 
burgh, where, addressing the first person 
they encountered, they inquired for a house 
of public reception. The man whom they 
happened to accost, answered their question 
in that good-humoured tone of voice which 
carries with it assurance of a certain bene- 
volent good will, and which at once dissi- 
pates the fear of ^ving trouble. 

“ Follow me,” said he, “ and I’ll tak ye 
to the hostelry of Loretto ; and I’ll be cau- 
tion' an’ ye were King James himsel’, ye 
might be content wi’ your lodging. — I ken 
Ae house weel, for I serve the mistress 
wi’ fish, and a sonsy woman is she, and 
weel deserving o’ the wale o’ my catching, 
for she is aye reasonable wi’ the price, and 
gi’cs me a soup brandy-wine forby to warm 
my inside withal. But,” said he, making 
a sudden halt, “ I gang ou’r fast, I’m doubt- 
ing, for that neebour o’ yours, who seems un- 
co silly and canna weel keep up wi’ us ; she 
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had better tak^ baud o’ me, and 111 gang at 
mair leisure?, for ye seem oii’r sair laden to 
help her yourse?; but we have na far gait 
to gang at ony rate, and then she will be 
weel seen till, for the Lady o’ Loretto is 
unco kind and civil till her guests.” 

The Lady of Loretto,” said the woman 
who had accepted his proffered service, and 
now leaned upon his arm, ‘‘ that title sounds 
strangely in my cars. I pray you, why is she 
so called ?” 

Because yc maun ken,” replied the 
fisherman, that the hostel of Loretto was 
once a part o’ the auld bigging that was 
sac meiklc thought o’ a while sync, when 
tfic deevil’s skipper, the Pope, guided the 
helm ; but I’m thinking ye’ll be of my no- 
tion once ye win in, that it’s put to a wysser- 
like purpose now, than when it cuitlcd up a 
wheen lazy monks, at the expense o’ poor 
deluded creatures, who thought themselves 
weel repaid, (bless their doited souls !) whan 
the cursed auld hypocrites gied them some 
bit rotten timmer to glour at, that they call- 
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ed a piece of the true cross, or tolled them 
the Lady o’ Loretto wad gar their sins be 
forgeen them : now, I say,” continued he, 
“ that onr T^ady o’ Loretto is wordye a 
thousand o’ her, for though she taks your 
money, she gi’es ye something better for it 
than leeing promises.” 

Toward the conclusion of this speech, 
which was uttered with much glee, the wo- 
man, with an involuntary shudder of hor- 
ror, withdrew her arm from her supporter, 
and inwardly ejaculated, “ Holy Mother of 
Grod, forgive me for having listened to this 
blrffepheray !” and laying her hand on her 
fellow traveller, while the fisherman pro- 
•ceeded a few steps before, she said, in an 
under voice, 

“ Pray for me, my brother, lest I shrink 
from the arduous task appointed me in this 
land of reprobation.” 

“ Think not so meanly of yourself, as to 
dread that any sulFerings you may sustain, 
holy mother,” replied her companion, “ can 
prevent your persevering in the blessed pur- 
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pose of saving a soul from the damning 
grasp of the heretics ; and, trust me, the 
fears you have now expressed, arc entirely 
occasioned by bodily weakness, which ever 
operates, in some degree, upon the mind.”^ 

“ I am, indeed,” said she, ** forespent 
with travel, and can hardly drag along my 
wearied limbs.” 

“Ye will ha’e nae need #o trail them 
meikle farther, for here we arc at the gate,” 
said the fishennan, as he pushed it open ; 
and they perceived by the light of the moon, 
which now shone more clearly, that they 
stood before a building of an ancient and 
peculiar form, the stones of which were pro- 
fusely ornamented with carving. It had 
been erected some time after the original 
monastic pile, when the fame of this chapel, 
dedicated to our Lady of Loretto, had 
drawn to it numerous crowds of devotees, 
and had been appropriated to the use of such 
strangers as could not be accommodated in 
the town of Musselburgh ; for inns were at 
that time thinly scattered in Scotland, and 
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the traveller, whether bound on a journey 
of business or devotion, was received, and 
hospitably entertained, at the numerous re- 
ligious houses, which, from the magnificence 
of their architecture, and the cultivation of 
the lands appertaining to them, had, before 
the Reformation, enriched and beautified 
the aspect of the country. From the gate 
our travelieracrossed a court-yard surround- 
ed by a high wall, and entered the porch of 
the building, from whence they followed 
their guide into a kind of hall, the ceiling 
of which appeared to reach to the roof of the 
edifice, the upper chambers opening into a 
corridor or gallery, underneath which were 
•orresponding small apartments or cells, 
having each a door to the common hall, 
which, from its size, was capable of accom- 
modating many separate parties, or such 
large meetings as might be called together 
on public occasions. In the middle of this 
apartment, stood the mistress of the man- 
sion, giving orders to a damsel, who was 
leaning over the rail of the gallery to re- 
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ceive instructions. The jolly figure of 
our hostess* was clad in a kirtle of scarlet 
woollen cloth, of the brightest hue; and 
as fine cloths of that description were not 
then the manufacture of Scotland, but usu- 
ally imported -from France, and consequent- 
ly bore an extravagant price, this circum- 
stance, together with a massy silver chain, 
by whicli was suspended from her side a 
ponderous bunch of keys, instructed thebe- 
holder that she possessed both wealth, and an 
inclination to display it. Notwithstanding, 
however, this Lady of Loretto’s pomp of 
exterior, (which, perhaps, she might think 
it incumbent on her to exhibit, as successor 
to that splendidly attired lady whose rcpre« 
sentative she was, according to the desig- 
nation bestowed on her by her facetious 
neighbours ;) — yet, was it far from her in- 
tention to intimate thereby, that she was 
in any measure above her business, for on 
all occasions she was a most active, and, as 
the fisherman said, a kind and obliging 
landlady, and fully aware, that her atten- 



18 


ST JOHKSTOUN. 


tion and civility to her guests had gained 
the good name her inn possessed, on which 
she piqued herself not a little, and it was 
her pride to continue a mode of conduct, by 
which she had not only acquired fame, but 
very considerable profit. 

On opening the door, our fisherman had 
advanced toward her with an obeisance, 
which possibly the recollection of the sto- 
machic tendency of her brandy, made some- 
what lower than it would otherwise have 
been. 

Weel, honest Nicol,” said she, as her 
go<^-humoured eye glanced on the travel- 
lers beyond him, “ wliac have ye brought 
^s here ?” 

“ Sooth, mistress, that wad fickle me 
to tell,” replied Nicol; “ but they are twa 
travellers I forgathered wi’ at the town end, 
as I was gaun doun to gi’c the boat a 
bit look for fear o’ this wind, and as they 
were spccring for a public, I e’en brought 
them here, and seeing ye help me to live, 
it was but my duty ye ken.” 
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“ Thanks to ye, Nicol,” said our land- 
lady ; “ tak an air of the fire this cauld 
night — And, Cicel,” said she, calling to 
one of her woraen-servants, “ gie Nicol 
Partan a drap brandy-wine.” Then turn- 
ing to the strangers, she .said, “ Will ye be 
pleased to sit near the fire ?” and she drew 
toward it a large high-backed chair, for the 
accommodation of the female traveller, who 
sunk into it, apparently half dead with cold 
and fatigue. 

“ Od save ns !” said the fisherman, in an 
accent of astonishment, “ de'il the like o’ 
that ever I saw ! — and the beast to siUsae 
canny a’ the time he was sac steiked up !” 

‘ These exclamations were called forth* 
when, throwing from his left arm a small 
leathern case, somewhat resjcmbling the 
portmanteau of modern days, the stranger 
unbuttoned his large cloak, and disencum- 
bered his right hand, on which sat a white 
gyr-falcon, of extraordinary size and beauty. 
The bird shook her feathers, and raised her 
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wings, as if in joy of emancipation from 
confinement. 

“ Poor bird !” said her master, “ thou, 
too, hast suffered from thy voyage, as well 
as thy companions ! — ^but thou shalt have a 
perch whereon to peck and prune thyself, 
and thy supper to boot, before I take mine 
own.” And turning to his hostess, was about 
to request to be shewn to a sleeping-apart- 
ment, which he intended to share with his 
feathered friend, for whose comfort and safe- 
ty he appeared particularly solicitous, when 
the light falling on the face of his fellow- 
traveller, discovered to him the wanness of 
her features, the extreme languor of her eyes, 
pud the (hfficulty with which she appeared 
to 'breathe. 

“ You arc much indisposed indeed, my 
sister !" said he ; “ suffer our landlady to 
lead you immediately to a place of repose, — 
and,” continued he, addressing.his hostess, 
who was employed in unfastening the 
doak and hood of his companion, while she 
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was waJinly recommending the vivifying 
effects of a sack-posset, “ I beg my sis- 
ter may have the best accommodation this 
house affords, for which you shall be cheer- 
fully remunerated, nor shall you find me 
ungrateful for any attention you may have 
it in your power to bestow.” 

This request and assurance caused the 
Lady of Loretto to summon from their oc- 
cupations two strapping wenches, who ware 
employed in household affairs at the lower 
end of the apartment, and who, with the 
assistance of their mistress, speedily convey- 
ed the person of the invalid to one o&the 
gallery chambers, where having deposited 
Ifcr in bed, administered the before-meur 
tioned sack-posset, and left her to that re- 
pose she so much required, our hostess de- 
scended to receive the commands of her 
other guest, not without some degree of 
curiosity concerning her newly-arrived in- 
mates, just as our friend Nicol, who still 
lingered over the fire, in order to discovar 
something more satisfactory than he had 
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yet been able to learn respecting tfiose to 
whom he had acted as land-pilpt, made an 
efibrt to extract information. 

“ Ye spake something anent being new 
come off’ a voyage, I think, sir,” said he, 
addressing the stranger ; “ I trow it could- 
na’ be in the bay ye landed, on sic a night 
as this ?” 

“It was, I suppose, in the bay,’' replied the 
stranger, for it was very near to this place. 
I considered it more advisable, in the pre- 
sent state of my sister’s health, to lodge her 
in a small quiet town like this, than amidst 
thejbustle of trade at Leith, or within the 
coniines of the city of Edinburgh, especially 
p our stay may be of some continuance.’^ 
And where come ye from,” said our 
landlady, — for, being extremely communi- 
cative of her own affairs, she had no idea 
of reserve in others. 

The stranger answered this interrogatory 
with apparent readiness. — \Vc come,” 
said he, from the I^ow’ Countries, where 
my sister was attendant on an honour- 
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able lacljT now deceased, and wlierc I have 
been engaged in busingg^ for some years; 
hnt, being natives of Scotland, and ha- 
ying wherewithal to return to our native 
country, and, moreover, being desirous of 
revisiting it, we took the o))portunity of a 
vessel sailing from the Texel for Leith, 
and landing a few miles short of it, have, 
thanks to liiy good friend here, obtained 
what I foresee will prove a comfortable 
lodging. — But,” continued he, addressing 
himself to Nicol Partan, “ it is time you 
should receive somewhat more satisfactory 
for your civility, than unprofitable acknow- 
ledgments.” lie then drew from his pocket 
a p\pcc of money, that from the way in 
which it was received, seemed amply to sa- 
tisfy the expectations of his guide, who, 
having no longer the shadow of a pretext 
for remaining, departed, as he again inform- 
ed them, to inspect the situation of his boat. 

The stranger’s first care was now to pro- 
vide a perch for bis falcon, in the little 
matted chamber assigned him by his land- 



24 


ST JOHNSTOUN. 


lady, being one of those which enflered from 
the ground-floor of the common apartment ; 
and his next, to take from ifs roost one of 
his landlady’s fowls, which having caused^ 
to be killed, he selected from it the proper 
morsels, and performed his promise of see- 
ing the bird feed before himself ; and then 
returned to the room he had left, to seek 
refreshment from such provisions as were 
set before him, which he now and then 
washed down with a cup of llhcnish. 

He was a man apparently about forty- 
five years of ; yet five years might have 
been in reality subtracted, which were given 
to the lines of deep thought that marked a 
countenance somewhat severe, though fre- 
quently relieved from such expression, by 
a flexibility of features, capable of assuming, 
with surprising facility, the cast of counte- 
nance best suited to the purpose of the mo- 
ment, and which a pair of uncommonly 
brilliant and penetrating dark eyes, made 
rather handsome than otherwise. The con- 
tour of his head was striking, and the bold 
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outline gf liis features seemed to proclaim 
him formed for entcrprizc. llis person, 
though not tall, was above the middle size, 
and characterized by an active and vigorous 
appearance. I )uring his meal, his liostcss 
a])pearing suddenly to recollect herself, call- 
ed one of the servants from a sort of scul- 
ler} , attached to the room where she sat, 
and demanded of her if his reverence’s fire 
was kindled. 

“ You have then a clergyman an inmate 
here at ])rescnt r remarked the stranger. 

The I^ady of I^oretto’s smile at this ques- 
tion hetrayed much consciousness of supe- 
riority, as she drew herself up, so as in some 
measure to lengthen a neck which nature 
had made very short. 

“ Nicol did not tell you then, that my 
gudemau is a minister ? In sooth, I thought 
he wad liac mentioned it.” 

A slight expression of surprise crossed 
the countenance of her guest, and she con- 
tinued, Ay, sure enough, he is of that 
holy calling, and chaplain to the corpora- 

VOL. I. * B 
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tion of flcshers in the City of Edinburgh ; 
but, thank God!” she continued, with a 
look whicli savoured not of humility, “ he 
is nane o’ them puir bodies wha hang upon 
the trade to whilk they administer in spi- 
ritual things for a bite and a soup. Na, 
na ; far frae that, sir, as ye may see, ha- 
ving a gude house over his head, which be- 
longs to himself, — that is, to ?we,” said she, 
correcting herself ; *' for my first gudeman 
bought it frae the town, when tlicy were 
about to ding it down, as they had done 
the rest o’ the auld biggings ; and when 
he died, he left a’ thing to me, as in sooth 
was his duty, — nathlcss, ye ken lie might 
Bac done otherwise ; but wool did he kCn 
whatna bee it was that made the honey, 
for he never fashed wi’ the concern, but 
liked better to sit and crack with the cus- 
tomers, though he was nae drinker neither, 

only just took part of what was going So 

ye see, sir, as I was saying, a’ thing was 
left in nay disposal — that is, failing my 
son ; for wc never had but ae bairn, and a 
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sair hcatt-lncak he was to his father and 
me haith, when he gacd off, and liircd him- 
self, luilccnd to ns, to a young nobleman, 
wha was going into foreign parts, and was 
clean ofl' the country afore we took sus- 
picion ; and though he was unco wild and 
unscttlotl, yet we aye hoped he wad mend 
when he got inair sense.” 

“ And have you never heard from him, 
or of him, since he left you?” inquired the 
stranger. 

“ Yes, we heard tell o’ him once, that 
he had left his master, the young Earl of 
Gowrie ; for when the Earl’s brother, the 
Master o’ lluthvcn, returned, (for he came 
hamc a while sync,and left theEarl abroad,) 
we spcered at him concerning I,aureuce ; 
and we Icaracd that his master kend nac- 
thing about him, seeing he had left his 
sci^ icc ; so it’s likely,” she continued, “ that 
he is dead, or maybe, what is waur, turned 
a Papist, and a vagabond ; for it’s six years, 
come next August, since he gacd out o’ 
Scotland to the far-awa place, where the 
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Earl and the young Master were to get 
their learning ; and he would he five-and- 
twenty years auld at this time, an he were 
living ; for I was but a lassie when I mar- 
ried his father, honest Dugald Dalglcish ; 
but speaking about the puir ladie has ta’cn 
me off my story. — Weel, when Dugald 
died, and I got nae word o' my bairn, and 
was like to get nane, I took sair on, as yc 
may judge, and then it was that I fell in 
wi’ Maistcr Macsticket ; and the words 
that he spake were the first thing that gied 
me ony comfort ; so frae ac tiling to ano- 
ther it gacd on, till w hat could I do better 
nor tak him, and gie him share o’ what I 
cared little for my lane ? and, I dare believe, 
he’s sensible cncugh o’ his mercies, though, 
ye ken, it mightna become him to be letting 
on about it, considering his holy calling, 
that makes it meet for him to stand afore 
the highest and the grandest in the land — 
but it’s waesome to sec the ministers of the 
trades that havena fallen sac wcel in, gaun 
about just like a wbeen beggars, wi’ nae- 
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thing to .subsist upon, but the daily dinner 
tlie trades arc bound to gie them.” 

Tlic person to whom slic addressed her- 
self was too intimately acquainted with the 
state of the Kirk of Scotland, since the pe- 
riod of the llefonnation, to feel much sur- 
prise at this extraordinary history of the 
degradation of its ministers ; for when the 
Romish clergy, at the Reformation, were 
despoiled of their rich benefices, and the 
Scottish nobility got possession of the church 
revenues, they seemed determinetl to pre- 
vent the reformed pastors from emulating 
the luxurious habits of their Popish bre- 
thren, by withliolding from them what must 
have been considered a barely decent maift- 
tcnancc ; and, in this state of poverty, many 
of them were obligetl to have recourse to 
trade ; nor was it an- uncommon thing to 
find them keeping inns and taverns, and 
entering into the lowest employments, in 
order to support themselves and their fa- 
milies. These occupations were, however, 
soon prohibited by the kirk, and a more 
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respectable allowance made to the establish- 
ed clergy ; but there still remained a class 
of preachers, officiating as chaplains to the 
incorporations of trades in Edinburgh, who 
were poorly provided, their salaries being 
SO trifling, that they were not supposed 
adequate to supply them with sustenance ; 
and the members of each corporation bound 
themselves to find the chaplain his meat, 
orderly, as he should come alternately about 
to them.” 

Thus, there was nothing very surprising 
in the llev. Mr ]Macstickct’s accepting the 
shelter of a good house, which he miglit 
call his own, though otherwise denominated 
.an hostel ; nor was it strange, that having 
done so, and by no means disliking good eat- 
ing, he should prefer partaking of the deli- 
cacies prepared for the guests at home, to 
the frugal and coarse fare commonly set be- 
fore the men who were supplied with a din- 
ner for God’s sake. 

Our hostess had now’ mounted her hobby, 
and might have proceeded at full speed 
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without nntcmiption, to set forth the addi- 
tional consrquciicc which her husband and 
herself derived from each other, — liis ari- 
sing from the advantage of sharing her 
riches — and hers from being raised to the 
rank of his reverence’s wife, — had not tlic 
loud knocking of some one at the outward 
gate, whom slic pronounced to be her hus* 
band, sent licr, after some ineffectual call- 
ing, to shake up a boy who had fallen asleep 
on a bench in the back ground ; whom ha- 
ving dispatched to take his master's horse, 
(the said horse not being, by the by, one 
of the least indulgences acquired by a mar- 
riage with the relict of Diigald Dalgleisb,) 
she cauglit lip an iron lamp, and shndmg 
its light witli her hand, stood awaiting him 
with the door lialf open. 

Our traveller felt a considerable degree 
of curiosity to see this priestly host, in whom 
such licterogencous characters were combi- 
ned, which was presently gratified by the 
appearance of a fair, portly-looking man, 
whose w ell-nurtured person might, without 
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dxsparagenicnt, have vied with any mitred 
abbot of lioly mother church. -His figure 
was tall and inflexibly erect, which, by 
making the line of a somewhat long back 
curve inwards, added to the semicircle of 
the opposite protuberance. II is naturally 
good-humoured features, long bound up in 
assumed fonnality, had unavoidably acqui- 
red an expression tinctured with hypocrisy ; 
which sinister appearance, however, was 
much owing to the prejudices of the times, 
which rendered it necessary in the eyes of 
the multitude, that the virtues their pastors 
so ri^dly inculcated, should be personified, 
as it were, in their own persons ; and a 
gfave and solemn set of features thus be- 
came as necessary an appendage to a Pres- 
byterian clergyman, as his Geneva cloak 
and band. Notwithstanding, however, the 
acquired solemnity of mine host's counte- 
nance, it was impossible to look long upon 
him, without the secret conviction, that na- 
ture had foreseen that he was one day to 
become master of an hostel, and that mere- 
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ly through some extraordinary mistake, an 
occupation- so diametrically opposite had 
been assigned him. The truth was, that 
his father, an industrious butcher and zeal- 
ous follower of John Knox, and the other 
popular preachers of his day, mistaking in 
his son, for inspiration, what was only the 
effect of a most tenacious memory, that ever 
had at command any passage of Scripture, 
bestowed on him as much learning as his 
circumscribed finances would admit, and 
thought himself amply repaid, when, in 
process of time, he had the supreme felicity 
of hearing him utter text after text, which 
he strung like beads on one another, like 
Sancho l^anza’s proverbs, for the edificatifln 
of the worsliipful corporation of fleshers. 
Yet, in the dawn of a new religion, when 
the Bible had Ix'cn comparatively so short 
a time in the hands of the laity, and when, 
although in their possession, they were so 
illiterate as to be unable to read it, his 
faithful repetition of its sacred sentences 
was beard with eagerness and advantage. 

B 2 



31 


ST JOHNSTOUN. 


Such, then, was Master Macsticket, who, 
on entering the house, seemed to be direct- 
ing his course across the liall, towards a 
door on the opposite side, but, happening 
to turn his bead in the direction of the 
blazing fire, and perceiving its vicinity un- 
occupied except by one person, he changed 
what had apparently been his first inten- 
tion, and approached it. “ Ay,” said his 
wife, as she took from his shoulders his ri- 
ding-cloak, and shook from its folds the 
sleet which a tempestuous shower had 
lodged there, “ I thought ye wad settle 
yours6l at this fire to-night, seeing we have 
so little company in tlie house, for there is 
oflly just this gentleman and his sister, who 
is sair done out, poor woman, and awa to 

bed a while syne, and ” 

“ AA^cel, weel,” replied her spouse, some- 
what impatiently, “ ye had more need, I 
trow, to set some vivers before me, than to 
let your tongue run sac glib ; for though ye 
may weel suppose that 1 ha'na wanted my 
supper till ten hours at night, yet my jour- 
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ney makctli my stomach to crave somewhat 
to cat befttfe going to rest. For I hold it a 
truly wise text of our Holy Scripture, sir,” 
said he, ^addressing the stranger, which 
saith, ‘ It is a good and comely thing that 
a man should eat and drink, and enjoy the 
fruit of all his labours that he taketh under 
the sun.’ ” 

While he was thus employed in giving a 
scriptural reason for eating two suppers, his 
wife was preparing to set the second one 
before him. To which, after a long grace, 
he applied himself so earnestly, that one 
might have supposed, but for his ov.n con- 
fession, that he had not seen provisions 
*sincc morning. He spoke not again till, 
having finished his late meal, he desired 
his wife to produce some Malmsey, in praise 
of which he again addressed his guest, ur- 
ging him strongly to partake of it ; nor was 
it refused, for the traveller, wishing to draw 
him into conversation, readily accepted his 
invitation, and meantime requesting his 
hostess to look in upon his sister, he had 
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presently the satisfaction of leamipg that 
she was in a sound and comfortable sleep. 

“ Ah !” said the Lady of Loretto, “ there 
is nothing like a weel-made sack-posset 
for comforting the stomach, and making 
sne sleep sound.” She w'as again proceed- 
ing to narrate, for the information of her 
husband, all she had been told by the stran- 
ger with regard to himself and his compa- 
nion, when she was a second time checked 
into silence. 

“ Weel, woman, weel. I’ll warrant our 
guest can tell his aiu talc, sae ye may gang 
your ways to bed, and leave us to oiu: soup 
wine and our aih cracks.” 

Our hostess understood her duty too well 
to require a second bidding, or to utter a 
syllabic more. As she disappeared, the 
stranger smiled, “ You keep good order 
in your house, I sec,” said he. 

“ Ay,” replied his host, “ we put bits 
in the horses’ mouths that they may obey 
Ui^ and we turn about their whole bodies ; 
and in like manner must the women be 
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guided, ,or how shall the Scripture be 
fulfilled, 'v Women, submit yourselves to 
your husbands * for the tongue is an 
unruly member.’ ‘ And as the climbing of 
a sandy way to the feet of the aged, so is a 
wife full of words to a quiet man.’ There- 
fore, sir, I make it a rule that I shall have 
peace in mine own bouse ; and you see I 
am middling well obeyed ; — ^but, sooth to 
speak, she is not an ill woman, and noway 
given to brangle, but, like all her sex, some- 
what fond of prating. — And now, what 
think you of the IVLalmsey ?” 

The stranger gave all due commendation 
to the wine, which was really excellent. 

“ Ay,” continued his host, with a relish- 
ing smack of his lips as he set down the 
cup, “ ye will not find better in Scotland ; 
but our King, God bless him, hatii thought 
it convenient to lay a tax of twal jience the 
pint upon all our wines at this present ; and I 
have ordered the gudewife not to resist pay- 
ment, as some fools have done, and gotten 
themselves put to the bom for their trouble. 
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Natliless, the like o’ this impost w;is never 
heard tell of l>cfore ; but it serves nothing 
to resist authority, and we must ‘ render 
unto Cajsar the things that be Ccesar’s ; 
tribute to whom tribute is due for I make 
it a rule aye to obey the proclamations in all 
temporal things, that I may set a good ex- 
ample, as it is meet I should do, consider- 
ing my calling ; but,” continued he, “ I am 
supposing ye ken, sir, of my holy office ?” 

Being satisfied on this important point, 
he replied, with a cluicklc of sclf-compla- 
cency , — ** Ou ay! the gudewife never leaves 
ony bbdylong ignorant of tliat, wlio comes 
to this house. — Hut, by the by,” said he, 
^^•shc did not tell me your name, or, if sh’c 
did, it hath slipped my memory 

I believe she did not,” said tlic stran- 
ger, for I do not recollect mentioning it 
to her; — ^my name is Francis Austin.” 

He then proceeded to give the same ac- 
count of himself and liis female companion, 
which he had before related to his hostess, 
with this addition, that having become pos- 
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scsseil o^a falcon, whose peculiar kind, rare 
beauty, a>ul excellent training, made her 
an acquisition not to be undervalued by a 
prince; and hearing that the sovereign of 
his native country was passionately fond of 
liawking, he had determined that she should 
become his property. 

“ And what method do ye purpose taking 
to present her to his Majesty ?” demanded 
his host, with a look of sly intelligence. 

“ I have still that to think of,” replictl 
Austin, “ although I do not apprehend any 
great difficulty ; for I have always seen a 
change of ])roj)crty pretty easily effected, 
where one man is anxious to possess what 
tlnothcr is desirous he should have, what- 
ever may he the difTercncc in the rank of 
the individuals. ]\ly best plan will, I be- 
lieve, be, to ajiply to some one who can 
mention tlie circumstance to his IVIajcsty ; 
or. if I cannot find such a person, hi^ Ma- 
jesty hatli a sharp eye for a good bird, and I 
have but to place myaelf somewhere in his 
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view, with my hawk upon my fisf, and he 
will be sure to notice her.” 

“ No need, no need,” said his host, speak- 
ing eagerly ; “ for, now mark me, Master- 
Austin, there is somewhat extraordinary in 
this, that you should be led blindfold, as 
your ain bird when she’s liootled, to the very 
person who can serve you in this matter, — 
for I am that man, — and I’ll tak ye to-mor- 
row, an ye like, to one of the King’s fal- 
coners — ay, and to him that his Majesty 
hath more conceit of than any of them all, 
and one that, as the bruit goes, can gang 
further ben whiles than some of the nobles ; 
for his Majesty is, as a man may say, a 
sylvan prince, and loves his hawks and his 
hounds better than any thing, — except, I 
trow, the Kirk o’ Scotland.” 

The latter sentence of this speech was 
delivered with a sort of leer at the stranger, 
implying a covert meaning, which he was at 
no loss to translate, but of which he took 
DO notice ; and he wwt on — “ Now, yc see. 
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Heronshajv tlic falconer is something of a 
friend to tli> gudewife by her first husband, 
and has always been gay ceevil to me since 
I married the widow, though he is but a 
thrawn sort o’ carle ; — ne’er mind, he loves 
a good hawk, and, I’ll be caution, will be 
fain to get hand of yours ; and, as I was 
saying, an yo have no objection, we’ll wend 
our way to the Palace of Holyrood to-mor- 
row, — hut ye’ll no tak the hawk till ye see 
what he says, for I diiina just like to travel 
in company with her, seeing it’s not seemly 
for one of my calling to fash his head with 
wood-craft.” 

It was therefore agreed that the falcon 
sliould be left in the hostel until the stran- 
ger should be introduced to the falconer ; 
and they separated for the night. 
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CHAPTER III. 


If you will work upon any man, you must know his nature, 
and so lead him; or his weaknesses und-ilisadvantages, and 
so awe him. 

Bacon. 


Early next morning our traveller sought 
thcapartment of his female companion, Avliom 
he found considerably restored by the repose 
she liad enjoyed, and the virtues of her land- 
lady’s sack -posset. lie informed her of what 
had passed between liis host and himself on 
the preceding night, and that, in conse- 
quence of his offer to introduce him to the 
kinsman of his w ife, he should that morn- 
ing accompany him to Holyrood. — And 
from the moment,” said lie, lowering his 
voice, and bending liis head towards the 
bed, I get a footing there, you may anti- 
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cipatc a f;}vourabIc result to your uiulcrta- 
king.” 

“ JMay tJic Holy Virgin speedily grant 
thee success,” replied sl>e, in the same un- 
der-tone, “ that 1 may be enabled to depart 
from tills accursed country, tlie cry of whose 
offences is c\en now ascending up luito 
Hea veil ! — IJiit wlicn dost thou purpose to 
seek Fatlier Leonard ?-— inctliiiiks that holy 
man’s prayers and counsel will avail us 
niucli.” 

Ininiediately,” returned he ; as soon 
as I can lind an op])ortunity of shaking off 
my liost, wJio is to be niy companion to the 
city, I shall proce(‘d to search for the father, 
acfcording to the direction I have obtained.” 

‘‘ Cio tlien, iny lirother,” she replied, 
‘‘and may the blessing of the faithful, and of 
the outraged Chiireli, go witli thc(; ! — I shall 
keep mine apartimuit, on the plea ot indis- 
position, till it is expedient for me to leave 
it, avoiding, as miicli as possible, all inter- 
course with these impious heretics.” 

The traveller now descended to the com- 
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tnon hall, where having partaken of tlie 
morning repast, and done ainj'^e justice to 
the cheer set before him, in wliich lie was 
ably assisted by his reverend host, they set 
fonvard together to prosecute their journey 
toward Edinburgh, which, as they were 
both on foot, and his reverence's pedestrian 
powers being none of the most active, occu- 
pied a considerable portion of the morning, 
and it was not till about two hours before 
noon, that they arrived at the Palace of 
Holyrood, where, keeping to the south side 
of the building, they made their way into 
a small court, surrounded by dog-kennels 
and liawk-mews. Before one of the latter 
stood two men, with their backs to our tra- 
veller and his guide, — they were apparent- 
ly in high dispute, for they were both talk- 
ing loudly, and at the same time. 

I’ll be curst, then,” said the man wlio, 
by his figure and grey hairs, seemed the 
elder, if that sacre I was sent all the way 
to St Ebba’s to fetch is worth a bodle ! — I 
would mak mair of a gleid, an I had the 
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reclaim ing^of him, — the dccvil himsclcamia 
cure her o' mkiiig out — But if wc diiina get 
other guess-trainers to the hawks, his Ma- 
jesty's sport will dw'ine, I’ll tell ye that ; for 
I am waxing up in years, andcannadowhat 
I have done ; and, what’s mair, I caniia keep 
a’ right here and at Falkland baith ; aud 
while ^^ c been tliere, this falcon hath gane 
to ruin, because an idle varlet like you cauna 
be faslrd to mind her as she should be 
minded ! — But the de’il be my speed if I 
dinna seek some better help soon !” 

At this threat the younger man turned 
sullenly away, muttering somewhat^ in 
which cankered carles, and conceited old 
fodls, who thought nobody so wise as them- 
selves, had their share of commendation. 
This abuse, however, was lost upon the old 
man, who, in endeavouring to hear what he 
was saying, turned round, and perceived 
his clerical friend and the stranger he had 
come to introduce, the former of W’hora, 
laying his hand on tlic old falconer’s shoul- 
der, tlms commenced his attack in fevour 



46 


ST JOHNSTOUN- 


of his companion, having just arrjved, as he 
thought, in the nick of time 

Thou art complaining of bad falconers 
and careless tenders, as 1 apprehend, mine 
old friend,” said he ; ** now, what sliall be 
my guerdon, if I tell thee of a falcon, the 
like of which ye never saw ?” 

Ha, ha ! — and where, I pray you, 
perches the bird sic as I never saw ? — 
and who is he that tells me so ?” said he, 
eyeing the boaster from head to foot, with 
a settled look of contempt; — “a proper 
judge, I ween, of the, properties of a hawk ! 
Ka, ! ye needna tliink to fool liim that 
gait, that’s seen tlic King o’ Denmark’s 
mews, and the wale o’ Norw ay hawks. BiU, 
an ye like, Maister Macsticket, wlicre is 
this rara avh, as liis jMajesty wad ca’ it ?” 

Why, that,” said his kinsman, I came 
here to tell ye. — Tliis lioncst man wliom 
thou beholdest is her owner, and the bird 
herself is now in my house at Mussel- 
burgh, where thou mayest see her.” 

** Hooly, hooly, good neighbour !”* said 
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the old man, in a moody tone ; “ can the 
man no bri*k.g her here ? — for, truly, I have 
travel enough, without going yont to Mus« 
sclburgh, and, mayhap, on a gowk's errand, 
after all, an lie have nae mair skccl o’ a 
liawk than ye hac. I canna forget your 
speaking to me in that fashion anent what 
ye ken naetliing about— -me, that gaed all 
the way to Denmark wi’ the King, when 
we brought hame tlie Queen, and saw the 
wale o’ hawks, frac the eagle to the mer- 
lin.” 

“ Xay,” said his reverence, becoming 
somcwliat offended in his turn, “ Ijjulecd 
know little of hawks, and c.are less ; it would 
ill*beeome me to be fashing my head with 
hawks and hounds, dogs and horses, and 
siclike vanities ; but I thought to do you a 
pleasure by bringing to you this honest 
man, who seems to understand the craft as 
well as yourself; Init if yc dinna want the 
bird, why, nac mair aliout it — there’s nae 
ill in all that's come and gane yet.” 

The stranger, who began to feel alarmed 
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priatcd to the attendants on hojsc, hound, 
and hawk. 

“ Now yc maun turn to the right, and 
enter the first door ye find, and tarry ye 
there till I come.” 

So saying, he took his way through a 
different avenue, and they, following his 
directions, found themselves in a comfort- 
able small room, garnished in sundry parts 
with the emblems of the owner’s office, — 
jesses, bewits, leashes, and hoods, hanging 
ftom nails driven into the walls, adorned 
the sanctum sanctorum of his IMajcsty's 
falconer. They had remained in tliis apart- 
ment nearly half an hour, when the stran- 
ger, obscrv'ing a hawk’s hood of a peculiar 
construction, took it from the hook on which 
it was suspended, and partly from curiosity, 
partly from a wish to avoid any further 
conversation with his conductor, continued 
to examine it, imtil the rctinn of the fal- 
coner. 

}• "Weel,” said the old man, as he return- 
ed, ** I have seen his Majesty, and he will 
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be pleased to look upon that same bird of 
yours at ei<^lit hours to-morrow morning ; 
but I rede yc tak tent that she comes up 
to your report, or mak us quit o’ you, while 
you're in a hale skin, for the King’s patience 
gangs into sina' bouk when he's disappoint- 
ed ; and yc see he’s unco keen about her, 
because she’s nhite, and we never had a 
clean wliite anc before, nor indeed, for that 
matter, was there a single white anc in the 
King o' Denmark's mews when I was aw^a* 
\vi' liis ^Majesty ; so, an she be but as weel 
trained as ye say, there’s little doubt o’ 
ployment for lier and you haitb.” 

The stranger, during tliis speech of He-* 
ronsliaw's, felt the most unbounded joy, of 
whicli he, however, allowed iio more to pass 
into his countenance than what beseemed 
tlic occasion. — He still held the hood in his 
hand, which the old man perceiving, — 

“ See ye any thing strange,” said he, 
“ about that hood, that yc examine it sae 
narrowly ?” 

“ Certainly, ’ replied the stranger, ** I 
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see a great, improvement on tlic common 
fashion at the same time, h(/pointcd out 
what he deemed its advantages, and praised 
the ingenuity of the contrivance. This ap- 
peared highly to delight llie old falconer, 
for, turning to his kinsman, — 

‘‘ See what it is now,'’ said lie, to have 
been abroad, and to liave seen something 
o’ guid sport, and to ken somewhat o’ tlie 
training o’ hawks ; I could never mak the 
gomcrils here, understand the beauty o’ the 
alteration I made in the running o’ tliae 
strings.” 

“ -iVml now,'’ said mine host, ‘‘ tliat ye 
seem to have gotten over that contrarious 
humour o’ thiiie, I wish, if it be couvcircut, 
ye would give me a draught of somewhat 
to slake my thirst ; for, with all due reve- 
rence to the holy text be it spoken, ‘ I pant 
even as the hart for the water brooks yet," 
continued he, “ ye need not tak me entire- 
ly in the literal sense, for, although water 
be a wholesome beverage, and a most use- 
ful liquid, seeing it formeth a component 
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part of nianv oxcellont liquors ; yet I appre- 
liciid. that in this cold wcatlicr, and espe- 
cially after a lone: "alk, that wherein there 
is more strengtli tendeth more to the com- 
i'ortini; of the stomach.” 

“ Say no more, man, say no more,” said 
I leroiishaw ; “ wlien licard ye o’ an auld fal- 
coner’s drinking tlic pure element, or recom- 
niemiinj; it to his friends? — and sure the 
guid stark wine is not so scarce wi’ his Ma- 
jesty’s knaves, that w'e need be grudging a 
soup o’ it to our cummers. — -But, to say 
sooth, I have scarce gotten ower tbc brangle 
I had wi’ that careless lout ye foun(}<.}nc 
wi’ — a murrain take him ! But sit ye 
down, and ye shall neither want guid meat 
nor guid drink to synd it domi withal.” 

Being about the customary hour of din- 
ner-time with his guests, they made no ob- 
jection to partake of that meal with him ; 
which, having discussed, and being about 
to take their leave of the old man, he again 
charged the stranger to be punctual in his 



54 


ST JOHNSTOUN. 


attendance on the following morning — an 
admonition there was small cl:^ncc of his 
disregarding. 

On leaving the palace, the stranger ex- 
pressed a wish to visit the city, and was 
conducted through the principal streets by 
Macsticket, in passing along w'hich, he oc- 
casionally remarked to his companion the 
diangcs which had taken place during the 
years he had been abroad, (not having seen 
it for seventeen years, when he had paid it a 
visit,) and proposed ascending the Castle- 
Hill, that he might become better acquaint- 
ed its extension ; liis companion, how- 
ever, strongly objected to this additional 
fatigue in his own person, and promised to 
wait for him till he shoidd have satisfied 
his curiosity, at the house of an acquaint- 
ance, who lived in tlie suburbs of the town, 
on the road to Musselburgh, and where he 
gave him a direction to find him. This re- 
fusal of his host to accompany him in his 
extended walk had been foreseen by the 
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stranger, from sundry puffings and blow- 
ings, joinei! to heavy complaints of the toil- 
some distance between Musselburgh and 
the city ; the proposal of ascending the hill, 
tlicrefore, suggested itself to him as a pro- 
bable means of leaving him at liberty to 
prosecute his search for the person men- 
tioned by his female companion in the be^ 
ginning of this chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


No holy priest in the temple stand.s, 

No incense from the altars rise ; 

For the church hath lost her pood broad lands, 

And the holy priest in exile dies. 

Old licdlad. 


The stranger, availing himself instantly 
of ^is separation from his companion, turn- 
ed with* a swi.ft step to seek the wyiul, to 
which the direction he had received led him ; 
and, after some search, dived into its dark 
and narrow confines, where, on inquiring 
for William Fleming, he was asked by a 
little ragged boy, if it was the gaberlunzic 
man he speered after, and on answering in 
the aflRrmative, w'as conducted up a wretcli- 
ed stair, where, upon knocking at a door, 
it was presently opened by an aged man, 
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whose tall and somewhat bending figure 
was wrapped in a tunic of coarse grey cloth, 
garnished in many places witli patches, 
which in colour appeared to match but in- 
difiereiitly with the threadbare garment, 
liitt white hairs were nearly concealed by a 
blue bonnet, of the shape still worn by 
many old jnen in Scotland. His face was 
pale, and on each feature were marked alike 
the traees of sorrow and resignation ; bis 
eyes alone apj)eared untouched by the lead- 
en hand of time, as if in reverence of the 
divinity whicli seemed reflected through 
iheiii. Jle was about to inquire the husi-* 
ness of his \isitor, wlieii tlie latter abruptly 
entering, shut the door, and secured it with 
its wooden bolt, 'riie old man, stepping a 
few paces hack, exclaimed, “ Kxplaiii what 
thou meanest, stranger, by this sudden in- 
trusion ?” 

“ 1 cannot l>c mistaken,” said Austin, 
looking earnestly at him ; for though we 
have never before met, you are well known to 
many tyith whom I l^avc associated, and I 
C 2 
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may venture to affirm, that it is with Father 
Leonard that I now hold communion.” 

“ And who hath informed ye that I am 
other than I seem ?” returned the old man ; 
“ and were that the case, what would ye 
with one, over whom now hangs the sen- 
taice of the law, and with whom it were 
dangerous to consort ?” 

“ Fear not, father,” said the stranger, 
** no betrayer of the true faith now addresses 
yon, but a zealous member of the Society of 
Jesus, who isdiargcd by our General to de- 
liver this packet to you, with his spiritual 
benediction, and hearty commendation.” 

So saying, he took a paper from the 
breast of his doublet, and presented it to 
Father I^eonard, which the father having 
opened and looked on, exclaimed, “ It is the 
signature of the holy Vicegerent of God him- 
self, which I hold in iny hand!” And having 
devoutly crossed himself, he proceeded to 
read the scroll, being a brief or circular let- 
ter, mgned by his Holiness the Pope, com- 
manding all true Catholics to aid and as- 
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sist the bearer, Father Patullo, alias Francis 
x\ustin, to the best of their abilities, in 
whatever manner he might require, for 
the advancement and establishment of the 
Catholic faith, under pain of excommuni- 
cation. The old man folded and returned 
the paper again to the Jesuit. 

“ xVnd wliat, brother, is required of me 
by holy mother church ? W ould to God !” 
said he, clasping his withered hands, and 
looking upward with the saint-like expres- 
sion of a martyr, — “ AV^ould to God that the 
shedding of the blood which notv creeps hea- 
vily along these veins, could avail for her ad- 
vancement ! but, alas I what can a wreUhod, 
fecide being like me accomplish ?" 

“ Much, holy father,” replied the Jesuit, 
“ much may be expected from your pray- 
ers, your advice, and your performance in 
secret of the holy rites of our religion ; and 
it is in these alone I shall require your as- 
sistance.” 

“ And behold by these tokens,” said the 
old mdn, directing the attention of the Je- 
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suit, (for so wc shall now call him,) to his 
garments, and the wretched apartment, 
“ that I have not shrunk from these im- 
portant duties in a deluded land ; and I 
bless God, that my feeble serv ices have com- 
forted many, and that many have, at my 
hands, received that sacred rite, by which 
their souls have passed, purged from the 
dross of this world, to the joys of a better ; 
for there is still a remnant of the faithful 
remaining in this erring city, to whose 
houses I gain admittance, under the pretext 
of receiving alms, and thus have I now li- 
ved jbr upwards of thirty years witliout dis- 
covery, and am content to live, for the short 
space which may be yet allotted me,— no 
longer, indeed, respected by the people, and 
the confessor of Queens, — no longer admi- 
nistering the holy sacraments under the 
sainted roof of St Anthony, but a poor, 
proscribed, despised, and solitary old man ; 
yet in this, richer and happier than King 
James upon his throne, — that 1 have not. 
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like him, fersakcu and trampled upon the 
religion in which I was baptised.” 

Yet,” said the Jesuit, “ there arc many 
who think better times await us here, and 
that the King is at heart no heretic.” 

** Ah ! believe it not, my son,” returned 
Fatlier Leonard ; “ the Catliolics will never 
he the better of James, unless they arc first 
favoured by some other cause ; he may then 
indecHl profess again the faith from which 
he hath dej)artal ; for his weak nature is 
ever led by those wlio surround him, and he 
was born to be moulded by circumstance : 
but tell me not that there is faith man* 
liood in liim, who saw his injured mother 
fal> beneath the axe of that perfidious wo* 
man, Klizabeth of l^ngland, and struck not 
one blow to save or to avenge her.” A 
faint glow of indignation passed over his 
pallid elieek, and he continued, — “ Uege- 
nerated, indeed, is he from the noble spirit 
of his sainted mother, who thus can truckle 
to her murderer.” 

BClt, father,” said the Jesuit, you 
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gurely forget that open violence could never 
have succeeded against a power so superior 
as that of England, and that, by a rupture 
wiA its Queen, he would probably have 
lost all chance of succeeding her.” 

** True,’’ said the father, with a smile of 
contempt, ‘‘ these are worldly reasons; but 
when, I pray you, tarried a noble heart to 
weigh the niceties of loss and gain, when 
outraged and insulted in the sacred person 
of a parent ? But, in forsaking the holy 
faith of his ancestors, all nobleness and va- 
lour hare forsaken him ; yet, God forgive 
me !” isaid he, bowing his head with lowly 
humility, ** it is unto thee, Omnipotent Fa- 
ther, that vengeance bclongcth, and thou 
wilt repay it. — But thou hast not yet 
unfolded to me, my son, the way in which 
thou dost purpose to extend my usefulness ; 
speak then, for thou shalt find me willing, 
even to the death.” 

** It shall be told thee,” said the Jesuit, 
** in a few words. — Thou mayest perhaps re- 
member two daughters of the Lord Osborne, 
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at the court of thy last royal mistress, the el- 
der of whom became professed in tlieConvent 
of the U rsulincs at Home, of which house she 
is now Superior ; and the younger married 
the heretical I^rd Somerdale, and is latdy 
dead, but who lias left an only daughter, of 
whom I would speak.” 

“ She is, indeed, dead,” said the father, 
“ and left, as thou sayest, a daughter. I 
myself administered the last consolations 
of religion to the lady Somerdale, as I be- 
think me, some fourteen months gone by ; 
much had she suffered, as the meet recom- 
pense of her error, in choosing for her hus- 
band one excluded from the pale of oar 
chirreli. But her repentance was sincere, 
and her faith unwavering ; nor was she des- 
titute of the means of bestowing on the 
church such gifts as arc acceptable to God, 
and available for the pardon of that frailty 
which ever clcavcth to mortality, for her 
economy had saved a considerable sum, 
which I transmitted to the Ursulioes at 
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Rome, to be expended in masses for her 
soul.” 

“ But,” said the Jesuit, “ you have not 
yet spoken of her daughter — Doth she still 
adhere to her mother’s faith ?” 

“ She did,” returned the father, “ at the 
time of her mother’s death, and had it not 
been for her, the soul of the lady had pass- 
ed in peace ; but great was the anguish 
which she sustained as the time of her de- 
parture approached, when she reflected on 
the temptations to which her daughter might 
be subjected in an evil land, where all have 
deiiartcd from the way of salvation ; and 
earnestly did she entreat her husband that 
her child might be permitted to seek <the 
protection of her aunt at Borne, but he 
was inexorable ; and at his own deatli, (for 
he too is now in eternity,) he left his bro- 
ther guardian of his daughter and her for- 
tune ; who, being on the eve of his depart- 
ure for a foreign country, to prevent her 
fulfilling the wishes of her mother, procured 
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her to wait uj)oii the Queen, as one of her 
gen tleu omen ; and much I tremble for the 
poor young creature in her oflice of peril, 
wliere it is mi])ossible for me to aj)proach, 
to strengthen her faith, or warn her of her 
danger; yet, of all the maidens these old eyes 
have e\er yet l)eheld, she hath the firmest 
!nind; for, dealing on her mother almost 
to idolatry, she hclield her long protracted 
j}angs without one tear or gesture to in- 
erease their ])itteniess; and when the soul 
had lied its earthly mansion, it was indeed 
a sight of awe to bc liold so young a maiden 
take upon herself tlie last sad offices survi- 
vors render to lunnanity, that no unhal- 
lowed, and no meaner hand might touch 
the honoured relics. Ah ! woe to them who 
would withdraw her from the arms of holy 
dmreh, to cast lier into those of Satan !’* 
This shall l)e cared for, father,” said 
the Jesuit, and she shall yet escape as a 
prey from the fouler; for, be it known to 
you, that her aunt, having obtained per- 
missioi>from his Holiness to leave her con- 
vent, for the pur2X)sc of snatching this child 
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of her sister from the fangs of the here- 
tics, arrived with me in Scotland but yes- 
terday, and now awaits the coiuse of events 
at Musselburgh.” He then proceeded to 
inform Father Leonard of the scheme he had 
formed for gaining admittance to the pa- 
lace, and concluded by saying, tliat should 
she, for whom the church had shewn so 
much anxiety, prove refractory, his aid, as 
her mother’s confessor, was likely to avail 
much. 

And now, peace be with thee, lioly la- 
ther,” said the Jesuit ; “ tliou shalt have 
timely notice in wliat thou canst aid us; 
but I*must now hasten to rejoin my con- 
ductor, whom I have kept awaiting me.” 

Farewell, ray son,” said the old man ; 
“ thou shalt find me ready whenever I am 
called upon.” 

As the Jesuit’s steps mechanically led him 
to join his companion at the appointed place, 
his mind was deeply absorbed in contem- 
plating plans for the destruction of others, 
and his own advancement. 

** Yes,” said he, “ the proud dream of 
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power, that hath grown with my growth, 
and strengthened with my strength, shall 
yet be realized, or this world liolds no other 
good for me ; for it is not the mean fear of 
slcej)ing the long sleep of eternity, that 
shall prevent my ascending that arduous 
and lofty eminence, whereon is placed the 
goal of my desires, and where, once arrived, 
the fame of the warlike Ignatius, and hia 
more politic successor, shall fade before mine 
as the stars before the morning sun ; — then 
shall our monarchy become perfected, and 
every other be subjected to it, and all who 
havx hitherto opposed our sway be made to 
tremble.” 

Hut, leaving the Jesuit to the workings 
of his ambition, we shall take this opportu- 
nity of unfolding to the reader his history 
and his views. 

Oliver l^atullo was a native of Scotland, 
and the twin son of a creature of Cardinal 
Bcatoif s, whom that ambitious churchman 
had sent on a secret mission to Rome, where 
he carried with him the person whose his- 
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tory \ve are relating, then a child, — leaving, 
ill Scotland his other son, who became af- 
terwards chamberlain to Esme Stuart, Duke 
of Lennox, and accompanied him in his jour- 
ney to France, whither he was banished by 
the faction conccnied in tlic It aid of lluth- 
ven. Meanwhile, Oliver, wliom his iathcr 
left abroad on his own return to Scotland, 
was, according to his wish, educated in a 
college of the Jesuits ; where, soon beco- 
ming conspicuous for depth of genius, apt- 
ness for intrigue, extraordinary courage of 
mind, and strength of body, his talents w ere 
fostered with tlie greatest care. Nor was 
this care unrecpiited in the manner antici- 
pated from the j)roinisc of his early years; 
for, on being admitted a professor in the So- 
ciety, wherever a deep and dangerous ser- 
vice w as to be performed, there was he em- 
ployed, and seldom did his eiiterprizes fail 
of success. Already, at the command of his 
General, had he traversed, on various mis- 
sions, the w hole of the continent of Europe, 
and, assuming as many characters as he had 
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objects to acliieve, he had become familiar 
with tlic counsels of Princes, and the in- 
trigues of courts, and accomplished more for 
tl]c beucht of Home, than perliaps any other 
individiuil in similar circumstances. For 
])romoting the aggrandizement of his order, 
bis zeal was unwearied; and he had the 
gratificntinii of beholding himself esteemed 
the rno^t active and intrepid member of 
tlie Society, and of obtaining the highest 
rank, iie\t to the Cicnerars, permitted in 
♦ be order. — lint bis ambition took still a 
loftier llight. Accustomed from early youth 
to bend c\cry faculty of liis mind to the 
consideration of the interests and exaltation 
(;f tbe iValcrnily, he bad I'ccomc so inti- 
mately ac(iuaintcd with its government and 
\iews, that his bold and penetrating genius 
discovered every flaw in its organization, 
and had formed, on this knowledge of its 
imperfec tions, such jdans for strengthening 
nnd extending its influence, that the idea 
of directing the whole machine, by one day 
becoming its head, bad never ceased to oc- 
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ctipy his imagination* But, in order to 
achieve this object so earnestly desired, it 
was necessary that he should become still 
more conspicuous as the champion of Ca- 
tholicism ; for he had been assured by his 
General, that could he accomplish the over- 
throw of the reformed religion in Scotland, 
he would himself point him out as his suc- 
cessor, in the event of his surviving him ; 
and the Pope had promised to reward liis en- 
deavours in this cause, with honours and 
fidbes, such as were only bestowed on the 
most favoured sons of the churcln The 
spirit of Patullo, rising with the occasion, 
presented to his imagination the brilliant 
prospects of the future, as viewed by ambi- 
tion, and sketched by the hand of the mas- 
ter-fiend. 

The issue of his sinister schemes, and the 
means he took to ensure their success, re- 
main to be narrated. Meanwhile, wc shall 
leave him to rejoin his clerical companion, 
and to accompany him back to Alusselburgh. 
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CHArTER V. 


Ko\r match me tlii'i horse, cryM th» King in ht« glee, 

Or hiii’w me a tyke of this stag-hoimd't degree ; 

And '.till, if the hor*.!* and the hound Jt sliou'd ding, 
Here’^ n fuU oi», whoMi marrow ye fie'fe could bring. 

(Md BaUai. 

A I- K^v minutes before the time appoiot- 
ed iiy llcronsliaw, on the following jaom* 
mg. tlu' Jesuit made his appearance widt 
his hawk, at the door of the old falconer's 
little chamber at Ilolyrood. ^ 

*• llight — I sec ye are punctual,” said 
tlie old man, with a smile of approbation on 
lus withered countenance, which gradually 
expanded into a grin of satia&ction, as he 
examined the bird. “ A bonnie falcon is 
..he, in sooth,” said he ; if she bclira 

not her looks, ye may ke^^ourscl coscy for 



72 


ST JOHXSTOUX. 


the rest o’ your days, or I’m no true pro- 
phet; but come away, his Majesty is walk- 
ing in the Park, as is his ordinair at this 
hour, when he’s no at the hunting ; and we 
mustna bide here another minute, for he 
will be wearying, I’se warrant him.” 

The Jesuit accompanied him through 
several courts, till at length tliey entered 
the eastermost one, which was bounded on 
the north by the Chapel- Royal ; from 
whence they passed by a private door, into 
that part of the Park, then covered with 
majestic trees, which forms a narrow plain 
between the Palace and the foot of the hill 
called Salisbury Craigs. 

They had proceeded but a short * way 
from the Palace, when Ilcronshaw pointed 
out between the boles of the trees, his Ma- 
jesty, advancing at some distance, accom- 
panied by an attendant on whom he leaned. 

“ Bide yc here a minute,” said the old 
man, “ and dinna be ower sair daunted at 
the presence o’ ^ King, for ye carry that 
upon your nciv^ivould gang near to mak 
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ye welcome, were ye the dc’il Iiimsel, or the 
Lord liothwell, tliat he likes muckle waur; 
hut watch yt> me, ;>nd %vhen I gie yc a 
waive, come on ; bht dinna forget to tak off 
vour bonnet, and inak a low reverence.’’ 

So saying, -be went forward, and the Je- 
suit saw liini j)lacc himself within a few 
paces of Ills Majesty, on the side of the 
patli-way in wliicli tlie King was walking, 
who, on coming up, stopped for an instant, 
and spoke to him, and as he passed on, 
the old man fell into the rear, and made 
the ap}>ointed signal for the Jesuit to ad- 
vancis which he accordingly “obeye^f and 
dofling his bonnet, bent one knee to the 
ground, nnIuIc be supportcnl the hand on 
which the bird sat with the oilier. As he 
remained in this ]K)sition for a few seconds, 
till the King came up, he was forcibly 
struck with the singular contrast presented 
by the j)crsons of his Majesty and his at- 
tendant. James was of middle stature, 
and not ill proportioned, hut appeared short, 
broad, aftd awkward, from the superabun- 

VOL. I. D 
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dant fulness and many plaitings of his 
clothes, which were evidently stuffed to re- 
sist any weapon aimed, against his person. 
There was also a striking inelegance in all 
liis movements, and a shambling appear- 
ance in his gait, occasioned by the weak- 
ness of Ins legs, w^hich, in walking, were 
ever thrown out to the sides, beyond the 
perpendicular of his body, forming, as it 
were, a semi-circular step ; owing to this in- 
finnity, he seldom w\alked far, and still 
more seldom without a supporter. Uis fea- 
tures, though not irregular, were by no 
means .pleasifjg, principally from a cast of 
cunning in their expression, and from the 
constant movement of his large eyes, •that 
seemed ever rolling about in quest of some 
new face, which, wlien found, they fastened 
upon with a stare so unrelenting, that few 
}>eople felt at ease under their gaze. 

The young man by whom his Majesty 
was attended, appeared scarcely to liave at- 
tained his twentieth year ; his figure was 
tall, and of perfect symmetry ; he was 
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clotlicd in a dress of green velvet, riclily 
laced, which was fitted so well to his shape, 
tliat it exhibited, in a remarkable degree, 
the flexible graces of youth. His face was 
handsome, and animated by a wild and 
mirthful recklessness, in the expression of 
his clear dark eyes and arched brows; 
whicli appearance of careless gaiety was 
further strcngtlienal hy the negligent air 
with which he wore his hat and feather, 
and the manner in which bis short fur 
cloak was flung back from his left shoulder, 
to give ])lacc to Ids Majesty’s hand, that 
rested on it. 

“ Rise, man/’ said the King, and place 
the bird mair upon a level with us.~Ha! 
iluthven,” he continued, addressing his 
young attendant, while every line of his 
countenance was marked witli the most rap- 
turous delight, “ this is indeed a Iwnnic 
gyr-falcon — how purely white she is — no 
ae tinged feather ! what length o’ body ! 
and what strong talons — how open, and 
how lang^hcy are ! I'll warrant Iter a noble 
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striker. — Where cam she from ?” said the 
King, eagerly, to the Jesuit ; “ and what 
price set ye on her ?” 

“ Slie is yours, if it so pleases you, my 
Liege, without price,” said tlic Jesuit with 
a bend of humility, and waiving the first 
question ; “ but I crave of your Majesty, if 
such is your pleasure, that I may be allow- 
ed to attend her.” 

“ AVhat !” returned the King, in an ac- 
cent of astonishment ; “ dotli a loon like 
thee — for thy dress and request bespeak 
thee of the lower rank in life — mak us a 
present which it might beseem ae prince 
to mak to auither, and ask nac higher boon 
than that whilk thou hast named !— .Tliis 
ismaist extraordinary,” continued tlieKing. 

Bethink thee, man, of what thou sayest ; 
and inform us from whence tliou hadst this 
scarce and noble bird ?” 

“ If your Majesty will graciously allow 
me to speak without witnesses,” rej)lied the 
Jesuit, I may be emboldened by your 
Majesty's pennLssion, to crave of your in- 
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dulgciico yet another favour, and will make 
answer to all your Majesty’s questions.” 

“ Is it your Majesty’s pleasure that I 
should walk aside ?” said the young gen- 
tleman who atteTided the King. 

“ Not so,” said .Tames ; “ let him follow 
us, and wc will presently hear what he hath 
to say.” 

Accordingly, as soon as they reached the 
Palace, he ordered the .lesuit to be brought 
to his presence ; directing, at the same 
time, some of his attendants to remain in 
the anti-chamber, near the door of his apart- 
ment. 

“ Weel,” said his Majesty, as soon as he 
appeared, “ now, speak freely, man, aud mak 
known your request.” 

The Jesuit advanced toward the vipjicr 
end of the apartment, aud approached closer 
than his Majesty apparently deemed safe, 
lor it caused him to make a retrograde mo- 
tion, accompanictl by a very perceptible de- 
gree of alarm, which, however, instantly 
subsided, when the Jesuit, kneeling before 



78 


ST JOIINSTOUN. 


him, thus addressed him, in a low and sup- 
plicating voice : — “ I most humbly crave 
your Majesty’s pardon,” said he, “ should 
I, in performing the last command of a 
dear and honoured master, trespass upon 
your clemency ; and considering the length 
of time that hath elapsed since his lament- 
ed decease, it may probably sui’prisc your 
Majesty, when I inform you, that the fal- 
con you have jnst seen, must be considered 
by your Majesty as the gift of the noble 
£smd Stuart, Duke of Lennox.” 

“ How !” said James, extending his eyes, 
and ei^ibitir.g every mark of the most per- 
plexed amazement. “ How ! Esme Stuart ? 
Wliy, man, thou art certes beside thysel ; 
ken ye not that seevcntccn years have pass- 
ed since the Duke died in a foreign land ? 
What strange story is this ? and for what 
purpose dost thou relate sic improbabili- 
ties ?” 

“If your Majesty will be pleased to hear 
me, I will explain what I am sensible must 
indeed appear improbable,” said the Jesuit, 
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as lie drew a few steps nearer to the King, 
wlio, on this movement, exclaimed, — 

“ Stand hack, man, or I will presently 
have thee punished for sic familiar bold- 
ness.” 

The Jesuit immediately moved from the 
place he occupied ; and with a look of the 
humblest contrition for his offence, placed 
himself on the opposite side of the table 
whicli stood near the King, and resvimed 
his story. 

“ To that foreign land where the Duke 
was banished, may it please your Mjijesty, 
I followed him ; and, as his favourite and 
confidential servant, witnessed the pangs of 
separation from your Majesty, which broke 
his noble heart. In his dying hours, he 
}>ondcred on some memorial which might 
best recall liim to your Majesty’s remem- 
brance ; and giving me a purse of gold, made 
me take a solemn oatli to search out and 
train for your Majesty’s use, a falcon, of 
the kind most rare and esteemed ; which 
having •done, I was myself to present to 
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your Majesty, as the last offering of his 
devoted heart to his benefactor, friend, and 
prince.” 

The Jesuit paused as he finished the last 
sentence, and ventured to cast a glance on 
the face of the King, on u hoin his conclu- 
ding words seemed to have acted like a 
charm. For as his earliest and best-be- 
loved friend was thus forcibly brought back 
to his recollection, every feature relaxed, and 
his countenance underwent many changes. 
There appeared to him something almost 
supeniatural in a message and gift thus de- 
livered from a being long since cnimblcd 
into dust, whose soul had once been knit 
to bis ; and as the memory of past years 
retuniod, the very voice of the dead seem- 
ed sounding in liis ears ; all else was for 
the time forgotten ; and two large natural 
drops gushed from bis eyes, and rolled down 
his cheeks; but recovering himself with a 
sudden effort, he demanded of the Jesuit, 
what had caused the extraordinary de- 
lay of so many years in the fulfilment of 
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his mission ; and if he had aught to pro- 
ducc ill attestation of the truth of his 
story. 

The Jesuit was not unprepared for these 
questions ; and jicrceiving, with exultation, 
that the effects of his fabricated tale had 
fallen nothing short of his expectations, he 
proceeded with more confidence, and that 
undaunted brow which seemed to bear the 
stamp of truth. 

“ So please your Majesty to hearken to 
iny lowly history, since the period of my 
noble master's death,” he said, “ and you 
will be sati.sfied, that in this delay, no blame 
can be attached to me.” 

“ Speak on, man,” said the King ; “ and- 
that quickly.” 

Having obtained this pennission, he pro- 
ccecled. — “ As soon as the last obsequies 
were rendered to the lamented remains of 
my honoured master, eager to accomplish 
his wish, I left France with an intention 
of pa.ssing through Germany; but when 
I) 2 
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there, the anxiety and watching I had ex- 
pciicnccd before my master’s death, joined 
to the fatigue of my journey, threw me into 
a fever, which terminated in a disease of 
the brain, under which I laboured for many 
months, during which time the place of my 
residence had been frequently changed ; 
and when at length I was restored to rea- 
son, I discovered that I had lost, together 
with nearly all that was my own, the con- 
tents of that purse, which was to have en- 
abled me to perform a promise, the most 
binding I could conceive, as made to a 
dying benefactor. I shall not presume to 
trouble your JMajesty with a recital of my 
incffcctu^ efforts to recover the gold ; but 
shall now put into your hands the purse 
that contained it, and which the careless- 
ness of those by w hom 1 had been plun- 
dered, had caused them to leave among my 
raiment. I have heard my master say it 
was once your Majesty’s, and it is too re- 
markable, 1 think, not to be recognized.” 
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As he said this, he drew the purse from 
his bosom and delivered it to the King, 
who now allowed his approach without any 
symptom of fear. It was composed of scar- 
let tattety, richly embroidered with gold; 
on one side were the letters M. 11., sur- 
mounted by a crown, and joined to the ini- 
tials II. IX ; and on the other, two hearts, 
with tlic motto, “ L’jVmour nous unis.” It 
was the work of the unfortunate Mar)% and 
liad been her gift, in the first days of love, 
to the no less unfortunate Damlcy. The 
King immediately recollected the purse, 
and also his ha\ing l>cstowcd it as a mark 
of afiectioii ou his favourite. 

It is sidficient,” said the King; finish 
your story, man, hut he brief.” 

“ After my loss,” continued the narrator, 
“ it was vain for me to prosecute my jour- 
ney in the hoj)e of procuring a falcon of 
that valuable kind, wbicli could alone be a 
gift worthy of my noble master, or accept- 
able to your Majesty. I tberefore entered 
into tlic service of another master, whose 
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liberality, after ten years, enabled me to 
join myself with a Jcvv-mcrchaiit, who w^as 
travelling to the Low Countries, where I 
w^as at length enabled to realize what I 
deemed sufficient for my purpose, when I 
immediately made a journey to the north- 
ernmost extremity of Norway, and was so 
fortunate as to meet witli the bird your 
Majesty hath now seen, and which I have 
spared no pains in training both for the ri- 
ver and the field. And now, might your 
Majesty’s humble vassal cra\e a boon, it 
would be, that it may remain unknown 
whom I have served, or that the falcon was 
a bequest of my late master, seeing that, 
while abroad, I consorted for some space 
with a man deeply skilled in sundry of the 
high sciences, who, by liis art in j)alinistry, 
foretold that, should 1 again venture to vi- 
sit the capital of Scotland, it was ordained 
that I should mu a bloody risk from the 
descendants of those enemies of my master 
who caused his banislnncnt. This predic- 
tion, though at first it made an impression 
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on my mind, had since well nigh escapai 
my recollection, till it was recalled to my 
remembrance within this hour, when your 
Majesty, in speaking to your attendant in 
the park, pronounced the name of one of 
the family of iny noble master’s most inve- 
terate foes/' 

“ Tush, man,” said the King, what 
wad it advantage the descendants of the 
Lord Ciowrie to harm thee, that they should 
fash themsels about a carle o’ thy degree ; 
thou slialt have no cause, however, for 
thy foolish fears, for it is my pleasure that 
the name o’ tlie late Duke be not allowed 
to pass thy lips ; it is of p<nver to conjure up 
that whilk hath long slept within mine own 
bosom, and might have some effect on 
others.” A gloomy exj)rcssion overspread 
the brow of the King; and he continued to 
mutter to liimself, as if unconscious of be^ 
ing overheard : — “ 'i'he sight o’ that bird is 
dangerous ; it u ill ower forcibly rccal the fate 
of him I loved entirely — of him ^\hose mar- 
row I shall ne’er see again ; yet it was his 



86 


ST JOHl?STOUN. 


last request, and it were in sooth a pity to 
lose sic a bird : I maun keep the hawk at 
all events. — Here,” said his IMajesty, again 
speaking to the Jesuit, and taking from an 
escritoir a bag containing fifty rose-nobles ; 
for his admiration of the bird, and the ef- 
fect of the story so recently told by the Je- 
suit, had occasioned one of those lavish fits, 
to which he was subject through life, though 
lie seldom failed to repent having commit- 
ted such acts of generosity — “ Here is gold, 
man, to mark our approbation of your fide- 
lity — be as faithful to your Sovereign as ye 
have been to tlie Duke, and ye will secure 
our favour. Ye appear,” he added, “ to be a 
sensible man, and your bearing scemeth to 
us beyond your station. How chanceth 
your so proper spcecli ?” 

“ Sonic pains ivcrc taken with my instruc- 
tion, so please your Majesty,” replied the 
Jesuit ; and my long attendance as cham- 
berlain to the Duke, and my residence 
abroad, have given me some few advan- 
tages.” 
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“ It is wed,” said the King ; “ now, seek 
ye out our falconer, auld Heronshaw, and 
instruct l)im of our pleasure, that ye do in 
future assist him in the care o’ the hawks, 
and tliat ye be provided wi’ an apartment 
near his own — But, hark ye, man, what 
is your name ?” 

“ Francis Austin, may it please your 
Majesty,” said the Jesuit, “ is the name I 
have assumed, having dropjKjd that of Pa- 
tullo, by which I was known while in the 
Duke’s service, lest 1 should be recognised 
thereby.” 

“ Bight, right,” said his Majesty, “ it is 
wed ordered ; that might have discovered 
yc— so, enough o’ what is past ; let it not 
again be mentioned ; we will try the bird 
shortly.” 

The Jesuit Iwivcd low in token of obe- 
dience ; and, as he left the apartment, re- 
plied, “ The vas.sal of your Majesty knows 
how to be faithful to the commands of his 
King.” 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Give me my guerdon-— hard unyielding gold ; 
Something to touch and handle for my service ; 
No viftionaiy payment will 1 have 
That Blips tlie fingers ere it be well grasp'd. 

The JjomhunL 


When the Jesuit retired from the apart- 
ment in which he had remained alone with 
the King for the space of half an hour, he 
immediately proceeded to join old Ueron- 
shaw, whom he found anxiously awaiting 
him in his chamber, where he was seated on 
a settle, with a small table before him, on 
which stood a flask of foaming ale. 

** Am I true prophet, or no T' said he, 
as soon as the Jesuit entered ; “ or has it 
been for naught that ye hac had sic a tack o’ 
bis Majesty’s lug ? By my faith, but ye are 
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highly favoured else,” continued he, witli a 
glance in wliich curiosity and jealousy seem- 
ed coiiteiuling ; for although he had pre- 
dicted that niucli favour would be shewn 
him by the King on account of the falcon, 
yet was he not prepared for the degree of 
personal notice his Majesty had evinced to* 
wards him, in admitting him to so long and 
private a conference ; and, with tlie suspi- 
ciousness of age, augured no good to his 
own consequence from this circumstance, 
lie continued, ‘‘ But that supple knee o’ 
thine, wi’ the rest of your grand outland- 
ish flourishes, maks a fool o’ an auld Scotch- 
man like me ; but let’s hear how ye cam on, 
let’s.hcar about it, and then we’ll synd it 
down wi’ a draught o’ this double ale.” 

‘‘ In tlie first place, then,” said the Je- 
suit, laying the bag of gold upon the tal)le, 
“ here is substantial proof of the truth of 
your prophecy ; — in addition to which I am 
to inform you of his Majesty’s pleasure, 
that 1 am henceforward to divide with you 
the labours of your occupation, and am to 
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have au apartment assigned me somewhere 
hereabouts.” 

“ The deevil !” said the old man, turn- 
ing quickly round so as to face him, with a 
storm brewing in every feature, and his eyes 
flashing indignation and passion. “ Then, 
mayhap, ye’re to be my master — mayhap 
ye think to lord it ower me ; but I rede 
ye, dinna reckon without your beads ; the 
King’s auld falconer canna lout sae low — 
but he can gie up the hounds and hawks, 
of which, in sooth, he’s weel nigh tired.” 

As he said this, his voice sunk down in- 
to a querulous whine, somewhat between 
disappointment and sorrow. 

“ Nay,” said the Jesuit, “ do but ,hear 
me ; you mistake the matter widely ; you, 
to whom I owe my good fortune, cannot 
sorely suppose me so ungrateful as to wish 
in aught to supplant you.” 

“ Ay, ay, more fool I,” interrupted the 
old man, “ it wasua that ill to guess what 
wad be the upshot o’ bringing you to the 
speech o’ his Majesty, wi’ a’ your jcourtier- 
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like bowings and beckings that he likes sae 
weel.” 

“ All this, however,” replied the Jesuit, 
“ can protluce no consequences of which you 
shall have cause to repent, provided you 
will listen to me ; and here is what shall 
prove it,” continued he, laying his hand 
upon the money ; “ you see this bag — now, 
I suppose it is filled with coin, for it is yet 
unopened by me ; I will ponst it out on 
this table, and divide it equally between us ; 
and moreover, when I take more upon me 
than bescemeth a new comer, and one who 
ought to reverence yoiu: grey hait^ I will 
promise to forfeit my share, and pay tho 
forfeit willingly.” 

Having said this, he turned out from 
the bag the fifty rose-nobles, twenty-five of 
which he pushed across the table before the 
w ondering eyes of old Heronsbaw, whom his 
last speech had well nigh bewildered, and 
w’ho sat looking one while on tlie gold, and 
another while on the Jesuit, as though he 
had been gazing on the slave of Aladdin’s 
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lamp, and his golden treasures. At length, 
awakening as from a trance, he began to 
gather up the pieces, the touch of wliich 
seemed to alter the whole course of his ideas, 
and, grasping the Jesuit by the arm, he 
exclaimed, with a countenance and voice 
entirely divested of its former expression, 

** Dinna ye mind what I said, man — 
think nae mair o’t — it’s sac seldom a body 
forgathers wi’ the like o’ you, that, by my 
faith, it was nac mciklc wonder an I took 
ye for a niding circumventing rascal.— 
But,” said he, picking up the remainder 
of his coin, I see there is still gratitude 
and discretion in the warld, and so. Mas- 
ter Austin, you and I winna cast out, theugh 
we should xnak the proverb a Her, that saith, 
* twa o’ ae trade canna agree and ye’re 
welcome to tak’ your ain gait o’ the sport, 
(always remembering to advise wi’ me afore 
faces, as is meet, ye ken ;) and wha kens hut 
your outlandish htshions may be the lure 
to gar another pok o’ the red gowd light 
down upon your neivc again some o’ thae 
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(lays ; for great folk,” said he, in a confiden- 
tial ^vliispcr, “ are unco new fanglcd, and, by 
my troth, here’s as pretty an instance o’ it 
as anc should desire to see ; for here am I, 
wha was the first that flew .falcon for his 
Majesty’s sport, when he was a callant of 
ten suinniers in tlic castle of Stirling, and I, 
the I iord M ar s faleoner, and yet I never had 
as inui kle gowd afore, as now lies atween 
tlic leather of mine awn proper hide and 
tills huff Jerkin ; — but here’s to thy farther 
guid fortune, an thou inakest sae good use 
o’ it !” said he, as he took a hearty pull at the 
flask, and liandcd it to his companion. 

•• 1 drink, " said the .Jesuit, “ to our royal 
master's health, and to the filling of his cof- 
fers — pledge me, go(Ml 1 1 eronshaw, and then 
instruct me, who was that delronair youth 
nith his .Majesty in the park, who looked 
as mirth and he were sworn companions ?” 

•• And lang may they lie sae!” returned 
the old man ; “ for the Master of Ruthven is 
a free-hearted young gentleman, anda-cou- 
rageousf as ever put a foot in stump, and 
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they say he rides not mair featly than he 
dances, and that her Majesty the Queen 
hath never roused any man sae mciklc since 
the bonnie Earl o’ Murray ; — but let that 
gang by, it’s qeedless to listen to a’ the idle 
davers ane hears.” 

“ True,” replied the Jesuit, “ and wisely 
spoken — but what said ye of the Earl of 
Murray? for you know my long absence 
from Scotland hath made me a stranger to 
many circumstances that have been passing 
in the land, which you, who have been a re- 
tainer of the court, must be well acquainted 
with.” 

“ There’s some o’ them, if I were ken’d 
to repeat, though,” said Heronshaw, shrug- 
ging up bis shoulders, “ I might get sma’ 
thanks for my pains ; but, as I tak ye to be 
a discreet man, I’ll gi c ye the screed o’ a 
ballad anent the story o’ the Earl ; and as it 
was sung, for aught I ken, on the town gait, 
there can be nac ill in that, ye ken. — How 
sayr it now ?” muttered he, “ I’ll surely 
mind some o’ it — Ay, ay, the twa or three 
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last verses will be enough.” And he be^an 
to repeat them, taking the precaution, how- 
cA cr, that his voice should not be heard be- 
yond the door of his chamber. 


lie Wits i\ hraw gallant, 

A ml lu- tmlc at the ring; 

And the bonny Karl o’ Murray, 
Oh ! he might hae been a king. 

“ lie was a bruw gallant, 

And he play’d at the ba‘ ; 

And the bonny Karl o’ Murray 
Was the flower o’ them a'. 

He was a braw galhinf. 

And lie play'd at the gluve ; 
And tile bonny F'arl o’ Murray, 
He was the Qucnw*s iun." 


“ Now,” said the old man, " that’s the 
sang, and yc may gather gay and weel frac 
it, the sense o’ the story ; and ye see the 
Earl o’ Huntly was at feud wi’ him, and 
slew him : and yc couldna hinder the folk to 
blame greater folk nor Huntly for his death; 
but wc hae naething ado wi’ that — it caused 
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mciklc disturbance a while, but the souch 
o’ it’s clean gane down the wind laiig sync.” 

Methinks, however,” replied the Jesuit, 
“ it were little to the profit of this young 
ISIaster to become the burden of such ano- 
ther ditty.” 

“ Nay,” returned Ilcronsliaw, “ it may 
be naught but idle clashes after a’ ; but this 
I ken, that he’s high in favour wi’ his Ma- 
jesty at the present, wha canna want him 
out o’ his sight, and hath made him anc o' 
the gentlemen o’ his bed-chamber.” 

This Master of Ruthven, if I mistake 
not, must be of thctmwrie family ?” remark- 
ed the Jesuit. 

Even sae,” said the old man ; “ he is 
brother to the young Karl that they arc 
looking for hainc frae far-awa' parts, and 
second son to \VilIiam, Karl o' (iowrie, 
wha was beheaded at Stirling in the 1584 ; 
but the family’s coining far bcii again, for 
ane o’ the dochters is married to the Duke 
o* Lennox, that’s son to him that was ba- 
nished, and is in muckle favour wi’ the 
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King ; and another o' them is lierc at the 
court, waiting on the Queen ; and they say 
the King hands an unco wark wi’ the young 
Karl lyinsel, and a body wishes wcel to the 
family, for they were a’ friends to the coun- 
try. and bitter enemies to the Papists ; and 
they say he's sair wearied for by the |Xistor« 
of the kirk, for he’s a powerful nobleman, 
baith on account o’ his great possessions, 
and his being sac wcel beloved by the peo- 
ple : and seeing that he is come o’ them 
that were sic staunch uphaiulcrs o’ the kirk, 
the ministers think to gi t him on their side 
o’ the question, and maybe recover some o’ 
the privileges they have tyned ; for to speak 
sooth, they arc sair haiiden in e’en now, 
and darena set up their faces to rebuke the 
gentles with that bauldncss they war wont 
to do. since the Proclamation, three years 
sync, forbidding them to speak ony thing 
out o’ the pulpit anent the King’s Majesty, 
or his council ; no that I am saying that 
they wad hac been the waur o’ a wee bit 
voi,. I. E 
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cowiiif^, for they took unco liberties, baith 
\vi’ their Majesties and tlieir court. Od! 
mail, I mind o’ the King’s ain chaplain, 
jMaister Craig, when he was preaching 
afore him, just after that Bothwcll, wf his 
complices, brak the Palace, railing at the 
King, wi’ nae mair reverence nor I wad hac 
boasted a mangy tyke. He made his dis- 
course anent the twa brazen mountains o’ 
Zacharie, and tell’d him, as he had lightly 
regarded the mony bluidy sarks set afore 
him by his subjects, craving justice on the 
Papish lords, so God had justly made a 
noise o’ crying, and a striking o’ forcham- 
mers, to come to his ain Palace doors ; and 
when his Majesty, after sermon, wad* fain 
hac cleared himsel to the folk, Maistcr Craig 
dismissed the congregation, and walked 
furth himsel.” 

“ And how bore his Majesty such inso- 
lence ?” said the Jesuit. 

O ! he was unco wrath, nae doubt,” said 
Hcronshaw ; but what could he do mair, 
but just dismiss him frac bis ain house- 
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hold. Ilut they liachccn wccl hauden down 
in iTj^ard o’ this, sin the Prodaination, as 
I saitl afore ; and some thought tlii' ( juoen 
liad a fm'j;er in that pye, for they meddled 
sair \vi’ her about that time, and sent three 
o' tlu‘ brethren to deal wi’ her anent the 
want o’ n li^nous occupation o' hcrscl and 
iter maidens, and anent their workings, 
maskings, ballings, and sic like divertise- 
ments ; but troth they got little satisfaction 
at her hand, lor she sent tlicrn word she had 
nae time to hear them, being at that pre- 
sent at the (lancing. — But,” said he, lift- 
ing the flask from the table, and peering 
to its bottom, “ the ale stouji’s as dry as it 
weref gysand, sac e'en let us keep sic clavers 
4 ill the next time wc hac a stoup o’ guid 
liijuor afore us, for wc maun gang nowand 
find a chamber w lierein thou may’st bestow 
thyself and thy gear.” 

So saying, he left the rqiartnicnt to cont- 
inence his search, accompanied by the Je- 
;;uit. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Away«M<b<gonc«-^T)d give a wliirlwind room, 

Or 1 wUl blow you up like dust ! Avaunt ! 

Lli , 


The hour of midnight was approaching, 
when a young man, wrapped in a riding 
doak, mounted on a fine horse, and follow- 
ed by two servants, passed swiftly alon^ the 
road toward Musselburgh, on his way to 
Edinburgh. A considerable quantity of 
snow had fallen during the day, the reflec- 
tion of which, added to the light of a bright 
moon nearly at the full, and a cloudless 
sky thickly studded with stars, rendered 
distant objects plain and conspicuous, and 
those close at hand, almost at> well seen as 
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by day-light. The travellers were about to 
enter the town of Musselburgh at the same 
rapid pace, w hen one of the attendants ro<le 
up to his master, who instantly stoppctl to 
learn the puqwrt of this movement. 

“ I have made bold, my lord," said he, 
“ to inquire if it is your pleasure to bait 
tlic horses here, where there was, when I 
left Scotland, a most excellent inn, and 
where, if your lordship thinks {nroper, you 
can be provided with a good bed apd some 
refreshment, which, under correction, your 
lordship must require ; and as you are not 
expected in Edinburgh, and the night wears 
apace, it may be better for your lordsltip 
to remain here till morning.” 

“ I am much obliged to you, good Mas* 
ter Laurence, for your care of me,” said his 
lordship ; “ but as our horses, notwithstand- 
ing the journey they have made to-day, 
continue to carry us indifrcrcntly well, it is 
my jdeasure that we reach Edinburgh to- 
night” 

“ Very well, my lord,” said his attend- 
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ant falling back, when his master again 
spoke. 

“ I have just recollected that this is your 
native to\vn — at least I think I have so 
heard ; — it is therefore possible you may be 
anxious to see some relative. If that is the 
case, you may remain here all night ; but 
be in the Cannongatc early to-morrow morn- 
ing.” 

“ Many thanks, my lord, — I shall at- 
tend ponctually to your commands,” said 
the man, as he turned off' towards the inn at 
Loretto. 

His master slackened his pace, and turn- 
ed his gaze upward — for the late hour ren- 
dered it impossible fur that night, that he 
should meet the friends, the hope of seeing 
whom had urged him fonvard with such 
q)eed. 

There are few who have not felt the in- 
describable sensations of awe we experience, 
when looking on the magnificent arch of 
heaven and all its brilliant host, uniformly 
and perpetually revolving in their spheres ; 
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and thisfeeling.sonatural to tlichuman heart, 
must have been doubly strong at the time, 
when they w'cre imivcrsally believed to have 
so great an ascendency over our decaying and 
transient existence. It is in vain that the 
understanding would judge impartially of 
whatever is the subject of universal belief,— 
and even the strong and enlightened mind 
of this young nobleman, who was as little, 
or perliaps less tinctured with saperstitiou 
than any of the age in which he lived, was 
still unable to detach itself from some por- 
tion of belief in this vain but seducing 
theory. He gazed intently on the firma- 
ment for some minutes. “ And is it so,” 
thought he, “ and do ye indeed, celestial 
intelligences, prognosticate in your aspects 
and conjunctions, the fate of each son of 
humanity ? or is it fancy all ? and do we 
but cheat ourselves with lying calculatums? 
Well, be it as it may, ye are but the crea- 
ture.? of the universal Lord, and work but 
as He wills ! Therefore, if ye have any in- 
fluence t>n my &tc, and human skill hath 
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read ye right, that ye frown upon my des- 
tiny, still will I make my supplications, 
undismayed, to that higher Source, secure 
of consolation and protection, while my 
heart is honest, and my actions just. — And 
I had need,” continued he, withdrawing his 
regards from the heavens, and fixing them 
on the surrounding objects, “ much need, it 
may be, of divine protection, on returning 
to a country which so ill requited my noble 
and patriotic father, and whose weak-mind- 
ed sovereign is ever swayed by favourites, 
however base. But, come weal, come woe, 
I am linked to it by too many attachments, 
and have too many duties to perform in it, 
to think of relinquishing it. Nay, how 
impossible that would be, 1 am at this mo- 
ment convinced, while that well remember- 
ed city is just bursting on my sight, and 
causing my heart to beat higii and quick 
within me. Yes,” he continued, “ there is 
her venerable castle on its giant rock, reign- 
ing majestically over all the lesser objects 
of that city, whose many generations' it hath 
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sun ived And there rises high into air the 

cloud of smoke which canopies the slum- 
bering citizens ; — and beneath it, you also 
repose, my beloved brother and sister ! — a 
few hours more, and 1 shall fold you to my 
breast !” 

Soon after this soliloquy, the Earl of 
Govvric (for it was he of whom we have 
spoken) arrived before a large and hand- 
some-looking house in the Canongate, into 
which, after brief space, he was admittetl, 
and where wc shall leave him while we re- 
turn to his attendant, whom we left near 
the hostelry of I^oretto, and who, on pro- 
ceeding to the outward gate of the inn- 
yard,' found it amply secured against in- 
truders, it being the custom of its clerical 
landlord to have it fastened at an early 
hour ; for so cautious w as he of harbouring 
Jiight-drinkers, that he preferred the loss 
of the custom of such to the chance of ha- 
ving his hostly occupation (by means of 
some night brawl committed in his house) 
E 2 
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canvassed Ly the General Assembly, who 
were beginning about this period to look 
more narrowly into the aifairs of their bre- 
thren of all denominations. 

It was therefore in vain that he stood for 
the space of ten minutes smiting at the 
door with a pretty large stone which he had 
picked up for the purpose, and shouting 
with all the force of lungs none of the weak- 
est At length the drowsy voice of a boy, 
who acted as underling to the hostler, an- 
swered from the inside, “ Wha the murrain 
arc ye that keep sic a din at the yett, fit to 
waken the dead, and what want ye ?” • 

“ What want I ?’’ repeated the stranger ; 
” why, to be let in certainly, with a tjurse 
upon your questions — cant ye unbar the 
gate ? I promise you I am sufficiently tired 
of pounding at it.” 

" I shanua do ony sic thing tho’,” re- 
sponded the boy ; “ for we dinna let ony 
body in at this time o’ night ; it’s quite and 
dean against the rules o’ the house, and I 
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pliould get wccl leathered if I were to open 
the yett ; sae gang your gaits to Gudemau 
Sowerbutt’s, at the other end o’ the toun, 
for he’ll let yc in at ony time.”- 

The wiser man he if he means to thrive,” 
said he on the outside^; “ but now hearken 
to me, ray good fellow^ ! If you do not speedi* 
ly give me and this good steed of mine en- 
trance, 1 will bestow upon you such ahyding, 
as shall prevent your having the trouble of 
opening the gate for some days to come.” 

“ Ay,” said the boy, with a most provo’- 
king laugh of malicious irony ; ** but how 
will ye catch me, Master Swaggerer ? Here 
I am jeest beside ye — nacthing but the door 
atw'ccn us — but let’s sec how ye’ll won at 
PIC — it w inna be the night, I’m thinking ; 
and gin the house wTre a stir, I dinna think 
I’d fear yc miicklc/’ 

While the urchin, who imagined himself 
in perfect security, was indulging his ht^- 
mour at the cxpencc of the excluded gueit» 
the person he was tormenting made fast 
with all speed the bridle of his horse to one 
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of the iron rings, which were fixed on each 
side of the gate for that purpose ; and laying 
hold of one of the stones which alternately j ut- 
ted out, in fonning the side posts of the door- 
way, he began to ascend in the same man- 
ner in which he had frequently before made 
good his entrance in the days of boyhood ; 
and having arrived at the top of the wall, 
and taken a firm hold, dropped down a 
height of ten feet with the utmost ease be- 
side the astonished boy, whom he seized 
upon with a most relentless grijn; before he 
could make his way into the house. 

“ Now,” said he, “ 1 rede your apeship 
not to be insolent to travellers hereafter 
along with which admonition, he bestowed 
upon him some such hearty cuffs, that the 
boy b^an to bellow “ murder” most lusti- 
ly. It was in vain, however, that he kicked 
and threw himself into all manner of pos- 
tures ; — one hand of his corrector still kept 
its hold, till the other was wcarj- of the 
pastime, which ha})pcning, however, at 
Wgth, and the little wTctch fecliEg him- 
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self at liberty, made all the haste toward 
the house which his unmerciful castigator 
had left in his power, but was closely fol- 
lowed by the stranger, to prevent the po«- 
sibility of his still excluding him from the 
house by being the first to gain the en- 
trance. Having therefore arrived both at 
the same time within that apartment, which 
we ha\c before described as forming the 
public room of the inn, they found such of 
the inhabitants as had been disturbed by 
the screams of the boy already on foot, and 
employed in obtaining a light from the 
peats that were smouldering on the hearth, 
and which purpose a half-awakened, half* 
dregsed damsel had just attained, when the 
stranger, stepping forward, took the lamp 
from her hand, — “ Thou shalt be rewarded 
for this some other time, my nymph of the 
kettles,” said he, with a familiar nod- 
The group at the fireside, which consist- 
ed of two female servants and the boy, all 
of whom, save the latter, were ignorant of 
what had caiised the disturbance, eyed him 
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with much surprise, as the lamp which he 
held in his hand threw its glare across his 
undaunted features, and displayed his tall 
and powerful person, armed with a brace of 
pistols and a couteau, whose bright mount- 
Higs dashed on their sight, as he extended 
his hand to lay hold once more on the boy, 
'lyho shrieked out in miserable anticipation 
of another beating. 

“ I pray you compose yourself,” said he, 
“ most courteous mannikin, for thou shalt 
not have another beating until thou dost 
deserve it ; therefore, I say, compose thy- 
self, and answer me — What callest thou the 
hostler of this most serene and quiet inn, 
that admitteth not travellers after mid- 
night, and keepeth their good steeds stand- 
ing exposed to tlie frosty air? — Beshrew 
me, but this shall be looked to ! — What 
call ye him, I say ?” 

** Griffy Girth,” said the boy, in a sulky 
tone, which argued any thing but willing- 
tnu$ to answer his question. 

* Then shew me, without more ado. 
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where he hides himself,” replied the stran- 
ger, still keeping hold of the boy’s shoulder, 
and following him into a recess by the side 
of the outward door, whence they ascended 
by a few narrow steps to the loft over the 
stable. 

“ There — that’s him,” said the boy, point* 
ing to a man who lay snoring in a corner 
upon a bed formed of bundles of straw tied 
firmly together, and so filled up in the in-" 
terstices, as to become a flat surfiaice on the 
upper part. 

“ Now,” said the stranger^ descend, my 
hoj)cful, and order them down yonder to 
have quickly in readiness what is becomiiiq^ 
to ,sct before a guest of quality, who hath 
not broken his fast for some hours, and 
whose appetite is none of the puniest with- 
al. — Dost hear ? — let them make dispatch, 
I say ! — begone ! and see thou savest thy 
bones by doing my bidding.” 

“ Thy bidding, truly !” muttered the 
boy, as he descended — ** I’ll straight to hia 
Reverence^ ^ and hear what he says to thy 
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devil’s tricks ; for, if ye dinna be auld Beel- 
zebub himsel, I’m sure ye’re ane o’ his 
whuppcrs-iu.” 

“ Hollo ! GrifF — Hostler !” said the stran- 
ger, shaking him roughly by the arm. 

“ Hollo ! who calls ?” replied he, at the 
same time flinging his legs over and sitting 
\mright on the side of his miserable bed, 
wmle he rubbed his eyes, and stretched 
them wide upon the armed figure that stood 
Wfore him. “ Wha are yc ? and what 
'make ye here ?” said he. 

“ Rub thine eyes again, man,” said the 
intruder, pushing b.ack his hat, which he 
wore somewhat flapped, and holding up the 
lamp, that its rays might fall full upon his 
countenance. “ Rememberest thou nought 
of these features ? At all events thou hast 
not surely forgotten the cask of brandy- 
wine, and the lad that crept through the 
bole scarce big enough for a cat, that he 
JjMght accommodate thee with thy nightly 
{Kltstions.” 

** Now the deevil broil me, if. ye can be 
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other than iny young master,” said the 
hostler, springing on his feet, and raising 
the stranger’s hand that held the lamp, till 
its light fell once more on his face. “ Ay ! 
ay ! there's the scar abune the upper lip, 
that ye got when ye fell frac climbing the 
corbie’s nest at the Craigs ; it’s no jecst co- 
vered by the black hair that grows sae thick 
about it, and gies ye sae muckle the scnt- 
blance of a bravo.” 

“ A bravo, quotha !” said the stranger ; 
“ good Master Hostler, know that you speak 
to one, wliose six years experience hath 
taught him not to let any man insult him, 
much less such as thee.” 

‘*,Na, my master,” replied the hostler, 
“ when 1 likened thee to a bravo, I did but 
intend the comparison in respect o’ thy 
courageous bearing ; for methiiiks ye look, 
armed as ye now are, fit to cope wi' some 
half score o’ fellows, whac might nathlett 
still maintain some character for manhood. 
But I aye said ye would return some day sia 
as I nowk sec ye,” 
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“ A plague upon thee and thy long- 
winded stories !” said his young master ; 
“ make haste and don thy rags, and bear 
in mind that my horse standeth this cold 
night tied to the gate ; meanwhile, answer 
me quickly — Howfareth it with mymother? 
and wherefore are thedoors of this inn barred 
Igainst the night-traveller ?” 

** Your mother remains fat and fair ; but 
doubtless ye have heard o’ your father’s 
death, and that she hath married a minister 
o’ the reformed Kirk ?” said the hostler. 

“ Of my father’s death I was informed,” 
returned he, “ but not of this cursed mar- 
riage ; they shall find it no easy matter, 
though, to cheat me out of my patriniony, 
to claim which, I have returned from a 
country much more to my taste. — So, ho ! 
this barring out of guests is all along of this 
ghostly father’s contriving, then. I’ll war- 
rant me? — But I shall see to this — I’ll have 
90 psalm-singing priest in this hostel, or he 
idudl pay well for his quarters.” 
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“Guid luck to ye, my worshipful master!" 
said Griffy — “ may it even happen as ye 
say, for we hae seen nae sic guid days sin 
ye left us.” 

“ Thou shalt see them again, bully Grif- 
fy,” said IjaHrcncc.<)r-“ Hut hold ! — what 
hast thou here in this pottle-pot by the side 
of thy lair ?” 

“ Only,” replied the hostler, “ a soup ale 
to wash tlic Stour out o’ my throat, and gar 
me sleep without dreaming.” 

“It shall do the more knightly service of 
washing ray tliroat instead of thine, then,” 
said he, as he swallowed the whole at a 

draught. “ Now get thee gone to my 

nag. and see that thou dost him all ima- 
ginable justice, for he is a horse of price, 
and none of your common aivers.” 

** Never fear, — ye ken of old that 1 may 
be trusted with a good horse," said the 
hostler, as he slid through a trap-door in- 
to the stable below, and left Laurence to 
descend again to the room be had before 
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quitted, and where he now found his mo- 
ther, in addition to those he had left there 
when he went in search of the hostler. Ta- 
king, however, no notice of her, he exclaim- 
ed, on seeing no preparation for the meal 
he had ordered, — 

“ Why stand ye here all a-gape ? where 
are the viands that were to satisfy my in- 
ward cravings ? Fly, I say, instantly, and 
produce your best ! — And, I say, my good 
wench,” speaking to her from whom he had 
taken the lamp, “ heap up that fire with 
wood, and make it burn quickly ; and, look 
ye, draw that small table in the comer near- 
er to it, and there let the vivers be placed. 
And, hark yc, good myrmidons, henceforth 
know me for the owner of this hostel, and 
your master, and for one who is determined 
to be obeyed as such. And you, Master 
Drawer, Pantler, Tapster, or whatever thou 
callest thyself, bring forth some of your best 
innes, not forgetting the emperor of all, the 
cap of brandy-wine, fittest beverage for such 
sights as these.” 
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While the domestics flew to obey him, 
not daring to do othenvise, he walked up to 
where our hostess stood in silent amazement, 
not being at first able to determine whether 
he was or was not her long-lost son. There 
was a something 1n his voice and manner 
that irresistibly fixed her gaze upon him ; 
but his altered appearance, and his ruffian- 
ly air, seemed to make her feel an instinc- 
tive dread of hearing him avow his relation- 
ship. 

“ And now, my lady mother,” said he, 
dropping on his knees before her with a look 
of mock reverence, “ here is your dutiful 
son come to claim his patrimony, and your 
bles»ng on him and it.” 

“ Alas !” said bis mother, bursting into 
tears, “ and how have yc returned to me, 
Laurence, after being sae lang mourned for? 
— get up, for shame ! and mock me not wi’ 
this show of duty, .when ye have already 
defied me to my face, by declaring this 
house thine, and thyself master over my 
senants 
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At this moment a voice sounded from 
the opposite side of a large oaken table 
which stood in the midst of the apartment 
” And know, young man,” it said, “ that 
I am thy father, and will compel thy duty 
to thy mother ; for, doth not the scripture 
say, ‘ the Lord hath confirmed the authori- 
ty of the mother over her sons ?’ ” 

Laurence started on his feet, and faced 
the utterer of this speech, whose person w'as 
closely wrapped in a sheet, that he had 
drawai from his bed to cover him, while he 
listened within the open door of his own 
chamber to what was passing in the hall. 
Being induced to this by the report of the 
boy, in which, though it had raised his 
wife from her bed, he apprehended nothing 
molt; than the act of a wilful traveller, who 
wal determined to make good his quarters 
for the night ; he therefore did not appear 
till provoked by hearing Laurence style 
himself master of the house; when he sal- 
lied forth, equipped in his sheet, as we have 
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said, and was further moved to make him* 
self known, by the declaration of his son- 
in-law, that he was come to claim his patri- 
mony. 

IVc have said that Laurence stood op- 
]>osite to our host, whom affecting to mis- 
take for an apjiarition, — “ Thou my father!” 
said lie — “ lying spirit, avaunt thee for a 
bungling fiend ! — thou hast not even taken 
his resemblance to cheat me withal ! But 
methinks thou hast stolen his winding- 
sheet, and I may use so much freedom as 
to put mine own mark upon it.” So say- 
ing, he drew a pistol from his belt in the 
twinkling of an eye, cocked it, and fired in 
the dirt-ttion of our terrified host, being 
careful, however, so to take his aim at the 
under part of the gallery that ran round 
the room, as not to injure him. It was, 
however, doubtful whether this was a need- 
ful preeaution or not ; for our host, not al- 
together liking the disjdacing of the pis- 
tol, had, at the instant of his firing, taken 
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the protection of the table, by ensconcing 
himself under it. 

The scene of confusion which ensued on 
the report of the pistol cannot easily be 
described. The bullet had entered the gal- 
lery near to the apartment of the Abbess, 
whose appearance above in tlie gallery in- 
stantly followed the piercing shriek which 
she uttered, as she sprung from her bed 
with all the agility of a girl of sixteen. 
At the same moment other doors opened, 
and several people, who had been guests for 
the night, rushed out of their chambers to 
demand the occasion of this outrage, wliich 
no one seemed capable of explaining except 
the person who had committed it, and who 
stood apparently enjoying tlic uproar he 
had occasioned, with a countenance in whicli 
the mostmischievdus expression was mingled 
with triumphant mirth, while, totally re- 
gardless of the commotion around him, he 
elnployed himself in deliberately reloading 
the pistol he had fired, and replacing it in 
his belt ; nor did he appear evtu to he4.r 
10 
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the Icnp^thencd sobs of his mother, whom be 
had frightened into a fit of hysterics, but, 
addressing the people, who were clamorous 
for an explanation, — 

‘‘ Peace, my masters !” he said ; “ and, 
trust me, none of you arc in any danger 
from my weapons ; nay, on the contrary, I 
think it probable that I have this night 
preserved you all from becoming the prey 
of the foul fiend, and descending with him 
to Tophet, and that by means of this very 
pistol which hath so much alarmed you — 
Nay, look not incredulous, my friends, for 
I swear that tlierc he stood, wrapt in grave- 
clothes, and calling himself the apparition 
of my father, who was owner of this liousc, 
and hath been several years dead. Now, 
jiulge, my masters, between me and this 
cowardly spirit, who vanished at the first 
(lash of the pan, whether I, who have but 
this night returned, after an absence of six 
years, was to allow myself to be bravpd in 
mine own house by this malicious dcvil> 

VOL, I F 
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who hath taken possession of it in my ab- 
sence, and whose wish, it appeareth to me, 
was to terrify me from claiming my just 
and lawful property, foreseeing, no doubt, 
that a man of my kidney was not likely to 
submit quietly to the pranks he hath been 
in the practice of amusing himselfwithal ; — 
such as, excluding night-travellers from the 
convenience of this inn, much to the detri- 
ment of its good fame, and the prejudice of 
its owner’s profit.^ It hath also been his 
custom, it would appear, to be seen at times 
under this roof as a tun-bellied host, not 
acting, however, as becometh the character 
he assumeth, but avoiding to welcome his 
guests, as in duty bound. And, still more 
strange to relate, he cometh at other limes 
in the shape of a reformed minister, with 
cloak and band, and taketh upon him to 
quote scriptiure — nay, hath been heard to 
imitate psalm- singing, making a droning 
-sort of noise, no doubt in derision of those 
pious Presbyterians, who, having discovered 
tire sinfulness of praising their Maker with 
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melody, have banished all harmony from 
their worship.” 

‘‘ Now, out upon thee, sacrilegious mon- 
ster i” exclaimed mine host, as he rose from 
under the table, dost revile my sacred 
office, with thy gibes and jeers ?” 

Hark ! I hear again the voice of the 
evil one ; and, if mine eyl*s deceive me not,” 
said I^aurencc, “ I j>erceive the fiend rising 
like a white mist, in the very spot where 
he appeared before. — Nay, then, I must 
again apply mine exorcist.” And he laid 
his band upon the pistol, which was, how- 
ever, arrested in the act of drawing it forth, 
by the strong arm of a guest, who, liaving 
issued from a door at his back, had stood 
unperceivi'd behind him during his extra- 
erdinary harangue. At this act of coercion 
lie turned quickly round, with the fire leap* 
iug from his fierce and deeply-set black eyes. 
No sooner, however, did he encounter the 
glance of the Jesuit, than he burst into a 
most obstreperous and uncontrollable it 
of laugl^tCL hi which, contrary to his can* 
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tioiis habit of regulating every word, look, 
and movement by that crafty policy, wliich 
ever shunned giving offence to any one, the 
Jesuit heartily joined, especially as he per« 
ccived mine host, taking advantage of the 
momentary inattention of his persecutor, 
cautiously moving off toward his cham- 
ber, like a fox stealing from cover, and at 
the same time keeping his eye fixed upon 
I^aurence, whom he began to imagine in a 
state of derangement. He therefore retreat- 
al with all possible expedition, and having 
gained his sleeping apartment, bolted and 
barricadoed the door within, leaving those 
on the outside to settle the matter with the 
supposed maniac as they best might, while 
he disencumbered himself of the sheet, and 
began to grope about for his ordinary ap- 
parel, not daring to attempt to procure a 
light to direct him in his search, or. to go 
to bed again, lest some attack should be 
made upon him %vhile in that defenceless 
atate. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


I’iitiemx', 1 i>ru)' you j— ’tWas a fault unwilling— 

to-inurrow't shall b« mended. 

SlIAKUiAHt. 


Laurkxce had no sooner recovered from 
the fit of merriment in which he had in- 
dulged, on perceiving that the Jesuit had 
Ijecii witness to tlie strange scene recorded 
in the last chapter, than he exclaimed — 
‘‘ W hat, my friend ! — thou hast then fol- 
lowcil my directions, and discovered the 
Hostel of fx)rctto, where I make thee most 
heartijy welcome ; and tlic rather, that thou 
hast arrived in time to see me banish to the 
Red Sea that unwieldy apparition — that 
hypocritical craven, who, taking advantage 
<it' my^hae«<"e, hath married himself to my 
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stock and steeding, myhouse garniture, and 
mine ale and wine-butts.” 

“ Nay, cease thy vociferation,” said the 
Jesuit — “ thou art surely beside thyself ! — 
I never saw thee in so wild a humour. 
And, credit me,” he continued, lowering 
his voice, so as only to be heard by him he 
was addressing, “ if you persist in this mad- 
ness, your liopes of emolument from me are 
like to vanish into smoke. I beseech thee, 
therefore, give over these wilful pranks, and 
be nrled into somewhat more sober seem- 
ing. I have much to inform thee of ; but, 
if thou dost not put a curb upon thy folly, 
how thinkest thou any wise man will com- 
mit to thee the management of aught in 
which discretion is required ?” 

“ Now, on my soul, ye know not the pro- 
vocation !” replied Laurence. — “ Here came 
I to-night, hungry and weary with the 
day’s hard travel, and find the door of mine 
own house barred against me, and am com- 
manded by a devil’s sucking imp to get me 
gone, because it was untiraeoca hsijrs, fc^- 
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sooth, to break upon t}ic slumbers of the 
godly host ! — but 1 will so firk him, that 
he shall speedily be fain to slumber some- 
where els&!” 

“ What ! ’ said the Jesuit, “ beginniug 
again ! — But I have wanicd you, for your 
own interest, — if you profit not, the fault 
is none of luine — But, look ye, here is ear- 
nest,” — shewing him a purse half filled with 
gold, — “ that, if we act well our part , for- 
tune will jMjrfonn hers to our satisiactioii. 
And I advise thee once more, now that the 
object of thy dislike hath withdrawn at thy 
bidding, to trouble thyself no more about 
him, at least for this night, but console your 
poor mother, who sitteth yonder, scarce re- 
covered from the swoon into which your 
violence liath tlu-own her ; and when tliou 
hast done so, lay* aside your weapons, and eat 
your ^supper, which is pr^ared yonder by 
the fire.” 

“ Bishrew my heart, hut thou speakest 
wisely, and enforcest thine argument most 
pithil]^,” assumed he; “ for the gold and 



128 


ST JOHNSTOUN. 


the viands are with me, by my faith, most 
necessary commodities, for this pocket lack- 
eth even a coin to play at cross-and-pile 
withal, and my very inward bowels croak 
like a nest of young ravens ! — therefore, 
good scignor, I am thuie to command.— 
Mother,” said he, advancing to the bcnclx 
on which she sat, leaning how head against 
the wall, ‘‘ I am come to comfort thee, see- 
ing I am sorry thou hast been so much af- 
frighted, notwithstanding thou hast com- 
forted thyself, much to my discomfort, in 
putting this holy caitiff in the place of my 
late worshipful father, whom God rest, 
who would never have deprived me of my 
birth-right, although somewhat displeased 
at my leaving him without his consent, 
and more especially, mayhap, at my making 
his purse of mole-skin the companion of my 
journey. But what then? — I was not the first 
lad of spirit that had hankered after foreign 
countries; and for the matter of tlii gold, 
he was too reasonable not to acknowledge 
that there was no travelling without 
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Therefore, I pray you leave off groaning so 
piteously, and thou shalt find me hence- 
forth a dutifid son, provided Master Priest 
meddleth not in my matters, and doth not 
again presume to. call himself my father. 
And look ye, mother,” continued he, imi- 
tating the action of counting money with 
his right hand into the left, you must be* 
liberal — you must disburse, understand me ; 
for I have jL‘crtain knowledge that this hos- 
tel is a good concern, and if I go not snacks, 
I pro]>hecy it will soon become mine own 
altogether. Ponder on tJiis, good mother ; 
— and thou hadst best, as I think, betake 
thee to thy bed, for thou lookest wondrous 
cold^ and shakest as though thou hadst seen 
a gliost in very deed ” 

“^Now, God be merciful unto me!” re- 
turned his mother, as she rose to depart 
from ^thc public room — is it matter o’ 
wonderment, think ye, that I should quake 
at beholding mine ain proper son turned 
bully and man-queller ? and that I should 
hae a iomms fn* heart at hearing an honest 
i 2 
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and reverend man, who is a mense to us a’, 
basely reviled, because he hath ta’en part 
in ray joys and my sorrows, when I was for- 
saken by thee, and had nanc else to solace 
me ?” 

“ I tell thee, mother, thou knowest my 
mind — it is fixed and unalterable,” said 
Laurence ; “ therefore, I wish thee good 
•^est, and a clear understanding of thine 
own interest. — But harkce,” continued he, 
as she was moving toward her own cham- 
ber, “ now I think on’t, thou badst best 
give me what ready cash thou hast, for mine 
occasions press, .seeing my pockets are bare, 
and that my Lord of Gowrie oweth me no 
remuneration at this present.” 

“ My Ivord of Govmc !” repeated bis 
mother ; “ why, I was informed by' the 
Master of Ruthven that ye had lang .'iince 
left his service !” 

“ True ; but it is also as true that I re- 
turned to his service, and that I afi) more 
in favour than my fellow knaves, as that 
he this night passed through thirteVn, al- 
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lowing me to remain here till to-morrow 
morning.” 

I marvel muckle,” replied his mother, 
that sae wise and glide a young lord, for 
so the bruit of him runneth, should main- 
tain in his service one who appeareth to 
have profiteil sae little by his ensample.” 

** Nay now, mother, thou knowest me 
not,” said I^aurcncc ; “ assure thyself I aw- 
as solicr a lad as any Presbyterian of them 
all, barring when the wine flask and I get 
too intimate, or when I am contradicted ; 
for thou mayest rememher, that of old 1 
never could bear contradiction. But thou 
hast answered nothing in respect of the 
cash ; go, tlierefore, in search of thy money* 
bags, while I satisfy mine hunger.” 

Upon the faith o a Christian woman, 
theU,” said his mother, there is not sae 
rnuAle as a cross within these doors, see-* 
ing k have this very night paid Deacon 
Bull-c*aver his charges for furnishing us 
some jaionths by-past wi’ flesh ; but take 
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grace to thyscl, and ye shall not want 
such supply as in reason ye can desire.” 

“ Well, on these conditions, I am paci- 
fied,” said he ; “ only remember, that I shall 
return in a few days to claim thy promise ; 
in the meantime, farewell.” — And he strode 
off, without giving time for reply, to the 
table on which his meal was placed, and 
Mijjcrc he found his friend already seated. 
Observing, however, that some of the guests 
and servants still remained, in expectation, 
most probably, of andther brawl, 

“ My masters,” said he to the guests, 
“ I pray you betake yourselves to your pil- 
lows incontinently, for the play is played 
out, and there will be no more sport, inas- 
much as the old brock hath gone to ground ; 
and as for you, ye lick-platter rascals,,” t'on- 
tinued he to the menials, “ slink off; — put 
hold ! — what have we here ? — the stale trick 
of a cold quarter of lamb, with the tay! of a 
kid craftily appended to it, making it^ppear 
what it is not!— fy upon such knavery jt^which 
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satisBcth the eye, and disappointeth the pa- 
late ! — And what is this? — so !” — tMting a 
small dosk — ‘'thisbrandy-wincispassable 
and ajTplying his lips in the same way to a 
larger flask — this claret is of the right 
smack !••— somewhat cold and weak for the 
weather, but his auxiliary here shall qualify 
him. — So now leave us, varlets !— and, dost 
hear ? — tell (Jrifl‘ Hostler to have my hotw 
saddled by seven hours to-morrow, for so ear- 
ly I must ride. — And now that time .serves,” 
said he, addressing the .Fesuit as soon as 
the room was cleared of the servants, and 
speaking between each mouthful as he swal- 
lowed his supper, “ how fareth it with thine 
ancient charge, thy kinswoman ? is she 
also* lodged under this roof ? — and thy 
hawhe — thy bird of birds, who is to lay the 
golden eggs ? — come, discourse ^nto me 
conwning tiiesc matters ; but, more espe- 
ciallyVlet me understand how m'...e interest 
standsViFccted in that purse, with which 
thou (Wst eveu now becalm mine angry 
humofej*”. 
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“ That purse is thine, with its contents,” 
replied the Jesuit, handing it over to him, 
“ and contains no less than twenty-five 
rose-nobles — so much for the assistance thou 
hast already ^ven me ; and this is but an 
earnest of thy recompense, provided we ac- 
complish the purpose for which I. and the 
companion of my journey arc here ; but 

bfar in mind the demeanour which is ncces- 

• 

sary on yonr part, and believe not that I 
can continue to shower gold upon you, if 
your conduct becomes not more circumspect 
than thou hast this night given example of. 
Thex\bbess is nowin this hostel, and, alarm- 
ed beyond all caution by your inconsiderate 
folly, stood during the affray in that corri- 
dor, invoking the tutelar saint of her Con- 
vent and the holy Virgin, with such k)ud 
and earnest supplication, that nothing ibut 
the babble of tongues below, and the affright 
of the people themselves, prevented < their 
making such remarks as must hav|^ given 
grounds for very troublesome suspicions. 
Fottunately, however, I had notj;f!t^red to 
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repose when you first sallied into the house, 
and recognizing your voice, entered this 
apartment in time to catch her eye, and give 
her a most earnest signal of silence, before 
the alarm had sufficiently subsided to admit 
of her Ijcing attended to ; you therefore may 
perceive the consequences in which this 
wild folly of yours had nearly involvcd us.’l 
“ A plague on that tempting dranghfM 
stout ale that stood so invitingly by the 
hostler’s Wd-side !” said Laurence ; “ which, 
taken into my empty stomach, ascended me 
into the brain, and prompted so forcibly 
my w'ish of terrifying that old hypocrite ; — 
but I am schooled — I am edified, and will 
forswear all stich misdemeanours for the 
futfiro. — and thou knowest I can be firm 
wh|n I list.” 

And without tliat knowledge on my 
part\ friend, thou also knowest,” replied 
the Sesuit, “ that thou hadst not now 
been «re, or, in all probability, alive at 
this nJment, and most assuredly not trust- 
ed inj^r’flTair of such perilous consequence. 
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as that wlierein I have pledged myself to 
him in whose power it lies to requite us with 
principalities, could we do aught to deserve 
such reward.” 

“ I would that I knew what sort of ser- 
vice would send a principality my way,” 
said Laurence, “ and I’ll promise you I 
would not be too scrupulous in the method 
of earning it.” 

“ I speak, nevertheless, of possibilities,” 
said the Jesuit ; “ for there is no saying how 
far we may recommend ourselves to further 
notice, if we first bring to pass, with regard to 
tliis girl, what our employers are so anxious 
to accomplish ; and we have already made 
a fair beginning, as thou shalt hear.” 

He then faithfully related all that uad 
passed since his landing in Scotland, X'X- 
cepting, that in describing his interview^ 
with the King, he did not mention the fa- 
bricated talc by whicli he had impostd on 
liis Majesty, hut left Laurence to § ippose 
he owed his success entirely to old iJeron- 
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sbaw ami the merits of the falcon, and that 
the gold was given as a recompense for the 
latter. 

It may not be improper to inform the 
reader, before proceeding farther, of the cir- 
cumstances which introduced the Jesuit and 
Laurence to the knowledge of each other, 
for which purpose it will be necessary to 
give a short history of the latter, during 
the six years he Imd passed abroad. It is 
already known that he attended tlie Ivarl 
of (iowrie, who went at the age of seven- 
teen, accompanied by liis brother, the Mas- 
ter of Ruthven, to Ladua, to complete his 
education, and where many causes com- 
bined to make his master regard him with a 
favourable eye. lie was about his own 
ageJ— ‘of a shrewd comprehension, and a 
chewful temper, — zealous and diligent ia 
his Atcndancc, and had with so much ear- 
nestn\ss volunteered to follow him abroad, 
that tl\ man must have been of a disposi- 
tion dJmetrically opposite to that of the 
youth jd ^Karl, who could have refused to 
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reward his services by distinguishing kind- 
ness. But, perhaps, what weighed with 
the Earl still more than the qualifications 
we have mentioned, was his being his coun- 
tryman. For whosoever hath journeyed far 
from home, knows full well the value which 
the mind attaches to the most unimportant 
persons or things when associated with that 
place so dear to memory — that territory of 
the heart, which possesses, for fond fancy, a 
'charm never attached to any other spot. 

The Earl and his brother left Scotland 
with only three attendanffe ; Laurence and 
another young man, who were their body 
son ants, and a judicious old man, who was 
foster-father to the Earl, and who accom- 
panied him from motives of love, and^as a 
sort of sedative, furnished by the younjJ* no- 
blemen’s anxious and affectionate mother, 
to operate in some measure on the bi^jyant 
spirits of themselves and their attendants ; 
and who having sensed the late Eurl long 
and faithfully, was destined to be cimptrol- 
leat of his sons’ household while ahiosi , where 
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they were to hire wliat other servants were 
neeessary. 

Laurence remained nearly two years with 
the Karl of Gowrie ; when forming a tran- 
sient attaclunent to a young woman in the 
service of a Spanish family of distinction 
then at l^adua, he engaged himself in the 
serv ice of her master, and went with ||ira 
to Spain, where, losing the moral advan- 
tages he had enjoyed in the well-regulated 
household of the Earl, under the eye of old 
Adam, already mentioned, as the sitperin- 
tendant of the domestics, he became dissi- 
pated and licentious, and having frequent- 
ly elmnged his masters during three years 
that he continuixi in Spain, he associated 
liinfcclf with the most abandoned of his 
speties, and* was at length lodged in the 
Iiujbisition, on a cliargc of aggravated he- 
resyl in having sacrilegiously turned into 
ridicMe the modes and forms of the Catho- 
lic worship. 

It TOS at this time, that, sanctioned hy 
the lyme, the Jesuit was engaged in eya- 
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mining the prisons of the Inquisition in 
several of tlie continental countries, in quest 
of such daring spirits as were expected to 
prove useful in carrying into execution 
those plots and conspiracies, framed by the 
Society of which he was a member, and in 
which they so frequently at that period en- 
gaged ; and being forcibly struck with the 
courage and constancy with which Lau- 
rence endured the tortures inflicted upon 
him, he learned from him his history ; when 
it immediately occurred to him, that, in 
becoming reinstated in the service of the 
Earl of Gowrie, he might prove of essential 
service to him, by becoming a spy upon his 
master’s actions. He therefore offered to 
liberate him, on his promising fidelity to 
himself, and on condition of hfs renoun* *ing 
the reformed religion for that of lidme. 
To the former of these proposals, Iir an- 
nexed the prospect of munificent relvard ; 
and the latter, being a matter of bto little 
moment to occasion any hesitation in a 
mind totally divested of religious* scruples, 
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lie was, in consequence of his acquiescence, 
immediately emancipated from his perilous 
situation. 

No sooner was he at liberty, than the 
Jesuit, furnishing him with money, sent 
him into Norway (which was at that pe- 
riod thecoiu'jry most famed for good hawks) 
in search of a falcon, of the rarest and most 
valuable kind. Laurence was indefatiga- 
hie in the accomplishment of his commis- 
sion ; and, by means of a high bribe, ob- 
tiiined from one of the King of Denmark s 
falconers, who went annually into Norway, 
to make a selection from the most valuable 
kinds, the white gyr-falcon, already so often 
nieiilional ; and which the Jesuit no sooner 
got i|to his possession, than he delivered 
to a falconer, to coinjilete its train- 

iiig ; ^vhile he set himself to acquire a tho- 
rough knowledge of woodcraft, in which he 
soon bA’ainc a proficient. 

Meanwhile, Laurence, acting by the Je- 
suit's diroctions, returned to the Earl of 
(io^vrie.f jien residing at Cicneva; and feign- 
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ing the greatest attachment to him, and 
the deepest contrition for having left his 
service, he found it no difficult task to pre- 
vail on him to receive him again into his 
employment ; especially as the Earl was 
then on the eve of returning to Scotland, 
and did not intend carrying with him any 
of his foreign domestics. 

The Jesuit, about this time, hastened to 
Rome ; and taking the Abbess under his 
protection, travelled through Germany, and 
embarked in a vessel from the Texel, bound 
for the port of Eeith, a few^ miles short of 
which place, they were safely landed in the 
commencement of this story ; and where, 
according to the direction of Laurence, whom 
the Jesuit had made acquainted wdt^i the 
particulars of his mission to SeotlamL in as 
far as it concerned the Abbess auf,. her 
niece, it was his intention to have iij.juiretl 
for the Hostel of Loretto, had he ij,jt been 
immediately directed to it by t};c fisher- 
man ; intending to take up his abqdc there, 
until the arrival of his colleague, who had 
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agreed to introduce him to old Heron- 
shaw, and who w-as now attending the Earl 
through France and England, on his way 
to Scotland ; where, as the foregoing rela- 
tion has already conducted him, we s^iall 
now again follow, with alacrity, the course 
of our stor^'. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Fair tlu* first that ft*ll of womankwid, 

VV’lu'n on (hat dread yet lovely serpent smiling, 
W'iioHe image then was stamp’d upon )ict mind— 

Hut om*e beguiled — and ever more ix giiiling ; 
l)a/zling-, as that, oh ! too transcendent vision, 

'I’o fforrow's phantoin-]»eopled shimiier given ; 

\Vht'ii heart meets heart again, in dreams Klysian, 
v\nd paints the lo.^t on laitli revived in J leaven ; 

Soft, as the memory (d buried love ; 

Ihire, as the nrayi’i- which <'hiidii:yod wafts above, 

Vin& she— 

Hviio.’s. 


'The Iharl of Ciowrio havinjx iilreadv bad 
a private interview with liis brothei and 
sister, who were then, as we have sai 1, in 
attendance on the King and Queen, was\ 
on the second day of liis arrival in^Kdin- 
burgh, accompanied by his lirother-in-law, 
the Duke of Lennox, ushered ^nto tlu* 
aiulioncc-eliainber at Ilolyrood, th/ongli a 
1'* 
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crowd of courtiers ; to most of whom the 
Master of liutlivcii, proud of liis accom- 
plished brother, cxultingly introduced him ; 
and as lie passed through a long file of 
lords, knights, and gentlemen, it might 
have caused much anuising speculation in 
an acute and unconcerned spectator, to have 
witnessed the difference of feeling mani- 
fested in the several countenances of tlic 
courtly throng, as tlic name of tlie young 
Karl was buzzed tliroiigh the ranks of tin?’ 
antieliainhcr. A few of the old nobles 
greeted him with that deep interest, with 
vdiieh it uas natural to regard the repre- 
u*ntati\c of his fatlier, who liad been their 
aneient colleague : and who, although they 
iiad. Js(parated tlieinsel\(‘s from him in his 
inisljirtunes, yet bore Ids disastrous, and 
^^ha^ they considered, his niiineritcd fate, 
lie li in their memories. Wddle the eyes 
of these grisly warriors wandered in exa- 
mination over his athletic: and manly fi- 
gure, as if looking for the promise of those 

^ OI.. 1 Cj 
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“ thcwcs and sinews ’ which were to fit him 
for future warlike service, those who had 
been of the faction of his fiithcr's enemies, 
marked the fire and dij^nity of his eye, and 
shrunk from his gaze with an involuntary 
dread of I'ctribution. And ever and anon 
might be detected the prying glance of 
sonic young gallant, taking ample note of 
the foreign fashion and materials of his 
doublet, and the cut and air of his ruff ; 
while the more estimable among the young 
nobility, pressed eagerly forward to secure 
an introduction, beholding in him a model 
of all that was noble and engaging, on which 
to form their own manners and bearing. 

But however <livcrsificd the feelings of 
the spectators, we may venture to afirm, 
that never was any man viewed with s^mti- 
mente of more general approbation ; im- 
periously called forth by his grandeur ot 
mien, his beauty of person, and a counte- 
nance which ajipcared the index of all that 
is c.xalted. frank, and noble. 
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As the Earl advanced into tlie room of 
audience, his Majesty hurried toward him, 
and met him half way, as one whom he de- 
lighted to honour ; and as the Earl bent 
his knee, to do the customary homage to 
royalty, the King himself assisted him to 
rise, by taking liis liand, which he ramiliar- 
ly retained in his own for some time, and 
sliook witli a cordiality which eacli favourite 
ill the presence felt in his every nerve ; be- 
holding him possessed of all those outward 
endowments most likely to prepossess and 
fascinate a master, so notoriously the slave 
ol exterior accomplishments ; and their self- 
ish fears were considerably increased, when 
they observed the unrepressed delight with 
whi^jli the King beheld him, and the ar- 
doni| which accompanied his recommenda- 
tion of him to the (^uecn, who, seated un- 
dei a ricli canopy at the ujipcr end of the 
room, and surrounded by her ladies, had 
ajiparontly, from his first entrance into the 
chamber, impatiently awaited the moment 
of introduction. The Earl knelt before her 
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footstool, with all the devotion he consi- 
dered due to her sex and rank ; and put 
his lips to the uncommonly white hand 
which she extended towards him, with a 
grace and gallantry which made apparent- 
ly the most favourable impression, and call- 
ed a blush of pleasure to the checks, and 
liglited up the eves of his royal mistress 
with animation. 

AV c congratulate you. my lord,” said 
the Queen, in a lively tone, “ on your safe 
return to your native country ; and not less 
do we felicitate ourself on obtaining so gal- 
lant an acquisition to our court ; which, 
possessing fewer attractions, we fear, than 
those of France and Kngland, which you 
have just visited, w ill yet, we trust, be found 
equally impressed with a sense of thc'high 
literary fame your lordship liath acquired, 
and which hath been borne to us even at 
this distance, — reflecting higli honour on 
the Scottish genius.” 

Her Majesty, who prided herself on her 
own literary talents, and therefore lost no 
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<>})portiunty of shewing that she patronized 
learning, here alluded to the I^arl’s having 
been, in the last year of his residence at 
Padua, elected to the Rector’s chair of that 
university, which he liad filled with such 
ability, that, as a mark of honour, his coat- 
of-arin.s and titles had been hung up in its 
great hall ; the learned members of tliat 
celebrated college, at the same time, pub- 
licly expressing their profound admiration 
of liis youthful apj)lication and extraordi- 
nary talents. 

The Karl l)owcd low to this flattering 
eulogium of the Queen. “ My poor pro 
t(‘nsions to commendation have indeed met 
a rich reward in the approbation of your 
Majesty ; who, I hope, will forgive my pre- 
sum(uion,” he added, “ wlicn I say, that 
neither in the court of France, nor of Kng- 
land, has a display ot* greater attractions 
met iny sight tliau is now' presented on the 
siu)t wliere I have the lionour to stand.” 

As tlie Earl said this, he cast a respect- 
ful and admiring glance, first on the Queen, 
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and then on the ladies by whom she was 
encompassed. 

“ AVhat thinks the Lady Beatrix lluth- 
ven ?” said the Queen, addressing herself 
to a young lady who stood on the left of 
her cliair. May we venture to give credit 
to so distinguislicd a compliment, or must 
we, in our humility, consider it merely a 
specimen of that llattery which we under- 
stand is brought to such refined perfection 
at the court of Elizabeth ; and thus beware 
of trusting to it too implicitly 

“ Nay,” replied the young lady, since 
your Majesty docs me the honour to com- 
mand my opinion, 1 must confess, that I 
see no reason why our humility should de- 
prive us of that which is our undoubted 
right, being fully persuaded of the unim- 
peachable veracity of my brother, and feel- 
ing every inclination to place unbounded 
confidence in his taste and discernment.” 

And laying her hand at the same time 
on the arm of a girl about eighteen, who 
appeared to be sheltering herself from ob- 
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servatioii bcliiiid her during this dialogue, 
slie drew licr gently forward. “ And liere 
is Lady ^iVgnes," slie continued, com- 
pletely of my opinion ; and so arc many 
others in this circle, (as she looked round 
lier with an arch smile,) though none of 
them will he so sincere in confessing a 
liearty belief in their own perfections as 
your gracious Majesty's spoilt girl/’ 

The Lady Agnes shook her head, with a 
half re]iroving glance at her volatile friend, 
wliieh, as it shot timidly from beneath the 
long dark fringes of her eyelids, gave an 
irrcsirtil)le fascination to her countenance, 
and drew on her the regards of the Earl of 
Gowrie, \sho tliought lie had never beheld 
a Iibing so femininely lovely. She wjik 
dressed in a mourning rolie, composed of 
black velvet, divested entirely of oniament, 
save that the sleeves, in compliance with 
li e taste and example of the Queen, were 
loojicd above the elbow, with strings of large 
])c:irls, of which also her necklace was form- 
(d, and the band that confined her hiir. 
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— her height was considerably above the 
middle size, and her figure, though fragile, 
beautifully proportioned, — the sable gar- 
ment in which it was clothed serving to set 
off* to the utmost advantage (though in truth 
it required it not) the transparent whiteness 
and delicate texture of her skin. The pro- 
fuse ringlets of her dark and bright brown 
hair fell over her forehead nearly to her 
eyes, which were of the darkest grey, beam- 
ing with a touching softness, which seemed 
to speak some cause of mclanclioly not yet 
subdued, and gave a sublime expression to 
features which a Grecian statuary would have 
loved to copy. Yet when a smile parted 
her beautiful lips, and radiantly lighted up 
her countenance, it evidently l)ut reciBled 
the expression of youthful hope and chasten- 
ed animation most natural to it, and, joined 
with an air of gentle dignity, gave to her 
whole apj)earancc an attraction that formed 
an appeal to every heart, and seemed, by a 
sort of magic, to awaken its best sympathies. 

Such was the interesting young creature 
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on whom the Earl of CJowrie fixed for a space 
his eager gaze, till, conscious of its apparent 
rudeness, and the ardent admiration it ex- 
pressed, he withdrew his regards, and, as if 
by courtly instinct, transferred them to the 
Queen, wlio, no way slow in interpreting the 
language of his eyes, liad been regarding 
tlieir expressive glances at her young at- 
tendant, witli that degree of resentment not 
unusually evinced by a proud and vain wo- 
man, wlien placed in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of' superior attractions, which her 
penetration enables her to j)ereeive are fully 
appreciated. And, in truth, her Majesty’s 
own personal claims to admiration were of 
no mean class, which was now more fully 
remarked by Ciowrie. 

^inne of Denmark, then al>out six-and- 
iwenty years of age, was of a commanding 
lieight, and of a handsome, though rather 
lai^e figure, with a complexion of that 
dazzling fairness generally the concomitant 
^>1 yellow hair — lier large blue eyes were re- 
markably clear and animated, and her cye- 
G 2 
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brows of a shade darker than her hair, de- 
licately delineated and much arched, gave 
an expression of grandeur to her high and 
polislicd forehead, which was much exposed 
by the manner of parting tlie hair — her 
mouth was small, and her nose inclining to 
tlic Homan. But although not a feature, 
taken singly, could be censured, (with per- 
haps the exception of her cheek-bones, too 
prominent for perfect beauty,) yet the whole 
combination and contour was far from plea- 
sing. It was bold and somewhat mascu- 
line — traces of vanity and pride lurked in 
every line, and consciousness of superiority 
that rose to haughtiness. 

Her hair, of wliich she was particularly 
vain, was arranged with scrupulous atten- 
tion, and kept from encroaching on her 
forehead by a circlet of precious stones, 
while the longer tresses of its golden threads 
were, at the hack, some of them confined by 
bodkins richly gemmed, and some allowed 
to fall upon lier shoulders, which were un- 
covered as low as any modern belle could 
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possibly npprovc ; her arms were also bare 
considerably above the elbows, and orna- 
mented witli riclily wrought and costly 
bracelets, overlooked, however, in the ad- 
miration excited by her exquisitely turned 
hands and arms, oi whieli the polished sym- 
metry was only exceeded by the extreme 
whiteness. 

Tile attractions of lier figure, however, 
were considerably impaired by a dress of 
rich rose-coloured taffety, %iicli loaded witli 
ornaments, dis])oscd with so little judgment 
as to render them lu avily cumbersome ; for 
lior love of s])lendour ami magnificence was 
^'ver more consjiicuous than her good taste. 

Xo sooner did her Majesty perceive the 
attention of tlic l.ord (iowrie fixed exclu- 
sively on herself, than the displeasure which 
liad tinged her liaughty features passed off, 
and her face became again resplendent with 
-^^ilcs, 

“ Surely," said her Majesty, turning and 
iddrcssing the Master of Ruthven, who 
stood behind her cliair, never were men 
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blessed with such a sister. You hear the 
unbounded credit the I^ady Beatrix has 
just given to the flattering assertions of the 
Earl, your brother ; and,” she continued, 
with an air of coquettish ness, and a look of 
favour which but ill accorded with her 
wwrds, “ we hope you arc fully aware that 
were you not indebted to her good oflices, 
you would forfeit our favour ten times in 
the day by your madcap practices.” 

“ Now, Heaven forefend,” replied the 
young gentleman, with that degree of seri- 
ousness befitting the occasion, “ that your 
Majesty should ever withdraw from your 
unworthy slave the light of* that counte- 
nance, without which he would pine in dark- 
ness and sorrow; but though 1 humbly ac- 
knowledge my many delinquencies, if I 
dared to speak it, 1 would say, that, like 
the blessed sun, whose beams nourish into 
luxuriance the worthless weed, so has yoi^r 
Majesty’s undeserved favour nurturetl that 
happy lightness of spirit which your Ma- 
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jesty has now thought it necessary to re- 
prove.” 

“ Nay, good Ruthven,” rctunied the 
Queen, “ look not so seriously on it, we did 
but jest : and trust our word, that knight- 
errautess, tliy sister, wlio is ever ready to 
undertake tliy cause, has power sufficient 
to conil)at the evil edecls of all those deeds 
of thoughtlessness thou hast yet committed, 
or, I dare believe, ever wilt commit.” 

This svvoei)ing pardon was replied to by 
Ruthven’s laying his hand on his breast, 
accompanied by a low and grateful obei'* 
sancc. 

At this moment his Majesty, as if inqui- 
sitive with regard to what had called forth 
this gesture, and the gratified air with which 
it was accompanied, left a nobleman with 
whom he had been some minutes in conver- 
sation, and joined the group at the Queen’s 
cLi&ir ; he arrived however too late, for the 
dialogue had ceased, and the fidgetty impa- 
tience of his manner and countenance could 
not escape the most superficial observers, as 
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he looked for explanation first on tlie Queen, 
and then on llutbvcn ; — he, however, made 
no inquiries in words, and, after a moment’s 
pause, addressed Inmsclf to Ciowrie. 

** Heard ye aught, my Lord,” said he, 
from our sister o’ lingland, o’ the request 
we hae lately made her to send us a band 
o’ thae merry wags o’ players for which 
her capital is at this present sae famous ?” 

I am in sooth the bearer of a message 
on that subject,” said C^owric, and crave 
your Majesty’s pardon for not having ere 
this delivered it. The Queen of England 
commanded me to assure your Majesty that 
she is right happy in having it in her power 
to contribute to i] c amusement of your Ma- 
jesties ; and that a company of comedians 
shall be dispatched toward Edinburgh as 
soon as they can complete their necessary 
equipments.” 

The Queen, passionately fond of puWic 
exhibitions, heard this with delight. 

Know you, my Lord,” said she, “ if 
that same Sbakspeare, the reading of whose 
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plays hath given us so much satisfaction, 
coinetli witli them ?” 

*‘In this matter,” replied the Earl, “ I can- 
not satisfy your Majesty ; his absence, how- 
ever, may be llie less regretted, as his per- 
formance falleth so far short of the admi- 
rable ('liaracters he hath conceived, tliat the 
{»host, ill his o\\n play of Jlainlct, is among 
the most important of those lie enacts.” 
tli " 1 liave heard,” remarked his Majesty, 
** that his education was not classical, at 
whilk 1 couldna but admire, having sup* 
posed him a right erudite scholar.” 

- M ay I take the liberty of inquiring 
w liieli of his ))lays your Majesty most ap- 
proves ? " said tlie Isarl. 

Meiliiuks," said lii.s Majesty, fixing 
Ills eyes uiion llie (^iieen, “ that the hu- 
mo'irs o' I’elriiehio, and Ids art in bring- 
iiii' that high spirited danic o’ his under 
dominion o’ that eontroul sac properly 
set furth in her concluding speech, gied 
ns the inaist contentment.” 

riie quick blood mounted instantly to 
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the cheeks of the Queen, and she replied 
contemptuously, ‘‘ I think very differently ; 
the woman only confesseth the slavish weak- 
ness of a spirit broken by the brutal force 
of her losel husband ; and we hope there 
are but few such fools.” 

Fool will ye lier?” said his Majesty 
with vehemence ; tlicn deil hac me, but 1 
wish a’ the wives in our dominions were 
such, beginning even at the tapmost branch 
0* the tree.” — Then motioning the Mas- 
ter of Ruthvcii toward him, he took him by 
the arm, and, without waiting her Majes- 
ty’s reply, drew him to a considerable dis- 
tance, and began to discourse on the time 
and place of the next day’s hunt. 

The Earl of Gowric, meantime, not be- 
ing accustomed, like the other courtiers, to 
these royal bickerings, was somewliat as- 
tounded with what appeared the evil effects 
of the subject he had unfortunately broacs^j- 
ed, but not liking to discontinue it too 
abruptly, he spoke of the general admira- 
tion excited by “ As you Like it,” just then 
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produced from tlie pen of the same author ; 
and, at the ro(juest of the Quceiu repeated 
some of tlic most beautiful and striking 
parts, ^vlucll his refined and correct taste, 
joined witli tlie finely modulated tones of 
his voice, rendered a gratification of so dc- 
liglitful and novel a nature to her Majesty, 
and all around her, that every trace of any 
thing less harmonious, passed off from 
their minds. 

Hut in this courtly circle of admiring 
listeners, none seemed to feel so deeply the 
nature and pathos of the ({notation made 
by the Karl, as tlie Lady Agnes Sorncrdale, 
who, no longer reejuiring the hand of her 
friend Beatrix to draw lier forth, fixed her 
eyes with profound attention on the speaker, 
while her own countenance exliibitcd in its 
varving features how completely she enter- 
ed into the spirit of the author, and how 
^ent husiastically sensible she was of the re- 
citer’s powers. But no sooner had he ceased 
to si)cak, and had again bent his eyes ex- 
clusively on herself, than she shrunk back 
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from the station she occupied, covered witli 
confusion for having so far forgotten the 
usual reserve of her nature, as to liave ren- 
dered herself and her feelings so conspicu- 
ous ; while Gowric, unaccustomed to meet 
with such retiring modesty in a court beau- 
ty, looked on her witli wonder, and was no 
sooner alone with his brother, than he eager- 
ly questioned him concerning her. 

“ Ah ! my dear brother,” said the Mas- 
ter, “ cast not, I beseech you, your admiring 
eyes on that fair damsel, for she is guarded 
by all the saints iu the Romish calendar, 
who will, without doubt, avenge her upon 
that bold heretic who shall attempt her coy 
little heart.” 

“ You do not mean to ?ay she is a Ro- 
manist ?” said the Karl, with an unconscious 
look of dismay. 

Even so,” replied the Master, ‘‘ and a 
bigotted one too, in as far as the most^-b 
stinate faith in her own creed goes ; at least 
60 saycth our sister Beatrix, from whom 
coxneth my information, and who tells me 
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that her faith hath heen assailed in vain by 
some of our most clocjuent and zealous di- 
vines ; for althougli tlic very soul of mild- 
ness, siie exhibits an unparalleled firmness 
when her belief is attacked, that distances 
all argument and persuasion.” 

A\'ho she ?” demanded Gowrie ; for 
1 have net yet heard her family name.” 

“ She is the daugliter of the late I^rd 
Somerdah',” i e))licd his brother ; you must 
Iiave nu't wiili her uncle, the present Lord, 
at the C oiirl of France, as he is now there.*’ 
I know him well,” replied Cowrie ; ** but 
you surprise me, fur he is one of the most 
staunch upliolders of the reformed kirk.” 

And so was lier father,” replied the 
Master ; *’ l)ut the mother of this lady was 
no upholder ol* the kirk, but a staunch Pa- 
pist." 

^Vh ! then,” returned the Earl, “ she 
h imbued tlie mind of Ikt daughter with 
her own errors ’ How can any man, whose 
understanding is enlightened by the Gospel 
of IVutl). be so infatuated as to marry a 
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woman who may thus continue the darkness 
of idolatry in his own offspring ?” 

‘‘ Nay, he must be as blind as the little 
God who influences him,” replied the gay 
Ruthven ; “ but we all know, or at least 
have heard too much of his arbitrary power, 
to wonder at a man’s sacrificing every thing 
to her, whose beauty and attractions were 
so unrivalled, as I understand were those of 
Lady Somcrdale.” 

I cannot conceive a more beautiful or 
.attractive being than her daughter,” said 
Gowric ; yet I should think the man 
worse than mad who, himself a Protestant, 
could forget all the claims of liis faith, and 
make her his wife.” 

“ In sooth,” returned his brother, ‘‘ I 
caniestly pray that no temptation of the 
kind may be thrown in my path, lest I 
should speak less confidently on the sub- 
ject ; but thanks to my stars, the 
Agnes is too reserved and melancholy a 
damsel to attract my volatile regards ; no ! 
I shall assuredly never fall in love with 
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ISIclpomcne ; it must be some gay Thalia 
that presents the temptation that is to com- 
bat my prudence.” 

“ I trust,” said the Earl, seriously, “ that 
though you talk thus liglitly, my dear Alex- 
ander, you will he as loath to forfeit your 
eliaraeter for junulencc as I shall be. — But 
tell me liow T^ady Agnes Somerdale came 
to be selected by the Queen as one of her 
ladies ; lor in the short time I have yet had 
to study her Majesty’s humour, it appear- 
eth to me that she cannot have acted from 
any great sympathy witli the feelings of one 
so serious as you describe her charming at- 
tendant.” 

“ Xo, no,” answered Kuthven, “her Ma- 
jesty, like myself, is too fond of gaiety to 
have made choice of one who ever seems to 
repel it. But the motlier of Eady Agnes, 
you arc to know, having designed her for a 
chaster, tried her death-bt-d influence on her 
husband to persuade him to sanction her 
widi, which, however, proved vain ; and just 
l>efore his own deatli, which happened about 
1 : 
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six moiitlis past, he made his brotlicr, tlie 
present Lord, promise to place his daughter 
under the protection of the Queen, to pre- 
vent the possibility of her mother’s sister, 
who is Superior of a convent at Rome, from 
getting her into her power, which it seems 
she had attempted even in tlic lifetime of 
her father. He likewise made his brother 
promise, that every expedient should be 
tried lo wean her from her erroneous faith, 
which, as I before repeated, hath jiroved 
hitherto fruitless ; and now, my dear (iow- 
rie, you have all the infonnation I can give, 
except that she hath, I think, bewitched 
our sister Beatrix, who, despite their consti- 
tutional dissimilarity, vows she never lo% ed 
any one so well.” Thus ended the conver- 
sation of the brothers ; and here we con- 
clude this chapter. 
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CHAI’TKH X. 


Hi' n,»- f . 1;K<' a n,Mli»fu*r, 

\!i<i r\M\: h's ruik.', I aii»l hi*;: thumh hf* hfid 
V r-h uh;< }i r\t’t aiui anon 

i-’ i-' i'!' junl tfHtk’l invay iifaui. 

SllAKiSPhAkl.. 


'rm: l)caut\ and amiable qualities of 
Lad} Annies Soinerdale were of that kind 
which jj:ain so much on tlic heart and un- 
de] ^landine; l)y being tmjuently eonleinpla- 
ted. that it v,as no matter of surimse, if, 
after theii liaving once made the forcible 
impression on the Karl of (iowrie, describetT 
ill tlv last cha])ter, they were unconscious- 
Iv tlie cause tliat he became domesticated 
HI the royal circle, wliere only she was to 
be seen. Ami the manners of the Scottish 
C'oint during the period of which wc arc 
writing, placing the nobles, and all the men 
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of family who possessed influence or wealth, 
much more on a footing of social intercourse 
witli royalty, than the etiquette of courts 
in the present day would sanction, it was 
not remarked as any thing uncommon, that 
the Earl w’as so frequently an inmate of her 
]Majcsty's private apartments, and admitted 
to where she and her ladies amused them- 
selves ill various emjdoyments. This was a 
comparatively small chamber, in furnishing 
which Anne had given way to lier taste for 
luxury" and magnificence. The w alls were 
covered with the richest tapestry from the 
looms of Arras, on which was depicted the 
story of the Captive Chryseis, from the 
Iliad, which was divided into several por- 
tions, to suit the compartments formed by 
three Venetian mirrors. ^\t the upper part 
of this room was plaa'd a chair of state, 
surmounted by a canopy of cloth of silver, 
lined with azure satin, long draperies from 
which were upheld by two alalxister CupitTs 
standing on pedestals, one on each side of 
the throne, who peeped forth at each oUier 
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as if playing at hidc-antl-seck in their folds. 
Before the chair stood a table of about throe 
feet sqyare, which came originally from 
Mexico, and was a present to her Majesty 
from the King of Spain, brought over by 
one of those private ambassadors, who, as 
she was ever a firm friend to their master, 
always found favour in her sight. It was 
of rich mosaic work, formed of the feathers 
of small birds, extremely valuable on ac- 
count of the beauty of tlieir plumage, and 
curiously inlaid round the edge with gold 
and ivory. ‘‘ Some Indians,” says a Spa- 
nisli histi^rian, “ who arc able artists, exe- 
cute this sort of work so perfectly, that they 
imitate the best painters of Spain ; and 
what ncidier the pencil nor the colours in 
painting can cfFoct, they have done.^* This 
table was usually covered with blue satin, 
richly embroidered with a deep border of sil- 
ve** tissue. To the right and left of the chair, 
at some little distance, were two small re- 
cesses containing figures of njinphs, of Ita- 

VOI.. I. H 
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liaii sculpture, bearing on their heads siYiall 
tablets, on each of which stood a large 
vase of massy gold, containing powerful per- 
fumes, that had been presented at the chris- 
tening of Prince Henry, by the aml>assadors 
of the States of Holland. The floor, and 
three steps which raised that part of the 
room on whicli the chair of state stood, were 
covered with a Persian carpet, of rich and 
vivid colours. Chairs, stools, and tables, 
with innumerable moveable cushions, stuff- 
ed with eider down, (incredible quantities 
of which were at that time brought to Den- 
mark from the King’s Icelandic dominions,) 
filled up the lower part of this apartment, 
which was also furnished with musical in- 
struments. There was likewise a store of 
embroidering-frames, and other implements 
for ladies’ work, by which they found means 
in those days, as well as the present, to be 
laboriously idle. In short, the Queen ha^l 
collected in this favourite apartment all that 
could delight the eye, or gratify the senses ; 
yet, gorgeous and luxurious as it was, the 
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ponderously heavy cornices, ami the narrow 
windows, with their deep recesses, gave it 
still an ;ippoarance of gloom. 

It was in this room, into which the Earl of 
Gowric was on(‘ day admitted, that he found 
the Queen, with Agnes, Beatrix, and his 
brother. The Ladies Agnes and Beatrix 
were engaged at their cinbroidering-frames 
in separate windows, while her Majesty, 
seated in the chair of state, appeared busily 
employed in arranging some jewels, taken 
from eases that stood on the table before 
her, and to which tlic Master of Ruthven, 
wlio liad been excused that day from his 
atteiulance in the hunting field, in conse- 
quence (7f haring sprained his arm, seemed 
also to be giving his attention. 

Her Majesty raised her head immediate- 
ly on the Earl’s entrance — “ Come hither, 
iny Lord of Gowrie,” she said, ** and j^ve 
us your assistance. The Master hath been 
directing me how to form a carcanet of 
jewels from onr hoards, which shall, from 
the rare qualities contained in each, have 
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ix)wer to protect us from all imaginable 
evils, and endow us with all manner of vir- 
tues — Nay, now,” she continued* “ you 
smile somewhat maliciously, my lord, me- 
thinks as though you doubted the power of 
our gems to accomplish such marvels ; but 
we are determined to put our plan in exe- 
cution, and, as soon as vve have arranged 
these stones, to deliver them to George 
Heriot, our cunning workman, that we 
may, as soon as possible, become possessed 
of this charmed necklace, expecting it to 
vie with the most famous talisman of the 
East ; therefore, no more of those incredu- 
loTis smiles, I beseech you.” 

“ Your Majesty may rest assured,” said 
the Earl, “ that no one of your faithful 
subjects can more fervently wish that their 
spells may prove potent to protect your 
Grace from every approach cf calamity. 
Nor am I ignorant of the vast important 
attached to their qualities, as thus express- 
ed by a learned lapidary, — 
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‘ Tiiat» by lioavoiily influence, 
Mach precious j)earl and stone 
Ilaili in his suhstunce flxetl force 
And vinuca largely sown.' " 


“ Proceed we then,” said the Queen, who, 
it is more tlian proL iblc, partook largely in 
the belief of most of the fanciful theories <rf 
the lime, — *• Proceed we then to finish our 
task — I'liis is an agate, — what sayetb the 
Master arc its peculiar properties ?” 

“ It is most inestimable,” said Ruthven 
— “ it maketh eloquent, and procureth the 
favour of princes, and also protects him who 
wcarcth it from dangers of storm and tern- 
pest, by sea and land.” 

“ Ah !” said her Majesty, laughing, “ I 
will have some of monstrous size procured, 
to bestow upon our consort for bdioof of his 
many ambassadors. — And this,” she con- 
tinued, taking another stone from one of 
the cases, and holding it up— “ what have 
you to say for this ?” 

“ The hyacinth — for such I think it is,” 
said the Master, taking it in his hand— 
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power to protect us from all imaginable 
evils, and endow us with all manner of vir- 
tues — Nay, now,” she continued, “ you 
smile somewhat maliciously, my lord, me- 
thiuks as though you doubted the power of 
oiir gems to accomplish such mar\’els ; but 
we are determined to put our plan in exe- 
cution, and, as soon as we have arranged 
these stones, to deliver them to George 
Heriot, our cunning workman, that we 
may, as soon as possible, become possessed 
of this charmed necklace, expecting it to 
vie with the most famous talisman of the 
East ; therefore, no more of those incredu- 
lous smiles, I beseech you.” 

“ Your Majesty may rest assured,” said 
the Earl, “ that no one of your faithful 
subjects can more fervently wish that their 
spells may prove potent to protect your 
Grace from every approach cf calamity. 
Nor am I ignorant of the vast importance 
attached to their qualities, as thus express- 
ed by a learned lapidary, — 
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‘ That, by heavi-nly influence, 
I'aih prtcioiis pearl and atone 
ILiilj in liis substance lixetl force 
Anti virtues larj^ely sown/ 


Proceed we then,” said the Queen, who, 
it is more than proLable, partook largely in 
the Ijolicl’ of most of the fanciful theories o£ 
the time, — *“ I'roeeed we then to finish our 
task — This is an agate,— -what sayeth the 
Master arc its peculiar properties ?” 

*• It is most inestimable,” said Ruthven 
— “ it maketh eloquent, and procureth the 
favour of princes, and also protects him who 
weareth it from dangers of storm and tem- 
pest, by sea and land.” 

“ Ah !” said her Majesty, laughing, “ I 
will have some of monstrous size procured, 
to bestow upon our consort for behoof of his 
many ambassadors. — And this,” she con- 
tinued, taking another stone from one of 
the eases, and holding it up— — “ what have 
you to say for this ?” 

“ The hyacinth — for such I think it is,” 
said the Master, taking it in his hand— 
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“ prevents pestilential infection, and is a 
preservative from porson.” 

‘‘And this sapphire?” inquired thcQueen, 
after examining and passing several of the 
gems, — “ Come, gooil Ruthven, your task is 
nearly completed, for methinks this is the 
only stone you have not seen.” 

“ Is your INIajesty’s carcanct then of a 
reasonable length ?” said lluthven. 

“ Why, yes,” replied her Majesty, after 
laying the stones side by side before her ; 
“ but vee must assuredly add this for its 
beauty, though its other cjualities should 
be inferior to those we have already select- 
ed.” 

“ It hath many virtues,” returned the 
blaster ; “ yet,” added he, gaily, “ can your 
Majesty stand in no need of its assistance, 
while those two living sapphires, yoiur Ma- 
jesty’s eyes, put to shame the lustre of the 
stone.” 

There was more truth in this speech than 
is usually contained in compliments of the 
kind ; for the Queen^s eves were of that 
beautiful blue, which well warranted the 
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comparison, nor could tlie gem exceed them 
in brightness ; and it may well be supposed 
that such appropriate flattery took nothing 
from thcirlustre, — on thecontrary, they dart- 
ed sucli orient beams of favour on the young 
man who had thus ventured to eulogize 
tlicni, that his own sunk l)eneath them. The 
Karl felt surprised, and somewliat troubled ; 
much of his alarm arose from observing the 
free manner in whicli lluthven dared toad- 
dress the Queen, but more from the en- 
couragement sliegavc him; a still stronger 
instance of which, to his great dismay, he 
was about to witness. 

Anne addressed herself immediately to 
the Earl. — “ Have you ever met, my lord,” 
said she, “ with one more skilled in suhter- 
fuge than this brother of thine ? — I have 
wt aried him to death with this same carca- 
net, and now, refusing to lend me his as- 
sistance any longer, he puts me off with a 
compliment to my eyes. — Go,” she con- 
tinued, playfully, to lluthven, go — we 
cannot be deceived you see — Yet surely your 
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services deserve some reward.” — And, un- 
tying from her neck an embroidered rib- 
band, to which a locket was suspended, she 
made a motion for him to stoop ; he in- 
stantly kneeled, and she fastened it round 
his neck. The movement was instanta- 
neous ; and, almost before the Earl could 
persuade himself that wliat he had just 
witnessed was no deception of vision, his 
brother had risen, and devoutly kissed the 
ornament thus bestowed. 

If the Earl felt amazed before, he was 
now perfectly lost in astonishment ; and 
foreseeing the probable ill effects of such 
thoughtless indications of favour to so young 
a man, whom, as a brother, he tenderly 
loved, he determined to hazard the Queen’s 
displeasure, by urging what partook of the 
nature of a remonstrance. 

“ That young coxcomb, my gracious 
Queen,” said Growric, “ is already nearly in- 
sufierablc ; — ^let me then most humbly en- 
treat you to recall tins roost distinguishing 
mark of your royal favour, which, besides 
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increasing his vanity to an extravagant 
})itch, may jH>ssibly draw on him the hatred 
of those who conceive themselves more en-* 
titled to your gracious consideration,’* 

The Queen looked at the Earl steadily 
for an instant, while l)er face and neck 
weie sufFiised with a crimson glow. 

'Die words of (iowrie were merely such 
as might have been spoken in that spirit of 
badinage of which slic had set the example, 
but the seriousness and air of vexation with 
whicli they were uttered gave them, to her 
quick perception, the full meaning he wish- 
ed tlicm to convey, and she replied more to 
the expression of his countenance tlian to 
lus language. 

“ \\ c perceive, my lord,’* she said, 
“ that you kindly mean to act as our moni- 
tor ; we will, however, in future spare you 
that trouble, having arrived at what we 
ourself consider the years of discretion. ’ 
The Earl of Gowric did all that he could 
to make his sentiments appear less legibly 
written in his features, but his strong disap- 
II 2 
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probation of her conduct was too deeply seated 
to admit of its being so spcedily-effaced from 
his countenance, and it was in vain that he 
apologized for his zeal to prevent a shadow 
of blame from being cast upon her conde- 
scension. 

‘‘ If the Master of Ruthven agrees with 
your lordship,” she said, haughtily, “ in 
considering my gift so very dangerous, he 
has my full permission to destroy it as soon 
as he thinks meet — recall it I certainly 
shall not ” ^ 

lluthven again pressed the locket to his 
lips, and swore solemnly that nothing on 
earth should make him part with it, but 
that, on the contrary, he would guard it with 
the last drop of his blood. The vehemence 
of his tone and action, and the looks of in- 
dignation he dartcfl on his brother for wish- 
ing to deprive him of the locket, soothed 
the Queen ; for, delighted with this roman- 
tic fervour, which her vanity loved so well, 
she speedily regained her good humour, and 
turning to the Earl, she said, “ Let all this 
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folly be forgotten ; and prithee, Ruthven, 
call hither thy sister, who sits plying her 
needle yonder with as much diligence as 
though she were the wife of some hurley 
yeoman, and had six small children to pro- 
vide with warp and woof. — 13o, dear Bea- 
trix/' she continued, as the sister of Gowrie 
approached, “ take tl)y lute, and refresh me 
with its melody, for I am weary of these 
men and baubles;” and she pushed pettish- 
ly from her the table on which the jewels 
were disjdayed. 

“ Shall we retire,” said the Earl to the 
IMa.sler, “ lest we increase the weariness of 
which her Majesty complains?” 

Not so, good my lord, if it please you 
to remain,” said her Majesty, somewhat 
sharply ; “ we shall retain you till your sis- 
ter's meloily hath chased away all your dark 
chimeras, and the honey-dew of peace de- 
s^’cnd once more upon your justly , troubleii 
s])irit” 

lliis was pronounced in such a satirical 
tone, and accompanied by such an air ot 
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mock gravity, that the Eari could not avoid 
smiling, though inwardly provoked by hei‘ 
thoughtless levity ; he bowed however, in 
acquiescence. 

“ Go, I beseech you, iny dear brother,” 
said Lady Beatrix to the Earl, “ and warn 
my, friend Agnes that I am summoned 
from the race her fair fingers have been 
striving to win with mine for some two 
hours past.” 

“ Recollect, however, my lord,” said the 
Queen, “ we do not require her attendance, 
should she be disposed to continue her em- 
ployment.” — For her JMajesty seldom felt 
any wish for the presence of one whose man- 
ners were a tacit rebuke to her own. 

The Earl having received this commis- 
sion, so congenial to his wish, gladly pro- 
ceeded to Rie foot of the room, where Ag- 
nes, enshrined between the splendid cur- 
tains, sat in the deep recess of a window, 
intent on arranging the different shades of 
silk, so as to suit the fairy cTeations of her 
fancy. 
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Tlic Queen, on Cowrie’s departure, foU 
lowed him with a glance, in which there was 
mucli of admiration, mixed with apparent 
pique. Now, for my life, can I not ima- 
gine,” said slie, addressing Ruthveu and 
his sister, ‘‘ what can tempt that noble Earl 
to assume these airs of solemn wisdom.-— 
Dost know, my llcatrix, that he seemed to 
consider it his bounden duty even now to 
reprove our folly fur bestowing that bauble 
which hangs about the Master’s neck we 
have not been so schooled, God wot, since first 
we came from Denmark, when Sir James 
Melville was appointed our nursing father 
and kee[)er by our royal consort, who thought 
i:is bride too young to go alone; yet, by 
our faitli it was a thankless office, and we 
would not advise those wlio value our good 
grapes to emulate bis homilies.” — And, 
roused by these seemingly unpleasant re- 
riections, her eyes flashed resentment as she 
s|K)ke. 

Ruthven, whose heart smote him for ha- 
ving partaken so much in her feelings to- 



182 


ST JOHNSTOUN. 


wards his brother as he had done, could not 
now any longer endure to hear him cen- 
sured, and said with energy, but with an 
aspect of the deepest respect, — “ Oh, your 
Majesty knows not my excellent brother, 
and the loyalty of his noble heart toward his 
Queen, and how deeply it will grieve him 
should his offence be remembered by her ! 
Let me therefore entreat your Majesty to 
think of it no more, save as the overflow- 
ings of his love toward me, his brother, 
whom he perchance considers as the young 
eaglet, still too weak to look upon tlie full 
meridian sun, and who, soaring a pitch too 
high, may be dazzled by its brightness, and 
hurled to earth with lacerated wing.” 

“ Gramercy !” said her Majesty, with an 
arch and penetrating smile, “ our wit is 
much too dull of comprehension for tjiese 
bright metaphors, though our womanly in- 
stinct hath discovered some sacrifice, intend- 
ed to gratify our vanity, and appease our 
kindling wrath ; — be it, then, as thou hast 
sud^” 
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Ruthven and Beatrix were both eloquent 
in their tlianks ; and she proceeded, in h^h 
goo<l liumour, “ I prithee, Ruthven, ro. 
move from my sight that odious trinket of 
thine, and never let it meet mine eyes 
again.” 

This could only be done, of course, by 
taking it from his neck, or biding it with- 
in his vest ; the former he had sworn never 
to do, nor could it have been so rudely dis- 
placed, according to the most common rules 
of gallantry. There remained, therefore, 
but one alternative, and it was immediately 
jdaced next his heart. 

“ Let me lose all but this,” said he, pla- 
cing his hand above it, “ and I shall still 
be rich.” 

“ Hush ! hush !” said the Queen ; “ be- 
hold your Argus yonder hath turned his 
eyes upon you, which, by our faith, we think 
liavc concentrated in them the powers of 
the whole hundred given to his prototype ; 
but I had forgot,” she added with a smile. 
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“ I have done ; and now, Beatrix, sing me 
one of my native ballads from ‘ The Kaimpe 
Viser.’ ” 

These were heroic songs, collected by 
order of Anne’s mother, Sophia, Queen of^ 
Denmark, a few years previous to this pe- 
riod, and of which she was extremely fond. 
Anne had all her mother’s partiality for 
these wild and romantic legends of anti- 
quity, and sat frequently for hours listening 
to them, when sung for her amusement by 
the ladies of her court. 

The Lady Beatrix took her lute, and 
placing a cushion at the Queen’s feet, sat 
down on it, and prepared to begin her song. 
Her purpose was, however, delayed, by the 
entrance of several of her Majesty’s ladies 
in waiting, among whom was the Duchess 
of Lennox, who occasionally attended on 
the Queen at Holyrood, and who, on enter- 
ing, said something to Beatrix, which ap- 
pearing to occasion her much amusement, 
her Majesty inquired the cause. 
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“• I was only informing my sister, please 
your Majesty,” said the Duchess, “ that I 
have just overheard, as I crossed the great 
gallery, a lover of hers rehearsing some 
verses, in which her name occurred at least 
ten times before he was aware that I was a 
listener ; and so wrapt and moon-struck did 
he seem, that I fear me, if he is not speedi- 
ly cured of this most sore disease, it were 
less than safe to trust him with the cure of 
others.” 

“ Oh !” replicel Anne, “ if it is Herbal 
of whom you speak, I declare it nothing 
short of treason against our mirth, to at> 
tempt the reformation of that thrice re- 
nowned ass ; for by this light, since he hath 
entertained this love-sick fancy, he is the 
most amusing fool we ever looked upon ; 
and being even now in the humour for such 
pastime, I will have him here upon the in- 
stant. Go, Ruthven, and tell him we com- 
mand his attendance. — Now,” said Anne, 

let not the Lady Beatrix disappoint our 
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frolic ; for presumption such as his deserves 
no mercy at her hands.” 

If the look which Beatrix gave her Ma- 
jesty in reply to this might be trusted, it 
promised not to spare him, but slie spoke 
not ; for at that instant, he entered with 
Ruthven. He was a little man, apparent- 
ly near forty, whose yellow meagre face, and 
uncommonly small head, seemed as if by 
some mistake to be placed upon a square- 
built body, that would itself have been no 
way disproportioned to a man a foot and a 
half taller. One of his legs was stout and 
thick, in conformity to the size of his body, 
while the other appeared as if cast in the 
same mould to wliich his head had belong- 
ed, for it was thin and shrivelled, and from 
8 contraction in the tendons of the heel, 
caused a halt in his gait. Notwithstanding 
tliese disadvantages of person, he was dress- 
ed in the very extremity of the most absurd 
fashion of the day ; and from a certain as- 
surance in the gaze of his small black eyes. 
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and the air of outward confidence diffused 
over his wliole person, the spectator at once 
felt convinced that he was conscious of no 
defect, but that, on the contrary, he was a 
vain man, and valued himself not a little 
on account of some imaginary perfection. 

Now the truth was, that Doctor Hugh 
Herbal, ])hysician in ordinary to his Ma- 
jesty, did seriously and solemnly believe, 
that no other man of his day was possessed 
of superior technical knowledge, or equal 
genius and sagacity in detecting the symp- 
toms and pointing out the remedies for 
every disease under the sun. Fortunately 
for himself, he had persuaded his Majesty 
to be much of the same opinion, which he 
had accomplished partly by his pedantic 
jargon, and by being possessed of a tho- 
rough knowledge of the I-atin language— a 
quality which qphanced his value much in 
the King’s estimation ; yet he was perhaps 
still more beholden to his adroitness, in 
constantly affirming that his royal master 
promoted his health by all those exercises 
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to which he was attached, no matter how 
intemperately pursued ; as likewise by his 
commendations of the nutritious qualities 
of those sweet wines, to the use of which 
the King was so profusely addicted, and 
which some of his Majesty’s more honest 
physicians had thought it their duty to hint, 
were prejudicial to his constitution. Thus, 
by acquiescing in all the tastes of James, 
who was ever childishly impatient of what- 
soever thwarted his inclinations, he became 
so necessary to him, and so much in favom*, 
that no one about the court ventured to at- 
tack him, save under the patronage of the 
Queen. She seeing through his character, 
and despising it, sometimes drew from his 
peculiarities amusement for herself and her 
attendants, although his vanity kept him 
from perceiving it, and made him feel flat- 
tered by what he considered her particular 
notice. 

This person, such as he has been de- 
scribed, now advanced up the room toward 
her IMiyesty, with a simper of conscious 
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satisfaction upon his sallow features ; and 
casting an affected glance of admiration to- 
ward I^ajly Rcatrix, who had began to play 
and sing, he approached the Queen with 
an liumble obeisance, who retunicd it by a 
sliglit inclination of her head, and motion 
of lior ham\ toward the fair songstress, as 
intimating, that she was attending to her, 
and did not choose to be disturbed. Her- 
bah on tills sign, withdrew to some distance 
from her person, fixing his eyes on Lady 
Beatrix, while he beat time to her song 
with the fingers of one hand, on a splendid 
Ik>x, wiiicli contained a costly perfume, and 
which he held so slightly in the other, as 
to exhibit a beautiful painting in enamel, 
set with brilliants ; while his eyes were ever 
and anon cast up with a mawkish affecta- 
tion of rapture, which seemed exceedingly 
to delight the spectators. The sound of the 
lute had no sooner ceased, than he address- 
ed r^ady Beatrix in the most florid style 
of coinplimcnt ; to which she replied, with 
downcast eyes, and a well dissembled ap 
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pearance of gratification, which raising his 
hopes, wx)ulcl have induced him to continue 
his gallantry, had she not reminded him 
that he had been sent for by her Majesty. 

** Now, Ruthvcn,” said the Queen, 
Herbal shall in our presence ])ronounce 
upon the injury your arm hath sustained ; 
for. Heaven forgive us, if wc have wrong- 
fully suspected thee of wishing to raise the 
compassion of our fair ladies, by a strata- 
gem which maketh thee so hel])lessly inte- 
resting, and also displayetli to siicli advan- 
tage the curious embroidery of that scarf 
tliat supporteth it witlial.” 

‘‘ Your Majesty will, I trust, be con- 
vinced that you have done me wrong,” said 
lluthven, ‘‘ when Doctor Herbal sliall make 
his report upon my arm.” 

Meanwhile let me look upon that paint- 
ing, good Herbal,” said the Queen, “ which 
thou boldest in thine hand.” 

Doctor Herbal immediately delivered the 
box to her Majesty, with one of those con- 
tortions of his boily, which he imagined a 
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paceful bow. The luiniature on its lid was 
that of an uncommonly beautiful woman, 
in tlic bloom of youth. After her Majesty 
had looked on it for some time, she called 
on licr ladies to admire it, while Herbal 
examiiK'd Iluthvcn’s hand, which appeared 
considerably swelled. 

“ 1 must be so bold,” said Herbal, ** as 
to remark, that your Majesty’s suspicions 
have, indeed, done the Master of Ruthven 
less than justice ; for this has really,” he 
c/)utinued, as he held the \vrist on wdiich he 
was about to lectiire exposed to view, “ been 
a severe s])raiu. I'he extension of the liga- 
ments about the carpus is so great, that 
the radius and metacarpus are become”* 

“ Now, beshrew iny heart,” interrupted 
the Queen, “ if thou beginnest wdth thine 
uiiinlelligible gibborisli, it were but lost la- 
bour to listen to thee, therefore no more; 
we trust thy skill to devise such remedies 
as shall bring relief to the Master. — Mean- 
while, I am impatient to learn whose like- 
ness this is, that fornieth, as we think, the 
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principal adornment of this costly box ; or 
is she but the creature of the painter’s 
fancy ?” 

She was no imaginary being, so please 
your Highness,” said Herbal, with an air 
of conscious triumph, “ but one that was 
more beauteous still than she is represented.” 

" W as !*’ repeated her Majesty ; is she 
then dead? or hath the ruthless hand of 
time defaced these matchless features ? But 
I forget me ; so young a man as thou could 
not in the latter case have vouched the re- 
semblance; and, perhaps,” she continued as 
she read in his countenance a hypocritical 
expression of sorrow, mingled with what she 
construed into an eagerness to be interro- 
gated on the subject, — “ perhaps we ought 
not to question you too closely lest slie was 
some lady-love of thine, whose loss you still 
deplore ! Speak ! — it so ?” 

“ Gratitude for the good opinion so fair 
a creature deigned to entertain of my un- 
worthy self, could not but leave some dreg 
of grief behind, though not exactly of the 
10 
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nature which your Majesty hath seemed to 
hint,'’ replied Herbal. 

“ AVhat!’' said the Queen ; while the eyes 
of Herbal being turned on the ground pre- 
vented liim from obsen ing the look of un- 
utterable derision with which slie surveyed 
his grotesque figure — “ W’^hat! you do not 
mean to iinjily tliat you were so cruel as 
not to return the regard of the unfortunate 
beauty ?” 

“ Affection, as your Majesty knoweth/’ 
lie replied, “ cannot be forced. It was there- 
fore no crime of mine if I felt nought but 
respect for one that filled all other hearts 
with love.” 

“ IJarbarous savage !” said the Queen, 
affecting the utmost indignation, while the 
laugh she could scarce control slightly con- 
vulsed the corners of her mouth, and w'as 
seen dancing in her large hluc eyes. It is 
probable then that you suffered so sweet a 
creature to die for love of you-— take your 
box, I' cannot pardon thee, or look again 
on it.” 

VOL. I. I 
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“ Nay,” replied Herbal, “ your Majesty is 
too severe upon me ; I said not so — the lady 
died — but God forefen d lier death should 
lie at my door ! She was a foreigner, and I 
so young a man when we met abroad, that 
it would have been but madness to have 
thought of marriage ; and yet, alas ! no 
heart is softer than the one I bear !” And 
laying his hand on his breast, he looked 
conceitedly toward the Lady Beatrix, and 
sighed profoundly. 

The Lady Beatrix turned her head, and 
whispered to the Duchess of Lennox — 
Now could I spit at him, did I not hope for 
better revenge.” 

“ Nay, Herbal,” said her Majesty, with 
impenetrable gravity, “ as I hope for peace, 
will I not have these dangerous sighs waft- 
ed toward our damsels, lest some one of 
them should share the fate of that poor 
maiden we have just been pitying. There- 
fore, I command thee to marry, for thou 
hast not now thy extreme youth to plead : 
and sbouldest thou choose a wife from this 
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fair throng, I promise thee a merry wed-' 
ding. — What say you, ladies, shall vve not 
be gay ?’; 

“ Were all these ladies of my mind,” 
said I.ady lleatrix, “ then would your Ma- 
jesty's considerate care have little to appre- 
hend for us from sighs, and such like am- 
bassadors of flimsy love as silken knights 
employ.” 

“ CJramcrcy,” replied Anne, with well- 
feigned surprise, I pray thee what might 
then suffice ? 

• “ O,” returned the Lady Beatrix, ** I could 
never bestow myself upon the man who only 
proved his love by sighs.” And she conti- 
nued, darting a look full of penetrating and 
comic expression at the attentive Herbal, 
“ He who wins my favour must be able to 
compicr with his sword all others who con- 
tend for it, — he must l>c perfect in martial 
exercises, and the management of his steed ; 
for even his springing on him without as- 
sistance from the stirrup, though I confess 
it but a common feat, hath more charm for 
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my heart, than all the sighs that he could 
breathe, although his throat should emulate 
the cave of Jlolus. — should like him, too, 
to figure in the grave and graceful dance — 
and he must be a learned man, and if he 
had the genius of a poet to celebrate my 
perfections, so much the better, for then 
would they be handed down to posterity, — 
these are the qualities that I most dearly 
prize, and the only ones that will ever make 
an impression on my affections.” 

Her Majesty was much diverted by this 
list of perfections, many of which were to- 
tally unattainable by Herbal, — and by the 
perplexed air with which he heard them 
enumerated. 

* “ Now I have said my say,” continued 
the young lady, “ is my determination ap- 
proved by your ^Majesty and these ladies?” 

Anne and her ladies acquiesced most 
heartily in her ideas of the proper qualities 
of a lover. “ And certes,” said the Queen, 
“ that man were not worthy of your favour. 
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who, being deficient in any of tlicse quali- 
fications, set not himself to acquire them.” 

“ Na^-, that is for his consideration,” said 
Beatrix ; “ but iny determination is fixed 
as fate. ’ 

The grimaces that accompanied a low 
bow, made by Herbal at this juncture, to 
Lady Beatrix, so nearly overset the gravity 
of the scene, that one instant more* and 
even the blinded and egregious vanity of 
Herbal must liave discovered that he was 
made the butt of the circle ; Rutbven, how- 
ever, perceived the danger, and having no 
inclination to lose the amusement he still 
expectcxl from this vain coxcomb, pretended 
a sadden pain in his uTist, and craving the 
Queen's permission for his attendance, took 
him by the arm aud hurried him out of the 
apartment. They had no sooner disappear- 
ed, than a burst of laughter echoed Uurough 
the room. 

“ Thou hast performed thy part to a mi- 
racle, my girl,” said the Queen to Lady 
Beatrix, and hast sent that stupid fool to 



198 


ST JOHNSTOUN. 


practise as many absurdities, as a show-man 
teacheth his ape ; and may heaven increase 
his folly, that so our mirth may profit by 
the occasion !” During this scene, the Earl 
of Gowric remained standing by the Lady 
Agnes. The conversation which engrossed 
them, and prevented their attending to 
what was passing in the room, shall be re- 
corded in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XL 


(»ood Sir John, as you have one eye upon my follicn, tnm 
anotlur into tJie register of your own, tluit 1 may patis witli » 
reproof the ea‘‘ier. 

SHAJUPEAaC. 

The Lady Agnes remained busily em- 
ployed with her work, as we have before 
said, during the whole of the time that the 
scene recorded in the last chapter was pass- 
ing. For, taking little interest in the 
scenes of giddy levity, in which the Queen 
delighted, she was at all timw happy in an 
opportunity of escaping from them, that she 
might commune with her own thoughts ; 
for, brought up in solitude with a mother, 
whose delicate health and depressed spirits 
allowed not of her mixing with the world, 
there was in her disposition an almost in- 
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fantinc innocence, joined with a seriousness 
of reflection, a depth of understanding, and 
a firmness of purpose, very uncommon at 
her years. Much of this she owed, per- 
haps, to the persecutions on account of her 
religion, which she endured from her •fa- 
ther. Having from this cause never known 
happiness at that early period which nature 
seems to set apart for its enjoyment, if there 
was engendered in her mind any youthfiil 
tincture of romance, it was that high-mind- 
ed heroism which taught her to bear any 
species of misfortune, rather than by sacri- 
ficing the slightest duty seek to avoid it. 

A character like hers could not easily be 
developed to those with whom she now as- 
sociated ; but GowTie had penetrated it, for 
it was too congenial to his own to escape 
his jjerception. His father’s violent death, 
and the broken-hearted recollections of his 
sxuriving parent — wiiich ever dwelt upon 
the dishonomred grave of her murdered hus- 
band, where there was nought to soften the 
pangs of memory— had made an early im- 
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prcssion on liis naturally serious disposition 
and feeling heart ; and taking from his boy- 
liood thp buoyancy of youth, had tinctured 
his mind and habits, as he grew to man- 
IiockI, with a dignity and gravity which 
are seldom met with in so young a man. 
Agnes appeared to (Jowrie so much tlie be- 
ing created for liis happiness, that he could 
not licl]) secretly indulging a hope, that 
she miglit one day change that faith, which 
now seemed the only in sunnoun table bar 
to their union ; for ]h‘ perceived, with sa- 
tisfaction, tlic preference wliich her artless 
manners made it visible she entertained for 
his society, when contrasted with the de- 
gree of attention she bestowed on those 
admirers whom her beauty alone attracted. 
.\nd indeed lie considered her heart as safe 
fioin the contagion of such love, as if she 
had not possessed one capable of feeling the 
pa>sion. 

Among her lovers, there was, however, 
one, who !)rouked not tamely this iiidiffer- 
I 2 
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ence, and who already had begun to hate 
the Earl, as one to whom she gave that at- 
tention denied to himself. This young man 
was John Rathsay, a cadet of the ancient 
and honourable family of Daldomus, who 
attended on his Majesty as his page. Deep- 
ly smitten with the charms of Lady Agnes, 
although a Protestant, he felt no reluctance 
to marry a Catholic ; nor, in following the 
headstrong passion with which she had in- 
spired him, did he see any thing detrimental 
to the ambition which had hitherto been the 
star by which he steered his course ; for she 
was, as well as himself, of an ancient fa- 
mily, and the heiress of ample estates. 

Till the arrival of the Earl of Cowrie, 
although his own attentions had not been 
received in the manner he wished, yet his 
utmost vigilance had not been able to de- 
tect, in the slightest instance, any appear- 
ance of superior attention toward the other 
candidates for her favour. But now her 
conduct seemed to him to be changed ; for 
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no sooner did the Earl appear, tlian she 
smiled upon him, and attended to his con- 
vcrsatio;fi with an apparent sensation of plea- 
sure, which he had never observed her dis- 
play when addressed by any other man. 
Nor did she shun those little attentions of 
gallantry, when offered by the Earl, which 
she was wont to avoid, when tendered by 
himself or others. All these things did he 
narrowly observe, with the jaundiced eye of 
jealousy, and construe into confirmation 
strong,” that Cowrie w as liis favoured rival. 
Nor did it cause him slight uneasinesa to 
learn, that the Earl was so frequent a guest 
of the Queen, during those hours when his 
own office obliged him to be in attendance 
on his Majesty. Magnifying the danger to 
himself, from tliesc interviews, and stung 
with her seeming preference of the Earl, it 
was with vexation and rage that he per- 
ceived him and liis family, as it were sur- 
rounding the tlironc, aud becoming the 
prime objects of favour with a Monarch so 
easily swayed, and with a Queen whose im- 
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perious temper necessarily exercised, over 
her weaker-minded consort, a considerable 
ascendency. Besides all this, he ^beheld, 
with no small touch of envy, the superior 
acquirements of Cowrie, and that elegance 
of manner, which was partly the result of 
natural disposition, and partly of his inter- 
course with courts and countries in which 
refinement had made a greater progress 
than in Scotland, where the turbulent man- 
ners of its nobles had only just begun to 
soften into some degree of civilization ; for 
if the short reign of the unfortunate Mary 
had introduced the more polished manners 
and customs of France, they were quickly 
forgotten in the fierce contests to which her 
reign had given rise ; nor did they proba- 
bly ever extend far beyond the limits of her 
own immediate presence. 

Thus the Earl of Cowrie was a bright 
and solitary star in that horizon, which was 
still overclouded by barbarism ; nor was 
tlic rc any one of all the lesser host likely to 
arise in competition with him, except his 
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brother, the Master of Ruthven, whose vo* 
latile, though noble, brave, and generous 
mind, \ps daily modelling itself by almost 
imperceptible degrees on that of the £arl, 
who appeared to him to have attained the 
summit of human perfection. Naturally 
proud, fierce, and ambitious, llathsay thus 
belield his patli crossed by one who seemj^d, 
almost without an effort, to be in a fair 
way of reaping all those advantages which 
it liad cost him so much pains and forecast 
to contrive the means of possessing; and 
liis hauglity spirit rebelled at the prospect. 
His office, which made him a constant at- 
tendant on the King’s person, gave him, 
howc\'er, one advantage over his rival — in 
tlie constant possession of his car ; which 
circumstance he determined to turn to his 
own advantage, l>y endeavouring, as far as 
in him lay, to possess his Majesty with the 
same dislike of (rowrie which he felt him- 
self. 

.Meanwhile tlie Karl, strong in the rcc- 
tuude of his own principles, never so much 
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as harboured the most distant idea, that he 
was the object of aversion, not only to Rath- 
say, but to many others, who deemed that 
he might be the ultimate cause of hiding 
from them the beams of INIajesty, — held on 
his upright course, nor troubled himself to 
conjecture what miglit be the sentiments 
which his own superior advantages had given 
rise to in those around him. Agnes was, 
however, more quick-sighted, and perceived 
with uneasiness the angry glances cast to- 
ward him by Rathsay, and how generally 
he appeared the cause of envious observa- 
tion to almost all who felt his superiority. 
She too felt it ; and the strong perception 
of a character so different from those which 
surrounded her, and which raised in her 
mind such exalted ideas of his manly vir- 
tues, was fast undermining the indifference 
she had hitherto felt for his sex. But it 
was so natural for her to feel sympathy with 
what was great and noble, that she had not 
hitherto taxed herself with being governed 
by any nearer interest, or once even dream- 
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ed that she could be in any danger of feel- 
ing an exclusive predilection for one, who, 
whatevQT liis perfections might be, was still 
a heretic, with whom all her recollections, 
and all lier principles, were at variance. Her 
mind was, however, somewhat enlighten- 
ed on this subject, when she reflected on 
what liad passed between her and Gowric, 
in the conversation we promised, at the 
end of the last chapter, to repeat, and 
which had stamped indelible impressions on 
the minds of both. When Gowrie quitted 
the Queen, to repair, at his sister’s desire, 
with her message to I^ady Agnes, he still 
strongly felt the disapprobation, the expres- 
sion of which had offended her Majesty so 
much ; yet he might not perhaps have men- 
tioned the subject to Agnes, had he not so 
much approved the dignified reserve of her 
manner, so forcibly contrasted with all he 
obscrve<l in tlie circle in which Beatrix 
moved. He therefore seized this as a suit- 
able opportunity to beseech her to counsel 
his sister, who, partaking much in tlie dis- 
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position of her brother Alexander, was vo- 
latile and giddy, and consequently very un- 
fit to be under the control of a rc^al mis- 
tress, who never hesitated to gratify her 
gay and thoughtless inclinations at the ex- 
pence of prudence ; and whose levity fre- 
quently approached the utmost bounds of 
virtue. This was a dangerous situation for 
any young woman not gifted with uncom- 
mon firmness; and Gowrie would not have 
hesitated to remove Lady Beatrix from it 
immediately, had tliis been possible ; but 
it coidd not be done without assigning a 
sufficient reason ; and excepting the real 
one, which, of course, could not be given, 
there was not one which he could suggest 
that had even a shadow of pbausibility. Be- 
sides this, he wished much to encourage 
the intimacy between Beatrix and Agnes, 
which must have been greatly retarded by 
their separation. 

He therefore related as much of the af- 
fair of the locket, and of the conversation 
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which had just passed, as served to mark 
his disapprobation of the whole. Agnes 
felt particularly surprised at hearing of the 
Queen’s gift to lluthven. She recollected 
that her iSIajcsty had said that the locket 
had been among the jewels given her by 
tlie King on her marriage, and that he had 
appeared to prize it more than those of 
much greater value, having himself disco- 
vered the amethyst which formed its cen- 
tre on Salisbury Crags ; and which he had 
caused to be surrounded with the largest 
pearls from the river Ythan, and set in 
Scottish gold. This, however, she concealed 
from Cowrie, being anxious not to increase 
his uneasiness, which the knowledge of such 
a circumstance must inevitably have done. 
She therefore only hinted tliat his influ- 
ence vnth the Master, which was evidently 
great, might avail to prevent the evil con- 
sequences he appeared to dread ; and add- 
ed, that her own influence with Lady Bea- 
trix should be exerted to attain the same 
cud. For if she could bring her to sec this 
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thoughtless act of the Queen’s in the same 
light in which she viewed it herself, her ad- 
vice might have more effect on thp Master, 
than if given by those whom he considered 
as more fastidious. 

“ And,” said she, “ I have no doubt of 
being able to convince her of its improprie- 
ty ; for Beatrix, though of that disposition, 
which stimulates to mirth and frolic, is yet 
ever amenable to more sober recollection.” 

“ And yet,” returned the Earl, “ I can- 
not help feeling sorry that she so frequent- 
ly ^ves the reins to her mirthful disposi- 
tion, which I fear has at times the effect of 
wounding the feelings of those unfortunate- 
ly subjected to the lash of her reckless vrit. 
—And even at this moment,” he continued, 
as he cast a glance toward the upper end of 
the apartmient, “ if I mistake not, poor 
Herbal is passing through an ordeal of this 
nature, for I observe that Beatrix never 
losea* an opportunity of holding him up to 
ridicule.” 

“ Nay,” said Agnes, “ in my poor opi- 
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nion, my lord, your sister hardly deserves 
censure on liis account ; for his attentions 
to her have been so troublesome, and his 
vanity is so incorrigible, that lie richly de- 
serves mortification at her hands; which, 
after all, she can scarcely inflict, for he per- 
sists in taking all her slights for favours ; 
and, though she plays ofif the solemn cox- 
comb till the ridicule is apparent to every 
one, he is too well protected from her slings 
and arrows by his shield of vanity to per- 
ceive it himself.” 

But were it not as well to treat with 
silent contempt the attentions she com- 
plains of?” returned the Elarl. I am in- 
clined to think this would be the conduct 
piu-sued by you in similar circumstances. 
And, forgive me, when I say I have fre- 
quently admired the dignity and sweetness 
with which I have seen you repel similar 
attentions.” 

This tribute of praise from the £arl, 
highly as Agnes valued his opinion, could 
not but be most gratifying; but she re- 
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plied, “ Indeed, my lord, it would be most 
unfair, were I to admit of any comparisons 
between myself and my friendj^ circum- 
stanced as I am ; to say nothing of the dif- 
ference of disposition with which nature ap- 
pears to have endowed us.” 

“ The Lady Agnes will pardon me,” 
said the Earl, “ for confessing myself to* 
tally ignorant of her meaning, and for ex- 
pressing a wish to understand what she has 
now said, which I entreat her to attribute 
to the interest I feel in all that concerns 
her.” 

Agnes felt confused and distressed by 
this speech, for it was not her wish to oc- 
cupy his attention by speaking of herself ; 
and she thought her friendless and orphan 
situation, and her ^)crsecuted religion, were 
such obvious checks on lightness of heart, 
that her meaning would not have required 
any further explanation. She therefore 
paused and hesitated, but at length said, — 
“ You are not ignorant, I presume, my lord, 
that the religious faith which I hold is at 
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variance with that now established in this 
kingdom, and that, in being debarred from 
practising its rites and ceremonies, I am 
also prevented from seeking the counsels of 
a spiritual guide, which weighs the more 
heavily on my mind, as I have lost that 
tender parent, who was wont to be my ad- 
viser.” 

“ Alas ! that you, lady,” said Gowric, 
“ should unfortunately not perceive the sim- 
plicity and purity of that reli^on which 
substitutes the homage of the heart for ritea 
and ccreinonics !” 

“ And can you, my lord,” said Agnes, 
raising her head, and fixing on him a look 
of indignant sorrow, “ think so meanly of 
my faith, as to imagine it a cold rotind of 
ceremonies ? and that the deepest feelings 
of the heart are excluded from it ? Oh ! 
liow much deceived you arc !” 

“ I cannot be so far deceived, at least, 
dear lady,” rejoined the Earl, “ as to ,8up- 
jH)sc it such to you ; and I again beseech 
your forgiveness, if I have offended, by ex- 
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pressing a wish to see one so pure and love- 
ly, embracing the genuine simplicity of Pro- 
testantism, or at least using the rei^son with 
which she is so eminently endowed in can- 
didly examining its precepts. And, oh ! if 
you but knew the deep concern 1 feel on 
this subject, you would no longer wonder 
at my taking what you now must think an 
unwarrantable liberty.” 

Agnes, who, in the fervour of her own 
feelings, had continued to look at Gowrie 
while he thus addressed her, perceived him 
turn on her a regard of such admiration 
and tender interest, that its meaning could 
not escape her penetration. Her heart was 
softened, and she bent down her head to 
her work, to conceal her countenance from 
him, that he might not perceive what was 
passing in her mind ; for she had become 
suddenly enlightened with respect to his 
sentiments ; and feeling it her duty not 
to sanction in any degree hopes which he 
might form in regard to her future senti- 
ments, she summoned all her fortitude to 
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crush them at once. And without appear- 
ing to understand the extent of the mean- 
ing liis words and look had too fatally con- 
veyed, she assured him, in a tone of the ut- 
most gentleness, that she was not offended, 
and had a proper value for the kindness of 
the motive which induced him to speak on 
a subject that had nevertheless been but too 
often urged upon her already, as her deter- 
mination w as to live and die in the faith in 
which she had been educated ; and that so 
far from having a thought of wavering, she 
considered herself as devoted, by her mo- 
ther s dying request, to a monastic life; and 
that it was her earnest wish to obtain her 
uncle’s permission to commence it immedi- 
ately ; which she hoped to obtain, when he 
understood that she still remained firm to 
her principles, and that there was no pros- 
pect of her changing. 

Cowrie was electrified by this informa- 
tion ; for, though infonned by his brother 
of the wishes of her mother on this subject, 
he had never dreamt it was the puiposc 
18 
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of Agnes herself; and the idea of losing 
her for ever in the cloisters of a convent, 
banished the colour from his face, while it 
betrayed marks of strong agitation. It ren- 
dered him, however, eloquent in his endea- 
vours to convince her, that she could never 
serve God so well as by continuing to prac- 
tise her duty in a w orld,wherc examples of 
virtue were so necessary. But as it is not 
our intention to follow them through the 
mazes of religious controversy, we shall only 
say, that hitherto the resistance of Agnes 
against the objections urged in opposition 
to her faith, had been used to combat those, 
who, considering her firmness as obstinacy, 
and themselves and their lawful authority 
degraded by entering into controversy with 
a girl of her years, had unfortunately treat- 
ed her understanding with contempt, and 
assumed a superiority by no means their 
due, had her powers of intellect been fairly 
weighed against their own. But the me- 
thod of attack was now totally changed. 
From the Earl she met with liberality of 
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sentiment, and a just appreciation of hor 
superior mind, joined with comprehension 
of her fijplings, admiration of licr pure mo- 
tives, and an affectionate zeal for her hap- 
piness, which were highly soothing and ac- 
ceptable to her ingenuous mind ; and while 
Gowrie spoke, she became half persuaded 
that a life of usefulness in the world, where 
there were acts of kindness to perform, and 
temptations to resist, must be as acceptable 
to her Maker, as the seclusion of a monas- 
tic hfe. It was not, therefore, till solitude 
had given her leisure to meditate on his 
words, and her own corresponding feelii^, 
that she perceived, with humiliation and 
alarm, w hat she considered their deadly ten- 
dency, and resolved never again to listen to 
him on the subject of her faitii. But if 
these meditations served to strengthen her 
prejudices, because they alarmed her viy- 
lance, yet did Gowrie not suffer in hw opi- 
nion for wishing that they might have but 
one religion ; nor did the utmost stretch of 
VOL. 1. K 
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her pious zeal so far obscure her natural 
good sense, as to persuade her that he who 
was an example of all that was npble and 
virtuous, wmdd eventually be consigned to 
destruction, because he had been educated 
in that error which the frailty of nature at 
times almost tempted her to wish she had 
shared, rather than she should be parted 
from him for ever. And sometimes the 
struggle was so great between what she con- 
sidered her duty, and the strong interest 
which Gowrie had acquired in her heart, 
that she seemed to behold herself on the 
edge of a precipice, where one step only 
appeared wanting to engulf her. 

Nor were the sensations of Gowrie more 
enviable ; for although keenly alive to all 
those ties which form the charm and zest of 
existence, and which, touching the springs 
of the affections, make tiie pulse to throb 
with kindly emotions, yet, as his heart had 
never till now been impelled toward such 
kindred excellence, it was at once his delight 
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to trace tlie similarity of taste iu her to 
whom he was thus attracted ; and his tor- 
ment ta reflect, that she could not be his 
wife consistently with his own principles, 
and what he owed to those who looked up 
to him for example and assistance in sup- 
port of the reformed religion. But such was 
the admiration he felt for the firm yet fe- 
minine cliaracter of Agnes, and the vene- 
ration with which he regarded tlic purity 
of her mind and motives, that he felt as it 
were afraid to urge any cliange that could 
wound tlie tender conscience of a creature 
who appeared to him equally a stranger to 
earthly jiassions and worldly views ; and 
who seemed already to belong exclusively to 
Heaven. And as her image, dedicated en- 
tirely to her Maker, rose to his view, he 
thought that one so young and pure must 
be, whatever tlie errors of her faith, a sa- 
crifice not unacceptable to the Deity ; and 
that she could hardly remain in the world 
without contamination. In short, he thought 
he could almost resign her to this late, as 



220 


6T JOHNSTOUN. 


a tender mother, who having herself ex- 
perienced the troublesome turmoils of the 
world, does the babe, who being «nly lent 
her for a day, is straight returned to the 
bosom of its God. But these were only the 
more subdued feelings of his calmer mo- 
ments, for there were times when it seemed 
impossible to give up all that he had ever 
fancied of happiness in his youthful visions 
of domestic bliss ; and which, but for this 
one obstacle, might yet be realized. 

There happened, however, about this 
time, a circumstance which tended, by a na- 
tural consequence, to shew him, had he be- 
fore been ignorant of it, in what light his 
marrying a Catholic would be regarded by 
his countrymen. 

The King, who was ever anxious to in- 
troduce Episcopal government, caused a Ge- 
neral Assembly to meet at !Montrose, to 
settle tbe Section and powers of the rejue- 
sentatives sent from the church to Parlia- 
ment. 

This town was chosen for the meeting. 
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because it was more likely to be attended 
by the northern clergy, among whom the 
King's interest particularly lay; and he 
exerted all his influence, and gave it the 
weight of his own personal attendance, to 
secure to his measures a large majority. 
Hut the clergy of Kdiiiburgh and its ad- 
joining counties, so much dreaded that his 
Majesty would carry his purpose of again 
establishing the bishops, so abhorrent to all 
Presbyterian principles, that they exerted 
themselrcs to the utmost to thwart his de- 
signs ; and succeeded in limiting the power, 
both spiritual and temporal, of those who 
were sent as representatives to Parliament 
by making them entirely amenable to the 
General Assembly for their conduct. In 
this contest, the Earl of Cowrie strenuous- 
ly opposed his Majesty ; and by throwing 
all his interest into the opposite scale, car- 
ried the question against him. 

This circumstance well secemded the ef- 
forts of llathsay.and nourished iu the King’s 
bosom the seeds of suspicion and aversion. 
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During the time that this momentous ques- 
tion was depending at Montrose, the jea- 
lous imaginations of the clergy predicted in 
the event of the King's gaining his point, 
the ultimate re-establishment of Popery. 
And their harangues, delivered in Cowrie’s 
hearing, on the inexhaustible subject of its 
abominations, and the vigilance required in 
every man who professed the reformed faith, 
or was true to his country, to crush its te- 
nets, and discountenance its advocates, was 
80 vehemently insisted on, that the Earl 
returned to Edinburgh, strengthened in his 
resolution, that whatever it might cost him, 
he would not lose the confidence of bis coun- 
trymen, and appear to betray the interests 
of religion, by seeking his own happiness in 
allying himself with a Catholic. 

The consequence of this renovated reso- 
lution was, that he absented himself from 
the Palace for some days after his return to 
Edinburgh. But this painful effort to shun 
the sight of her who was ever present to his 
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imagination, appeared to him rather to in- 
crease than diminish her influence over his 
mind^Nlt was, therefore/ quickly abandon- 
ed, and he was again a frequent guest in 
the Queen’s private apartments, where he 
flattered himself his presence w^as often a 
salutary check upon his brother’s thought- 
less vivacity, who, fearful of a lecture from 
the Earl, had taken care not to give the 
opportunity he had sedulously sought for 
some time, of speaking to him in private on 
the subject of his conduct toward her Ma- 
jesty. Kuthven had avoided this interview 
whenever it was craved by Gowrie, under 
pretence of some particular engagement ; 
he was cither obliged to attend his Ma- 
jesty, or he had some commission intrusted 
to him, which he must execute, or he had 
some pressing appointment of his own ; in 
short, he continued to foil the Karl in every 
attempt to see him alone. Gowrie was, 
however, determined to gain his point, and, 
for that purpose, remained at Holyrood later 
one night than was his usual custom, and 
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continued to linger there till Ruthven, who 
imagined him gone, had retired to his apart- 
ment, which the Earl entered so««' after 
him, to bis evident consternation. 

Can you for once undress without the 
assistance of your valet ? or shall I offer my 
services as his substitute,” said the Earl, 
“ having somewhat for your private ear ?” 

Ruthven, who saw there was no escape, 
dismissed his attendant. 

“ And now, my dear Cowrie, be merd- 
&1, for well do I know what hath procured 
me this domiciliary visit, or at least I sur- 
mise it is to reprove your unworthy brother 
—Is it not so ?” 

“ No,” returned the Earl, with an accent 
of deep fading ; “ not to reprove an un- 
worthy, but to warn a dear and estimable 
brother, — one who but requires to listen to 
the dictates of his reason and noble nature, 
to become all that I could wish to see him.” 

Fdth, I know not,” returned Ruthven; 
** methinks my reason sometimes makes a 
halt, while what you are pleased to call my 
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noble nature leads me wrong ; for it is ever 
urgi^ tnc to commit one folly or other, un- 
der tn^retext of amusement. But come» 
out with it at once — to the particulars, 
man. What is the offence with which I 
am charged ?” 

“ Listen to me quietly for five minutes,’’ 
rejoined the Earl, and you shall Icam it ; 
though I am inclined to think your memo* 
ry at this moment points pretty exactly to 
tlie subject to which I allude ; but if it 
doth not, why, then, cast yiJte eyes down* 
ivards to your breast that it may be re- 
freshed,” 

lluthvcn did so, and perceived that the 
gift of the Queen, the obnoxious trinket, 
liad escaped through the opening of his 
shirt-collar, while he stooped to unfasten 
the knees of his dress. 

“ Pshaw,” said he, as, with a gesture of 
impatience, he quickly recovered it from 
its dangling position, and thrust it in again ; 
and to avoid looking at his txrother, went on 
to finish his employment 
K 2 
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“ Alas ! my dear Alexander, to what 
does this folly of the Queen’s and your’s 
tend ?” 

“ AVhy, it tends to make a coxcomb of 
me, you have said,” replied Ruthven, with a 
degree of pettishness ; “ but truly, if I know 
myself, I never yet did emulate such popin- 
jays, — ‘To shine so brisk, and smell so sweet, 
and talk so like a waiting gentlewoman.’ ” 

“ Are there then no coxcombs but such 
as made mad the valiant Hotspur?” said 
Gowrie. “ Cdme, come, this is but subter- 
fuge ; and what I would say is of too seri- 
ous a nature to be discussed in such an idle 
manner. — To be plain then, I fear me that 
your peace of mind will in time fall a sacri- 
fice to the vanity of a giddy woman, who, 
presuming on her royal rank, takes delight 
in exercising her power, by entangling in 
her meshes the unwary whom her fascina- 
tions attract. And I earnestly beseech you, 
by all that you value and love, to withdraw 
yourself more from her presence. Think of 
our dear and venerated mother, whose heart 
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it would break, should you draw on you the 
jealousy and consequent vengeance of the 

Ki^. 

“ AVhat frightful diiincras arc you con- 
•juring up to terrify yourself withal ?’’ said 
Jluthven. “ For iiiy part, I perceive no 
danger ; for you cannot suppose me such an 
egregious ass, as to fall in love with another 
man’s wife — and the wife to boot of the most 
potent, wise, and erudite James, my liege 
lord, and royal master ?” 

“ Allowing that there ir no such risk, 
which is giving up much that I think not 
^ ery improbable ; yet does the danger not 
diminish, provided his Majesty should be 
piqued by her foolish attentidlis to you, and 
provided also, as in the case of the lamentetl 
Farl of Murray, there is a Huntly to be 
found.” 

“ Ah !” returned the Master, as if invo* 
luntarily, “ you have touched the core of 
the subject now. Hut what can I do ? 
You would not have me to repel her gra- 
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ciousness with rude neglect ? You would 
not bid me——” 

“ Peace !” said the Earl, “ and I t?ill tell 
you what I would that you should do. — 
I would have you avoid her but half as se- 
dulously as you have done for some time 
past him who now addresses you — and I 
would that you bow to her commands, and 
her flattery, with less the air of a de- 
voted lover— and if, as you allege, your 
heart acquits you in this matter, clothe its 
meaning in s less equivocal garb. And 
now, my dear brother, convince me that 
you take in good part the advice of one, 
who, heaven is my witness, prizes your hap- 
piness more than his own ; and give me the 
satisfaction of seeing you discard from your 
neck that ribband, the golden embroidery of 
which, by the way, I should imagine no 
comfortable companion to your skin.” 

Ruthven stood erect, and wrapping tight- 
ly over his breast the silken dressing-gown 
in which he was enveloped, as if the more 
firmly to secure his treasured locket, replied 
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to the Earl’s request with heightened co« 
his dark eyes brightly scintillating 
fromuSder his jet-black eye-brows, which 
were scornfully contracted— 

“ And is it the g^lant Earl of Gowrie,” 
said he in a voice of angry derision, “ tliat 
would counsel such a craven aet of foul dis- 
honour to the gift of a woman and aQueen? 
— Is it he who heard me swear never to take 
it from the shoulders she deigned to adorn 
with it ? Death and fury !” continued he, 
kindling into rage, “ I wodSer you do not 
think it meet that I should fling it in her 
face, and say, — ‘ Take again your trinket, 
lest I should be chastised for wearing it!’ 
You have heard me swear before never to 
part with it, and now,” continued he, with 
wild solemnity, as he raised his eyes and 
right hand to heaven, “ and now you shall 
hear it again.” And in that attitude he 
pronounced a solemn oath n. <er voluntarily 
to remove it. 

The Earl stood in fixed aBtonbhment at 
his passionate vehemence, but there was 
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sorrow mingled with his surprise, and still 
preserving his usual dignified calmness pf 
manner, he said, — “ To-morrow, Al5!Jander, 
when you have better considered this con- 
versation, you will protably be as much sur- 
prised at your intemperate warmth as I am 
now, for to-night you have surely done me 
less than justice. You will be cooler when 
we meet again — ^till then, farewell !” 

The Earl took a silver lamp from tJie 
table, which he had secured to light him 
through the Mbyrinth of passages to the 
place where his attendants waited, and, 
without remaining another instant, drew 
after him the door of the apartment. He 
had advanced but a few steps along the 
gallery, when he felt his shoulder seized 
with a convulsive grasp, and turning, be- 
held the face of Ruthven, entirely divested 
of its former expression. His high colour 
liad fled, and his lately flashing eye had 
lost its daring expression, and now assuiped 
a look of humble entreaty, as he drew the 
yielding Earl back toward his room. 
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“ Do return with me for a single in- 
Cowrie,” said he. 

Th^^arl, moved by his air of contrition, 
immediately re-occupied the place where he 
had stood a minute before, lluthven shut 
the door, and approached him. 

You cannot now object to my calling 
myself your unworthy brother ; for oh ! I 
could destroy myself for being the ungrate- 
ful fool I am ! — Yet no,” he said, let me 
not wrong myself; I am not indeed un- 
gratclul, my noble-minded Iwrother, for all 
your saint-like patience, and your care of such 
a wayward wretch as I am ! — Say but you 
forgive me, and I will swear to do all that 
you desire, save that,” he continued, in a 
tremulous voice, and his eyes fixed upon 
the Earl, “ which I have already sworn not 
to do. — You will not again mention that, I 
am certain, for it is a matter of small con- 
sequence, provided I adhere to your advifeo 
in other respects.” 

Go%vrie took his brother’s hand, and 
pressing it affectionately between his, he 
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said, — “ I not only freely and heartily for- 
give you for what hath passed, but th?.i*lv- 
you most gratefiilly for what you have now 
promised. It is quite sufficient. Hence- 
forward, I trust, there will be no occasion 
to renew this subject. I require no oaths 
—I rely implicitly on your word.” 

“ And you shall see how manfully I will 
perform my task,” said Ruthven. — “ But, 
dear Gowrie, if your thoughtless brother 
should presume to admonish in his turn, 
will you listmi^to him ?” 

“ Willingly,” replied the Earl, while he 
felt his heart beat against his breast, as if 
conscious it was concerned in the matter. 

“ W ell, then,” continued Ruthven, with 
a sly smile, while he mimicked the Earl’s 
manner, and the language used by him to 
himself a short time before, (for his brother’s 
ftnrgivenesB had completely lightened his 
heart, and when that was the case, he could 
not long restrain his playful imagination) — 
“ Well, then, I would have you to discard 
fiom your thoughts all traffideers in idols ; 
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I would have you to avoid all commiinion 
jjdA them, and I would tliat you bouned to 
tlml \gnes Somerdale with less of the 
air of a devoted lover ;-^for there arc other 
eyes as sharji as mine, and I never see that 
dark Kathsay seowling on you both, but I 
long to give him a prick with my rapiar.” 

“ God forbid it should ever leave its scab* 
bard for such a purpose !” replied the Karl ; 
“ but I will profit by your warning, and 
you shall be convinced,” be oontinued, at 
he sighed deeply, “ that I too can perfimn 
bravely what will indeed be no easy talk. 
We understand each other now, dear Ruth- 
veu. Have you aught else to say before 
we part, — for the night wears apace ?” 

Ruthven was checked into repentance for 
his late sally, when he beheld the expres- 
sion of sorrow which passed over the Karl't 
countenance while he answered to it, and 
he went on, w'ith a seriousnesa very unusual 
in him, — “ I was only going to inquire if 
you have made any observationt on the con- 
duct (d' the King towards you since hi* re- 
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turn from Montrose ; for I liave either 
imagined it> or it hath savoured more of 
coolness than it was wont.” 

“ I have perceived him somewhat shy 
in speech,” said he, “ but not more so 
than I might expect from the moody hu- 
mour that hath possessed him since he was 
out-voted in the General Assembly.” 

“ And may no evil consequence result 
from your violent opposition of his mea- 
sures in chtirch government ?” continued 
Ruthven ; “ for, believe me, no offence is 
more unpardonable with him than that 
committed against what he deems his high 
prerogative in church discipline.” 

“ It is very probable it may be so,” re- 
turned Growrie ; “ but you would not infer 
from thence that I must not oppose him? — 
I know you better tlian to believe you would 
have me a supple-knecd courtier, who bar- 
ters his own principles for the favour of an 
imperious master ?” 

“ No, no, — mistake me not,” said Ruth- 
ven ; “ I would not have thee other than 
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thou art ; — I only meant to say, that you 
need not be so very energetic in your op» 
posifi7Tl¥»-y(>u need not resemble so much 
a cliafcd lion, as you did, when you appre- 
hended the ascendency of the King’s party 
at Montrose.” 

“ I confe.s.s there is some truth in what 
you say, and I will amend it. — And now, 
once more, good night. ” 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Her check wad pale, lier form was spare,— 

Vigils and penitence austere 

Had early quench’d the light of youth, 

But gentle was the dame in sooth ; 

Though vain of her religious sway. 

She loved to see her maids obey ; 

Yet nothing stern was she in cell, 

And the nuns loved their Abbess well. 

Scott. 


We now return to the Abbess, who still 
remained at the Hostel of Loretto, as much 
as possible secluded from the public gaze ; 
never venturing from her apartment, save 
when, for the sake of her health, she stole 
out to take a lonely walk among the ruins 
that surrounded her place of confinement ; 
for it was only with them she appeared to 
hold converse^ while contrasting the pre- 
sent scene with the ancient grandeur of 
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the proud pile, wlien it contained the shrine 
,^^ hich the chiefs of the land — the valiant 
amT^e fair, had bowed down and adored. 
Indignation and sorrow filled her mind, aa 
she wandered for hours amidst the fallen 
arches and dilapidated walls, lamenting, in 
bitterness of spirit, the wickedness of ha* 
native countr)-, and still, as she mourned 
its apostacy, making firm resolves that she 
would not return to her convent without 
the child of her sister. The only roitiga* 
tion of the evil of the marriage with a here- 
tic of her she had loved so well, lay in her 
having educated her daughter in the true 
faith ; and when she received the account 
of her sister’s death, and at the same time 
a letter, written by her a short time pre- 
vious to her dissolution, conjuring her, by 
every tie of affection, and evc^ sacred con- 
sideration, to leave nothing unattempted to 
place her daughter in the convent over 
which she presided, she took, during the 
first moments of grief and Station, a so- 
Icmn vow before the Cross, to do all whidi 
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promised the smallest prospect of fulfilling 
her sister’s desire. Her first effort was 
made in addressing a letter of stjp»g"*fe^ 
monstrance to the father of Agnes, in which 
she represented, in glowing colours, the un- 
feeling turpitude of resisting the dying in- 
junctions of his wife. This application, 
however, did not succeed, and Agnes posi- 
tively refused to quit Scotland without the 
consent of her father. But when, however, 
shortly afterwards, the holy mother was in- 
formed of the death of Lord Somerdale, 
and that his daughter was placed under the 
protection of the Queen, she became de- 
termined to brave the dangers of the jour- 
ney, and, withdrawing her clandestinely, 
to carry her back with her to Rome. She 
accordingly applied to the Pope for leave 
to quit her convent, and for some holy 
man to prottSttt and assist her in her plan. 
Tliis apjdication being made just as his 
Holiness was meditating on sending the 
Jesuit to Scotland as a spy, he readily 
granted her request, and committed her to 
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his care ; ami having performed the jour- 
ney to Scotland in safety, she remained, 
"wftW.iojt Christian patience, awaiting the 
time wlicn the .Jesuit should be able to ac- 
complish a meeting between her and her 
niece; but, as it must of nmessity be a 
stolen one, it was requisite that she should 
remove from her abode at Musselburgh to 
the neighbourhood of Ilolyrood. The Je- 
suit liad therefore been endeavouring to pro- 
cure her an asylum nearer to that place, 
but hitherto without success, for some ob- 
jection attached to every place that offered 
itself to his notice ; and he l)cgan to despair 
of finding her such an abode as the circum- 
stances of tlie ease required, when one day 
while on his walk to visit her, he met his 
old acquaintance Xicol Partan, who in- 
stantly recollecting him, saluted him with— > 
" ^^’cei, maistcr ! — this is a quieter night 
tlian wc forgathcrerl iii last time. — And 
how’s a’ w i’ your sister ? — I hear she still 
bides wi’ the Lady o’ Loretto, though I 
never see her when I gang wi’ the fish ; 
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though, an she were like some auld wives 
I ken, an I didna see her, I wad hac a gude 
chance to hear her,” said he, casting ifttok 
of sly intelligence at a sqtiare -built brosy- 
fiiced girl who accompanied him, and who 
rettumed it ; ** for, ye see. Tin just gaun 
wi’ my dochter here to see anc o’ thae 
kind o’ limmers, that, faith ! we ha’na been 
near liaiid I caniia tell the time ; for she’s sic 
an ill-natured deevil, that a’ IkkIv’s fear'd 
for her, and troth she gets a w ord o' no being 
ower canny ; and yet, ye ken, for a' her 
failings, a bo<ly caiina just let her dee her 
lane, and the hss that carries tier a drap 
milk ilka inoniin has sent to tell us that 
she’s broken her leg ; but she ill deserves 
ony waiting on at Grizzy’s hand, for she 
wadna tak her afore, though she had lost a’ 
her ain weans ; — but, to be sure, that was 
because she didna want ane to ken her 
Papist customs.” 

The Jesuit, who, weary of the man’s 
li^rangue, was moving off, now became all 
fdention, and encouraged him to proceed, 

IS 
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by saying, “ The old woman of wliom you 
Sipcak is some relation of yours, I sup{XH!c ?” 

“l‘/ei>»sae.” n'tnmed Nicol ; " my mithcr 
and her were tw'a sisters, but she was far 
aulder than my mither, and she married a 
Papist man, that was anc o’ them that look* 
td after the King’s I’ark, in the atddQneen- 
niither’s day, and had a bit sfaeoling down 
in the gully there, atween Arthur’s Scat 
and the t'raigs, and there she bides still, 
and naobody fashes wi’ her. For whan a’ her 
bairns and her gudeman dee’d, she aye threa- 
pit she eoulilna live awa' frac the part where 
she brought up her family ; sac there was 
interest made for licr wi’ some o’ the grand 
folk at the court, and she got leave to hide. 
I3ut an she had been amang ncehours, she 
wad hae been brunt for a witch lang syne, 
though ye may wcel think I dinna believe 
a word o’ it inysel, or I wadna be gaun to 
let this bit lassie bide wi’ her.— >But an Ae 
de’il hasna made her a witch, him and her 
gudeman thegether ha’ made her a Papist ; 

VOL. I. L 
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but, ye see, it’s thought she has a pose, and 
we ken she has gude claisc, baith for back, 
and bed, and it wad be a sair pity f«r fYainct 
folk to get them ; sae I hearten up Grizzy 
here, and tell her the auld carlin winna live 
lang, and then she’ll get a’ her braws, if she 
has hut patience to wait on her a wee, bit ; 
but, piur thing, she’s fear’d to gang for a’ 
that.” 

“ What kind of a dwelling hath this old 
woman of whom you speak ?” inquired the 
Jesuit. 

“ It's no that ill a dwallin,” said Nicol ; 

for ye see her gudeman was used to work 
amang stanes, for it was his place to bigg 
up the slaps i’ the I’ark dyke ; sae he bigget 
the bit house himscl, and took mair pains 
than ocHsamon, and it’s gay and substantial, 
end baa twa apartments." 

" Could it,” said the Jesuit, “ by any 
meant be made a place of shelter for my 
sister, ivho is tired of remaining at an inn, 
and didikaa lire noise of a town—l should 
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be willing to furnish it with what neces- 
saries may be rc<iuirc<l ?” 

Nicol»pii‘.hc(l his bonnet on one side, 
and scratchint' his lioad, ]iauBC<l, in tlioiipht- 
ful mood, npon the ]iroi>o8a]. At length 
he said, " W'ecd, ye see, an she could put 
up wi’ it, od, it wadna l>c that impoatible 
to male it docent, for the auld crater has 
glide things nlnjut her ; but I*m doubtin 
she winna hoar tell o’ ony body livin’ aside 
her — Na. Tia !” continued he, “ I’m fearing 
that wad never do — Hut, if ye’re no tbning 
at hame, ye may gang up wi’ Griwiy and me 
— well mak ye wnlcome, and then ye can 
see '.vhat the auld limb o’ Satan says till’t 
hcrsel." 

“ A nd, licing pretty well skilled in sur- 
gery,” returned the .Jesuit, “ you may tell 
her you have brought me to examine her 

leg.” 

To tht.s proposal Nicol readily assented, 
and the Jesuit turning back, proceeded 
with him and his ilaughtcr, who eontinued 
to wend on their way till they reached the 
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King’s Park, and passing up that lonely 
valley to the west of the mountain call^ 
Arthur’s Seat, soon lost sight of the city in 
the deep recesses of the glen, which, wild, 
lo’.icly and rugged, was, at the bottom, a 
complete morass, while the sides presented 
hanging cliffs, over which flaunted the ivy 
and wild rose, tom from their hold by the 
sweeping blast, while here and there a bush 
of purple heather, or a cluster of plants pe- 
culiar to the rock, bloomed from its cre- 
vices. 

The sun was poiuring a downward sickly 
ray into the bosom of the glen, which gleam- 
ing faintly on the small casements of the 
little hut they were approaching, discover- 
ed it to the Jesuit ; for, half hid under 
the projection of a cliff, its grey walls, built 
from the surrounding fragments, and its 
thatch capped with moss, presented no con- 
trast to distinguish it from the surrounding 
objects. As they approached nearer, they 
observeda young woman open the door, and 
cast an anxious look down the path by which 
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they ''cre ascending, who instantly ran fur* 
ji^ard to ini'ct tliein, expressing lier joy at 
their arrival, and her own releiwfc from at- 
tending on the old woinaHt whom she repre- 
fienietl as Ik iiig in less pain, but in no niea- 
surc better teniperiKb Without tarrj ing to 
say more, she passed on her way, while they 
procectled to enter the cottage; at the door 
of wdiieh they fountl a large mastiff, who, 
lying with his head couched between hia 
jiaw’s, and his eyes watching their motioiia, 
disputed their entrance by regularly raising 
his head, and shewing his teeth, accom- 
panied by a low snarl every time they at- 
tcnjptcHl to cross the threshold. After vari* 
ous ineffectual essays, and endeavours to coax 
the dog by pronouncing his name in a fond- 
ling manner, Nicol at length called loudly 
to the inmate of the cottage to call in her 
d — n‘d dog, that he might enter. 

A voice, that seeiried little enfeehlad h) 
either age or illness, resounded directly from 
the interior, — " Why curse ye fiiae that’s 
better than y oursel, Nicol Partin? for i t jou. 
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I ken yeby your voice. — Here, Beaton, come 
in ami let tlic carle pass,” she said. An^ 
the dog obeying her command, and rising 
from his station, stalked slowly in and lay 
down before the fire. 

“ I marvel muckle, I^ucky,” said Nicol, 
‘‘ that ye gied sic honour to that aidd bluidy 
Cardinal, as to ca’ your dog after him 
and he chuckled in triumph, as he looked at 
the Jesuit, at this stroke aimed at the faith 
of the old woman. 

“ And is it sic an honour, then, to gic a 
body’s name to a brute beast, think ye? 
But an he were bloody, I could soon gar his 
namesake resemble him,” said she, with a 
degree of savage anger gleaming in her eyes, 
at this mention of the Cardinal ; “ for one 
word o’ ray mouth he would tear ye where 
ye stand.” 

“ Gude save us !” said Nicol, “ that wad 
l)e an unco story indeed I but ye speak 
gay an crousc, and I’m glad to see ye no 
sae bad as I expected ; and 1 hac fetched 
our Griasy to mind ye as lang as ye need 
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her." Am] heclra{^pcil forward his fright^ 
ciR’tl (Liugliltr close to the bed, 

llic (|l(l cTtmc raised her head, and > aid 
in a tone of strong iroiijji in which some- 
tiling of cxnhation was iningled« — AV, 
ay, i sec the eagles are gathered thegethcr, 
but the carcase is no ready for the ptheing 
yet.*’ 

“ Na," said Xicol, “ an ye mean that I 
wish ye dead, it s nac sign o’ it, I trow, 
when 1 hac brought a phyaiaiiner wi’ me 
to set your leg/’ 

“ jMy leg nec^ls nac doctors to aet it.” 
sniil she, peevishly ; “ it’s swelled bigger nor 
tliat wench's waist, that’s nane o’ the jitn- 
]4:»>t ; hilt gin I had ony Ixxly that had 
stmse to seek some herlis that I could men- 
tion, to make a poultice, it would soon fa’, 
and then if he had skill to set it be might. ' 

The Jesuit, who had till now stood aloof, 
strpiHti forwanl. — “ And what herbs, good 
mother, would you use for this purpose?" 
said he ; “ for tliere are few that you could 
name with which 1 am not acqu^ted, and 
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I shall feel pleasure in procuring them for 
you.” 

To this offer she lent a willing §ar ; and 
while they conTe:||>ed on the virtues of the 
plants she mentioned, she appeared to re- 
gard him with more favour than those of 
her own species commonly found in her eyes. 
During this time, Nieol had left the apart- 
ment to examine the condition of thcopposite 
one, which the Jesuit remarking, requested 
Gnzzy to bring him a draught of water 
from a spring he had obserrx'd at some lit- 
tle distance from the house ; and she was 
no sooner gone, than putting his mouth to 
the ear of the old woman, he said, — “ My 
good moUicr, if I mistake not, you and I 
hold the same faith, for I understand you 
are conridcred as a member of the only true 
church, of which I am a priest ; if it is so, 
speak without rcsciw c, for we arc alone ?” 

She turned her eyes itpon him, and ear- 
nestly regarding him, said, — “ If this is a 
|nip laid for the destruction of a poor auld 
creature, roy blood be upon your head ; but 
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1 shall not «lcny what it can now injure 
none but myself to confess." 

“ I rejoice to hear thi.s," salt! the Jesuit, 
•• as 1 wotiltl fain set'k the shelter of yotir 
roof for a (hmghter of the same persecuted 
religion, w hose circumstances make her now 
require it," 

“If ye say sooth,” returned the old wo- 
man, “ welcome arc ye to me, that have 
tlrceil a weary weird, with none to gic me 
ghostly comfort ; and welcome too shall she 
Ih- of whom ye sjwak.” 

'Fhe girl now entered with the water, 
when the Jesuit began again to discourse of 
herbs and cataplasms ; and soon after Ni- 
ool rettinu'd from his investigation, and 
winking at the Jesuit, approaciicd the bed. 

“ I never come here. Lucky,” said he, 
“ but what I aye wonder mair and mair bow 
yc can bide to live by yourtcl in sic an eerie 
hole as this." 

“ Fools are aye wondering,” said the old 
woman. 

l2 
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" Now I wad think,” continued Nicol, 
without attending to her courteous jemark, 
“ if ye had some canny body to bide aside 
ye, it wad be muckle better, seeing ye are 
auld and failed; for Saunders’s dochter fell- 
ed me that when she cam up last night, wi’ 
your soup milk, ye were lying out by, no 
able to trail yoursel a yard frae the end o’ 
the biggin’, where yc had fa’un in climb- 
in’ the hen nests ; and gin yc had lain lang 
ye wad hae frozen to deed in sic a cauld 
night as the last.” . 

“ And what matter ?” returned the old 
woman ; “ has life, think ye, been sic a 
blessing to me that 1 need to dree its close ? 
But where arc ye to find a body sac canny 
that I could be fashed wi’ ? — keu ye of such 
a one?" 

“ Ajjd that do I,” quoUi Xicol ; “ for this 
same Maistcr Austin here has a sister wha 
wad like weel to be out by frae a town, and, 
aa I think, maun be something o’ your ain 
stamp, that she canna bide din ; and now. 
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seeing ye hac tliat other end empty, what 
might hinder ye to tak her in, and keep 
Grizzy here to w’ait upon ye baith ?” 

“ And I,” said the Jesuit, “ am most 
willing to funiish what may be necessary 
for the comfort of my sister, and also to 
make this good mother a suitable recom- 
pense for her kindness in lodging her.” 

“ Say ye sac ?” said the old woman, af- 
fecting to be pleased with his offers. “ And 
when would she be for coming?” 

“ Why,” returned the Jesuit, “ as soon 
as you can receive her.” And on a sign 
from Nicol, he followed him across the pas- 
sage to a small apartment, where he «a« 
surpriscil to find the walls eoverod with 
tajKstry, which, though coarse in the ex- 
treme, still gave it a look of comfort and 
neatness. Kvery thing al>out it appeared 
in the nicest order ; in one comer stood a 
small bed, furnished with coarse woollen fSUi- 
tains, and in the opposite one a large chest 
of oak, rubbed into perfect brightnen; the 
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fire-place, “ hospitably wide,” took up nearly 
one end of the small room, and appeared on 
the outside of the house like a hufc attach- 
ed to it on the chimney-place stood seve- 
ral pewter mugs, and two small quaighs of 
cunning workmanship. 

“ Now,” said Nicol, looking round him 
with the pride of a near kinsman to the 
owner of these riches, “ I toll’d ye the cra- 
tur had gude up-pittin, but it’s lang sin’ 
ony anc entered this place but hcrsel — for 
it was here a’ her family dee’d, and she has 
aye keepit it stcekit up sin' syne, save whan 
she cam in to redd it up hersel ; and it's 
been aye looked on, in a manner, as a place 
no fit for a sinfu’ mortal to enter. But it’s 
surprisin,” he continued, “ what a baud the 
warld maim still keep o' her auld heart, 
for I’m sure I ne'er thought she wad tak in 
a lodger ; but do ye mind how she gripped 
to the offer ance ye spak about payin’ her 
weel ? Od, there's nae kenning ony hotly or 
they be tried wi’ siller.” 

The Jesuit could scarce refrain from smi- 
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ling at the mistake of honest Xicol, although 
his own experience of mankind liad taught 
him tluft the fisherman had no way over- 
rated the powers of hril)cry, 

ii( fore the Jesuit departed, he protniseil 
to send iinmctliately the herbs whidi slio 
requiretl; and, fixed upon the second day 
from that for the removal of tlic Ablicss to 
her new al>odt% that being the earliest time 
appointed by the old woman. 

Meanwhile, (irizzy, much enlivcnied by 
the j)rospect of not lieing left entirely alone 
nith the old dame, of whose freedom from 
witchcraft she did not feel such conviction 
as her father appeared to do — and by some 
instinctive prescience that a share of that 
reward she heard offered l>y the Jesuit 
might come her way, cxcrtcxl herself to the 
utmost. And turning uj> her gay Upper 
pi’tticoat of yellowr woolsey, she bestirred 
herself so actively, according to the old wo- 
man's directions, that the hearth of the 
s]>ense (or better apartment) soon smiled 
with a brisk lire of intermingled wood and 
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peats, round which sheets and blankets were 
disposed, whose hue and texture bespoke a 
degree of care and wealth very inmsual in 
the owner’s situation of life, and which 
Grizzy, bearing in mind her father’s words, 
eyed as she unfolded with no small satis- 
faction, and having finished her various 
tasks, betook herself to rest, witli a ligliter 
heart than she had followed her father to 
the valley. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

<) drive mr* fn»m th»t tmitor, num I 

I might that montti'r, let roe dwell 

in lion'M Imuntik, or in aotne tiger*! den; 

rne im Mjme %lee|» r raggy ruiu'd rock, 

I'lmt IhUu'w out, jUAt dn>{>ping In the ocetTOi 
Bun' me in tlic hollow of it« womb j 
Where starving on my cold ami flinty bed, 

1 iiuy from Ur, with giddy apprrheniioa. 

See infitiitv fatJiutus duv^'u the rumbling deep; 

Wl not e'en I here, in that vast whirl of dwUi), 

Can there l>e fouud ao trrnUe a ruin 
An man ' fain' inan ! iiruling, deatflirtive nttn ? 

Lfi:* 

When, after a lapse of two dayi, the 
Jesuit arrived at the inn at Ix>rctto to re- 
move the Abbess to her new abodes lie 
for.nd it a scene of uproar and oonftaion. 
All the inmates of the house were aaaeoi- 
bled in the hall, and the Abbeas beraelf id 
the midst of them. She bad, on going that 
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day to take her nsaal walk among the ruins, 
left her purse in the leathern-ease before 
mentioned as being carried under ihc arm 
of the Jesuit on liis first arrival ; which, 
on her return, she found cut open and her 
money gone. Her hostess, upon the loss 
being made known to her, shocked at such a 
depredation committed in her house, brought 
together every person it contained, and in- 
sisted on their undergoing an examination 
of their persons. This was willingly sub- 
mitted to, and proved fruitless, while all in 
turn declared their innocence. That it was 
some person, however, under the shelter of 
her roof, our hostess declared her belief, from 
the circumstance of no stranger having been, 
to her knowledge, in the house at the time 
the theft was committed. And the Abbess 
suddenly recollecting that the purse had ne- 
ver been seen by any one except our old 
acquaintance the hostler’s boy, whom she 
had furnished with money from it a few 
day» before, when he was sent to procure foe 
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her some articles from the town, she hcsita* 
ted not to make kuonm the circumstance. 

The moment the hostler hearti this, he 
seized ujKju the Iwy, ami assuming tho pro. 
rogativc of a master, gave him such a beat- 
ing as he had not received since he fell into 
the hands of Laurence, on the night he at- 
tempted to keep liim out of the inn. No- 
thing, however, csca]K'd ^e urchin to cri- 
minate himself, and it was only from a know- 
ledge of his former mal-practices, that 
persisted in believing him the depredator. 
In this belief he was conhnned on searching 
tlm stable, where be found the purse con- 
cealed in some litter, which it was the busi- 
ness of the boy to remove. This exaspe- 
rated the hostess so much, that she innsted 
on delivering up the boy to the arm of the 
law, that be might be punished for his do- 
limjuency. This was, however, strennonsly 
opp<>scd by the Abbess slid the Jesnit, as 
they must have appeared in bis prosecution. 
They, therefore, prevailed on the Lady of 
Jx>rctto to mitigate her wTath, and content 
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herself with frightening and dismissing him. 
For the first of tlicsc puriroses he was deli- 
vered over to the hostler, to be byjiim con- 
fined in the out-house appropriated to the 
keeping of fuel, until, as he was made to 
believe, the officers of justice should arrive 
to convey him to prison. In conformity 
with this plan, Griffy seized upon him be- 
fore he was awarff that his roguery was de- 
tected, and dragging him to the out-house — 
“ Bide there, ye young thieving dog,” said 
he, ** till ye change your quarters to the 
fanw new tolbooth alluding to that build- 
ing which was just then erected from the 
materials of the demolished Chapel of Lo- 
retto, and which, being the first of these sa- 
cred edifices whose stones were taken for the 
pro&ne purpose of constructing a secular 
building, so enraged the Pope against the 
people of Musselburgh, that they were most 
particularly cursld by name annually at 
iiUiaie, for a long series of years. The boy 
pled hard for mercy, but the hostler was in- 
extoabk ; and, pusliing him in, he turned a 
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stout key on tlic only outlet from the place 
of his confinement, it having no window or 
other door whereby he might escape. Ha- 
ving deposited the key in hia pocket, lie 
set himself to provide a horse and saddle 
for the Abbess, which he had previously 
been ordered by the Jesuit to have in rea- 
diness, and which was in a short time await- 
ing her, it being specified that it should be 
returned in a few hours. The Abbess took 
leave of her kind-hearted and obliging host- 
ess with that feeling of regret we experienee, 
when parting from those whose good offices 
have recommended them to our notice, and 
w hem we arc never to see again. And our 
hostess never hating bad one of the female 
sex so long an inmate of her house, and be- 
ing won, moreover, by the gentle and hmte- 
volcnt manners of the Abbess, expresaed 
her sorrow aloud as site accompanied lier to 
the gate of the inn-yard, where weie|^Boed 
the stone steps by which she mounted Inc 
palfrey. 

** It's nae busincas o* mine to speer when 
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yeVe gaun to tak up your quarters,” said 
she, as she assisted her to adjust the skirt 
of her dress ; " but I hope ye wiima gang 
by my door if you ever come this gait again, 
and I trust ye hae been sorted to your liking 
in our puir hostel, barring the gliff ye got 
wi’ that whalp o’ Satan, whilk hath geen 
me muckle vexation, I’m sure.” 

The Jesuit and the Abbess both express- 
ed their perfect satisfaction at the treatment 
they had received; and the former promising 
to call occasionally on his Reverence, they 
departed on their way, the Jesuit leading 
the horse of the Abbess, from which, on 
reaching the skirts of the city of Edinburgh, 
slic dismounted, and waited for a short time 
till he conveyed it to the stable of a little 
ale-house, where he agreed with the owner 
to send it baek to the Hostel of Loretto. 
Having speedily settled this matter, and 
r^otned tl^ Abbess, they proceeded, just as 
the lart rays of the setting sun bad disap- 
peared, to the alxxle of Euphan Macauley, 
or, as she was commonly called, Euphan of 
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the Craigs, where they were received by its 
mistress with a welcome wbidi she had long 
rcfusctl to any casual guests. 

They found a tabic covered with a doth, 
which vied in whiteness with the sheets be* 
fore mentioned, on which were placed man* 
chets, or small loaves of the finest fiour, ex- 
clusively the food of the higher classes, and 
to these were speedily added a young fowl 
fricasced, and an omelet, both dressed by 
the direction of old Euphan, and placed on 
the taHe by the delighted Grizzy, who had 
never before contemplated such luxury,niuch 
less prepared it. Their meal was no soon- 
er fmibhetl, than the Abbess gladly withdrew 
to her neat little apartment, being much fa- 
tigued by a mode of travelling to which she 
was totally unaccustomed, taking Grizzy udth 
her to assist in undressing her. The Jesuit 
seizctl thisopportunity of informing Euphaa, 
that the person whom she had recaved Ulldltr 
her roof was a woman of big^ rank, who had 
come to withdraw the dau^tcr of adqiorl- 
ed sister from the influence of her heretic 
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rdations; nor, on sntering deeper into con- 
versation with her, and perceiving her de- 
votion to the faith she professed, did he 
scruple to inform her of the names and si- 
tuations of the parties, being well convinced 
that in so doing he had nothing to fear from 
so scalous a Catholic, — treachery to each other 
being rarclypractised by those professing her 
persecuted creed ; and, indeed, in the very 
countenance of this woman he read the cha- 
racters of constancy and firmness to her pur- 
pose, of which she was in reality a striking 
example. And it was with the greatest satis- 
&ction he heard her rejoice in having it in 
her power to give an asylum to one whom 
she professed to venerate, as so distinguished 
a member of the church. 

Before the Jesuit took leave of old £u- 
phan for the night, he examined her ancle, 
of which the poultice had laid the swelling 
80 much, that be clearly perceived they had 
mirtaken the nature of the injury it had 
austained, and ^^t it was, instead of the 
bone being broken, only violently sprained ; 
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he therefore applied such bandages as hit 
skill suggested, and Uicn took his leave, 
rccuinnietuling the Abbess again to her hot* 
jiii;;lity. Euphan, who seemed for the time 
to lose much of her misanthropy, promiasd 
to <lo all which her own painfid situation 
allowed for her guest's comfort. And she 
was truly anxious to perfonn this promise, 
for the society of those of her own faith, 
from w hich she had been long debarred, ap- 
peared as a glimpse of light to her benight- 
ed mind. 

The story of this woman was indeed a 
melancholy one. She was sprung from a 
respectable family, who, falling into jtover- 
ty, gladly resigned her, at an early age, to the 
care of the I.a3rd Cliftonhall, one of the 8e- 
uatoia of the College of Justice. With his 
children she was brought up more as a com- 
panion than a servant, and educated above 
the station in which she was destined to 
more. At the age of twenty, aha nuur- 
ried a dependant of her master’s, who had 
attracted the notice of the Queen Regenty 
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by the stout resistance he made in aid of 
her party, during % tumult on St Giles’s 
day, when her Majesty, passing through the 
dty of Edinburgh, was insulted by the po- 
pulace. In recompense of which service, she 
had bestowed on him the place of one of 
the keepers of the Park, where, as before 
related, he had lived. It was here that Eu- 
phan had reared a family of five children, 
four boys and a ^rl ; her two second boys, 
one nine, and the other eleven years of age, 
had both perished together, by falling into 
a quarry, while struggling with each other 
on its brink. Her husband and her young- 
est son died of a malignant fever ; and 
some years after this, to add to her heavy 
misfortunes, her eldest son, who had, in a 
great measure, supplied his father’s place, 
was banished beyond seas for repeatedly aid- 
ii^ die priests of bis religion in their escape 
ficom dudr persecutors. The miserable Eu- 
phan had now but one stay left her in the 
ivorld^— 4ier daughter, who strove to make up 
to her wretdied parent as much as was pos- 
10 
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siblc the severe losses she had sustained ; 
and in some measure succeeded. Hut this 
consolatmn wxs also destined to be with- 
drawn. The extreme beauty of the young 
Lillias drew on her the regards <jf a young 
man of rank, who had frtHjucntly met her in 
her way to the city, where she occasiornilly 
went. Her situation in life did not admit 
of his making her his wife ; but she listen- 
ed to liiin till her heart and her happiness 
were the sacrifices, and nought remained to 
console her, but her unspotted innocence. 
It failed, however, to support her under the 
di8aj)poiuted fervour of a first and ardent 
attachment ; and pining in secret at her 
own imiirudcDOc, and the perfidy of him 
who could win her heart but to break it, 
consumption preyed upon her ritali, and 
the drooped frmn day to day, till the wast- 
ed away, and perislied like some tmider and 
late flower, whicli, withered by the snddeii 
brcatli of wintry winds, first loaea its ilYsd 
hue, then bangs its head, and at length 
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falls prostrate in the dust. It was now 
that Euphan’s despair was complete. And 
her naturally hardy constitution afld strong 
mind, which prevented her from sinking 
entirely ilnder her misfortunes, exhausted 
their energies in wild misanthropy ; one of 
the usual and bitter themes of which, was 
the decay of the Catholic faith, and the 
wickedness and perfidy of the refonned. 
For it was a Protestant who brought her 
Eillias to the grave, and Protestants who 
had banished her son to die in a foreign 
land. 

This bitter resentment against the Pro- 
testants prevented her having any inter- 
course with them which she could avoid ; 
and she had lived many years with no other 
companion than the old mastiff, already 
mentioned, whom she regarded almost as 
a reasonable being. His fierce fidelity pro- 
tected her from all intruders, and he be- 
came the only creature on cartli to which 
ahe was attached. Euphan was thus, in 
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the course ot a ton years, by her unhappy 
circuinstaniv<, and In r own choiav cut cdl* 
tVoiu all*inter(ourse with her kind. In this 
state ot eoiitiriued ajKithy, she considered 
life as a ]>enanee, iVuni which she was not 
at lilM rty to release hersi lf, lest slie should 
forfeit the hope of meeting those in a bet- 
ter world, whose h»ss had made this a wil- 
derncKS. Hut though she conseiUetl to en- 
dure life, her fuhearanee had in it no touch 
of that unmurmuring resignation which be- 
stows peace, where it cannot confer happi- 
and pours a softening balm into those 
wounds too deep for it to heal. 

Tile Jesuit had repeated her story to the 
AWk^ss as told him by Nicol. and it ha<l 
inspired luT with the deepest pity for the 
unfortunate lK*ing, whose mind had been 
warped to its present iniKanthropy* by such 
stern misfortune. She therefore benen^o- 
ieiitly endeavouriHl to fioften, in some niea- 
mn\ the hatrctl which the old wotnan felt of 
lifeandallitsconccnis. The arguments whii^ 
the Abliess used for this purpo«\ w^ere draim 



268 


ST JOHNSTOUX. 


from that religion which had, through life, 
been her own support, and were enforced with 
such earnestness and kindness, fhat they 
could not fail to produce a transient good ef- 
fect on the mind of her to whom they were 
addressed ; for, althougli accustomed to the 
rigours of a monastic life, the ^Vbbess was 
neither cold in her affections, nor severe in 
her mannera. The stately reserve of her 
usual demeanour was more the result of the 
ceremonial of her exalted station, than of 
either the pride of birth, or the rigidness of 
bigotry ; and she condescended, with the ut- 
most humility, to endure the morose mood 
of her aged companion ; and would remain 
for hours conversing with her at the side of 
her bed, till she caught some expression of 
larigoige, dr of countenance, which shewed 
that her endeavours had not been entirely 
in vain* 

One day, while thus employed, the Ab^ 
beatf vaatiired to suggest that pride might 
liave been the cause of aggravating her suf- 
by its not allowing her to humble 
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herself .‘iuH'iciciitly before the chastening rod 
of Him, who only knows what measure o[ 
affliction* is necessary to bring us home to 
himself. 

Euphan set'inctl somewhat softened by 
this remark ; and the gooil mother went on 
to recommend se\ ere penance, as the proper 
medicine for this disease of the soul ; but 
no sooner did she pronounce this opinion, 
than Euphan vehemently interrupted her» 
while her features assumed a fearful wild- 
ness. 

“ Penance ! what speak ye of penance, 
holy lady ? ’ she sjiid ; “ there remains 
nought for me that deserves the name. Can 
the chafed animal, whom the hunter’s dart 
hath pierced, feel the puny sting of the pis- 
mire y I trow not ! — as little can Euphan 
Macauley be sensible to all that penance 
can inflict. — Na, na,” she continued, “ my 
penances are what others deem Uldr com- 
forts. What doth my food, but pndoDg 
my days of misery ? — What doth my sleqr, 
but recall the images of those that are goat. 
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that I may the move lament them when I 
wake ? Or has the whole world another 
misery for her, whose darkened b<5som tlic 
blessed sun in his brightness seems but to 
mock ? Speak no more then of penance, but 
rather help me to curse tlie monsters wlu> 
have bereaved me of my bonny daughter, 
and my buirdly son. — How long shall the he- 
retic triumph? How long shall they break in 
pieces thy people, O I^ord, and afflict thine 
heritage? How long shall they stay the 
widow' and the stranger, and murder the 
father ?— Let their posterity be cut off, and 
their names blotted out ’ — do thou bring 
down their heads with sorrow to the grave 
and let them be desolate, even as I am now 
As the old woman concluded thcvse bitter 
petitions, sbe compressed lier lips, and clench- 
ed her hands with siicli savage earnestness, 
that the milder nature of the Abl)css shrunk 
from beholding her ; for she was by constitu- 
tion incapable of that cruel zeal, which abet- 
ted the acts of merciless vengeance that 
10 often overtook in those days the unfor- 
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tunatc licrctic. ^Xnd while she shuildercd 
at what she dcomod the atrocious wicked- 
ness of life reformers in casting off the yoke 
of the Ifomish t'lmrch, her wishes and sup- 
plications jKiintal to their conversion and 
final happinr^s. and not to their purish- 
ment Iiere, and destruction hereafter ; for 
her early scchision in an altodc of peace and 
prayer, had refined the dross of her hiiiimn 
passions, and left her scarce the power of 
comprehending their evil effects in otben. 

This sceintsl clearly understood by Eu- 
phan, who, on all occasions, stcmcd to pos- 
sess an intuitive knowledge of the senti- 
ments of others, and who now read in the 
face of the AWh'ss, the horror and reluctance 
with which she listened to her. 

“ Ah, holy latly !" said she, “ you have 
bct;n kcepit in the shade of the green tree, 
under the sumtner sky, and ken little of 
the rough blast and the scaithful lightning 
that have wrecked themselves on this Inure 
head and withered heart 
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There was a bitterness of suffering, and 
an apparent justice in the reproach, that 
went to the heart of the Abbess. 

“ Thou sayest true, unfortunate woman,” 
said the Mother, while the unrcpressed tears 
flowed down her pale cheeks. “ God forbid 
that I should put my milder destiny in the 
balance with thine ! and O ! that it were in 
my power to alleviate thy sufferings !” 

“ It is in your power, holy lady,” said 
Kuphan, as she passed her hand under the 
head of the bed on whicli she lay, and pro- 
duced a small bag filled with gold pieces- 
“ Promise that you will cause this to be 
expended in masses, for the souls of my hus- 
band and children, and for my own, when I 
shall have passed through the valley of death, 
and you Irill render my burden lighter, and 
the way smoother whicli I have yet to tread.” 

The Abbess took it, and promised faith- 
fully not only to fulfil her desire, but to add 
to it finr the same pious purpose, as soon as 
she had again reached her convent. 
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A smile passetl over the features of Eu» 
phau, which had been long strangers to such 
an expression, and she devoutly raised her 
eyes and hands, and prayed for blesaings 
on the A hbosH, and that she might be grant* 
od her heart's desire in rescuing from the 
evils of this world tiie maiden for whom she 
was so solicitous. 

** That gold which now lietoin your lasb* 
said Kuphan, when she had fobbed her 
prayer, “ was the gift of the blessed mar- 
tyr, Mary of Scotland. She bestowed it 
upon inc with her own hands ; and not all 
that I Imve since suffered hath been able 
to banish Ironi my memory her angel look* 
when walking one summer's evening up 
this valley, she sc^iit for me to brii^ my 
bainis out, that she might see them, for 
she knew that her mother placed my buih 
band here for warding oflT a stone by bb 
own person, which was sacrilegimsdy aimed 
at her by a miscreant during a tusnult in 
the city. 1 went out, joyfully, ae you nmy 
think* with my two lammies, <me in eadl 
m£ 
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hand, for I had then but two boys; she 
praised their beauty, and taking the young- 
er, witli his blue eyes and fair cortiplexion, 
for a girl, she gave me that money, and bade 
me keep it for my daughter’s tocher. I 
undeceived her Majesty, but vowed that I 
would lay it by, and if ever God blessed 
me with a lassie, it should be her portion ; 
and I have kept the gold, and lost my daugh- 
ter!— But,” she continued, after a short 
pause of unutterable agony, “ it will now, 
thanks to you, holy lady, become a better 
portion.” 

1 1 was on the same night of this conver- 
sation that Grizzy burst into the apartment 
of the Abbess in great affright, expressing 
her bdief that the old woman wa.s in a fit, 
or the agonies of death. The Mother rose 
immediately, and taking up the iron lamp 
which she bunit through the night, followed 
the girl to the bed-side of Euphan, whom 
she soon paioeived to be asleep, but appa- 
xtetly haunted by some distressing vision, 
ibr writhed her body, and tossed her 
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arms aloft, while rage wras marked upon her 
countenance, and the white foam gathering 
on her Kjks, was agitated by her breath at 
she muttered deep curses on the head of 
some one, with whom she fancied herself 
struggling. 

“ There !'* said she at length, “ there ! 
down, down to thine own place ! — I have 
conquert^l — I knew it — fiends cannot enter 
here — thou bust no power to break the 
hearts of angels ! — And now thou art sunk 
for ever. — ^Vnd I come," she criod^ starting 
up in the bc<l, and throwing forward her 
body, and her outstretched arms, while the 
same smile again illumincHl her countenance, 
whicli had so transiently lightcnl it up in her 
late conversation with theiVblH*ss, butwhich 
was fearfully altered in its expretiion, as 
the rays of tlic lamp fell on the dcadness of 
her open eyes straining on vacancy, 

^ Thou art here, my beloved dau^ter,** 
she continued ; *^oh ! press me yeiagaisi upon 
thy snowy bosom, and let me run my §tige0 
through these long bright locks, as I wm: 
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wont. Thou smilest on thine old fond nio« 
ther ! and well thou mayest, for she is hap- 
py now ; but thou knowest not what she 
hath endured since thou didst leave her.” 
And she pressed her hands upon her heart, 
from whence a long and labouring sob pro- 
ceeded. 

The Abbess perceiving that this suffo- 
cating sensation was about to awake her, 
turned the light from her face, and motion- 
ing Grizzy to follow her, quitted the apart- 
ment on tiptoe, deeply affected by the scene 
she had witnessed, but which she justly 
traced to the conversation which had so re- 
cently passed between them. 

The Abbess was not a little surprised, 
on entering Euphan’s room the next mom- 
mg, to find her dressed, by the assistance 
of Grimy, and sitting in an armed chair by 
the fire. The tones of her voice were some- 
what softened, and she remarked, that some- 
thing of her usual asperity was abated to- 
Wfld the willing but awkward Grimy, at 
iHm the bandages on her ankle. 
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which was fast gaining strength, though stUl 
at times exct'cdingly painfiiL She, how- 
e\’cr, apf^carwl at all times to endure bodily 
pain with the uncomplaining constancy of 
an Indian ; and it was only by the appeuTo 
ance of her limb, and her inability to move 
it, that those around her had been able tl> 
judge of the extent of the injury it had sui- 
taine<l. 

This change for the better in old ll!upban 
arose entirely from the promise the Abbess 
had innde as to the disposal of the money 
intrusted to her. The superstitions belief 
of Iniing able, by our prayers for the dead, 
to better their eternal condition, is one, we 
may suppose, calculated to take the strongest 
bold on the human mind, and to bestow on 
it a consolation, the greatest of whudi it is 
capable, under the affliction of lonng those 
who have been dear to us. The Abbess her- 
self had lately experienced this oontolntioil, 
decked in all its most splendid iUosaoBS, when 
the solemn rites ofher religion wereper&CBl> 
ed on the death of Lady Agnes’s mother, ihl 
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the monastery over which she presided ; and 
she felt a pious satisfaction in being the me- 
dium through which the desolate dieart of 
this poor woman was to receive such comfort, 
as she had herself then experienced. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


1 do my patH’Tuf lo hi« fuiy ; Alicl tm 

To iKuffu'r with u vf »<picit, 

The nry tyrtumy tuoi r*i5e t>l hit. 


It was the month of May before the 
long cxpi'cted company of English come- 
dians landed at Leith, lint no soonar was 
their arrival made know'n, than» by a g€iie* 
ral session of the city, it was declared infa- 
mous to resort to the theatre. And the mini* 
tiers sent a deputation to rcinoiiitrate with 
bis Majesty on what they termed an out- 
rage al>out to be conimitti^l on the dhufd). 
This mission was hcatlnl by Ilobart 
that conscientious and virtuous masii wbd 
was afterwards devoted by James to boeome 
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an exile from his country, because he re- 
fused to pronounce, from the chair of truth, 
what he believed to be falsehood ; thus pre- 
ferring banishment to the loss of integrity. 

He was followed into the presence of the 
King, — who, on this occasion, thought pro- 
per to receive them privately, — by four other 
clergymen, who formed a sort of procession, 
walking after their leader, according to their 
standing in the ministry. 

When they advanced up the apartment, 
there was a solemnity in their gait and gar- 
ments, which might well have suited a fu- 
neral train ; and as they approached bis Ma- 
jesty, his full-orbed eyes were bent upon 
them in sullen displeasure; he returned their 
8ti£& but low and rcspectfid obeisance, with 
a dight and haughty bend of the neck ; 
and was himself the first to speak. 

** It maun bleeds be a dutiful addreas, 
a n daec q ttable to his Sovereign withal,” said 
JanuMb ** wbilk Maiater liobert Bruce is 
made the Tehide 6' conveying to the ears 
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o' his King and rightfu’ Prince. Speak on 
then, that we may leant ita purjtort" 

'rile nftnistera rang«l themselves on each 
side of their K|)okestiian, who thus address- 
ed the King, while his frank and open, 
tliough firm and manly countenance, form- 
ed a comjdete contrast to those of the other 
ministers of the church, who chanced to be 
joinal in commission with him, and whose 
features were formal, rigid, and gloomy. 

“ May it please your Majeatyv—the mini* 
steis of the reformerd established kirk of 
this realm have heard, with grief and ha« 
miliation, that it hath l>een the pleasure of 
your Majesty to allow of the introduetion 
within it of certain profaiu; and idle par- 
sons from England, styled comedians, whow 
licentious rcpn>scntation8 manifestly tend to 
the subversion of good order, and tboae strict 
principles of purity so necessary to Ha pe- 
servation. They therefore humUy erive of 
your Majesty, that you will be plaaed to 
take into consideration the scandal doM to 
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religion in entertaining these profligate per- 
sons, and allowing them to exhibit their vain 
and unprofitable plays ; and that'you will 
dismiss them forthwith from the kingdom ; 
whereby your Majesty will prove your care of 
the immortal interests of your subjects, in 
not rendering them liable to such evil temp- 
tation. And, further, relieve the ministers 
of the Holy Evangel, from tlic grievous ne- 
cessity of labouring to countervail your Ma- 
jesty’s influence in this matter, whieh they 
dutifully seek to avoid ; — but which, fearing 
God and his commandments, they mnst ne- 
vertheless be under the necessity of doing, 
in compliance with his decrees, should your 
Majesty not be inclined to hearken to their 
venees, and ” 

Here the King, who had with much dif- 
ficulty contained Itiinself, interrupted him, 
and made his displeasure ample amends for 
the curb to which he had thus long subject- 
ed it) by bursting forth into a torrent of in- 
Wtive ; fiar the countenance and language 
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of James, despite the dissimulation and 
kiup-craft on which he so mudi valued him- 
self, seliloin failiMl to l>etray him when hit 
piissioiis were violently agitated. 

“ Never King, we helieve,” said he, while 
his whole frame shook with passion, and his 
face became like a flaw of fire — “ Never 
King, we lalit ve, did sac lang and patient- 
ly hruik sic usage frae contumacious mi- 
nisters, whae have aye played the part o’ 
incendiaries atw.een us and our people. But 
let them no Ibrget, siifl-neckit at they are, 
that we can punidi them. And by — , 
Bruce,’' said he, rising from his cliaiv, and 
furiously stamping w ith his foot, if they do 
not instanter rescind the cursed act, whilk 
we understand they hae passed anent thae 
players, they bad Untcr bc*gin a tillieoot 
flight toward the Border ; for de’il broil me 
eternally, if they shall find me slack in con- 
vincing them that w e understand our rigfatt* 
What ! do yc fancy ye have a power, --God 
save the mark !-M^wer Kings in Of^ne mi 
sjnrihmlia 
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Every gesture of Bruce’s body, and tone 
of his voice, while delivering the address, 
or rather remonstrance, to the Ring, had 
been forcibly marked with the zeal and au- 
tliority of a Christian minister, but it was 
also admirably mingled with the humility 
and respectful deference of a subject. 

The King had, however, no sooner paused 
for an instant, than Bruce, not choosing to 
remain longer to hear his brethren abused, 
or himself insulted by James’s profanity, 
bowed with an air of offended dignity, and 
slowly withdrew, followed again by the four 
deigymcn who had attended him to the pre- 
sence, and who had been casting looks of 
hotror and reproach upon the King, while 
he gave vent to his anger. 

** What,’’ said the King, as soon as they 
dittppeaied, turning to Rathsay, who was 
the rally person present, “ have we escaped 
the meddling prcrc^ative o’ the Pope, to be 
priest4idden in this fashion ? Na ! by my 
ai»l; the players shall gang on though a’ 



ST JOHNSTOUN. 


S85 


the rainistcm i’ the kingdom should join i' 
the cry again’ them.” 

“ Tho*rcfrption your Majesty gave these 
holy men just now, will, 1 doubt not,” said 
llathsay, “set the matter at rest ; for it is not 
to be thought that the citizens have so soon 
forgotten the removal of your Majesty’s per- 
son and court from their city, when they 
last rehelh^i against your aovereign plea- 
sure. Meantime, it is unquestionably the 
duty of all your Majesty's servants, to coun- 
tenance, to the extent of thdr power, the 
diversion ^inst which they have so indo- 
ccrously set their faces.” 

•• Would that a’ my nobles and gentle- 
men possessed thy spirit, gude Ratbsay,” 
said the King, “ to support their Sover^U 
Prince in his unalienable rights. But some 
there be, — we speak it wi’ 8orroir,>— vrha, 
like Gowric, stain their rank wi* m un- 
profitable itching afVer popularity, riiat ye 
shall scarce find them doing oug^ but wi* 
the view o' being capped and kneed by tbe 
moltitode.” 
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Rathsay, after this conversation with the 
King, did all in his power to encourage the 
theatrical representations, by distributing 
money to the lower class of tlic people, with 
the purpose of enticing them to attend the 
play-house. But though his example was 
followed in this by many of the court, the 
theatre continued to be sparingly attended ; 
and that only by the very scum of the me- 
tropolis. I or although the act was imme- 
diately repealed which had forbidden the 
people to resort to this amusement, (the 
magistrates and citizens not chusing to pro- 
voke the renewal of those harsh measures 
which the King had resorted to in their last 
quarrel,) yet as the pul})its continued to re- 
sound with anathemas against all who should 
so for set at defiance the advice of their 
ministers, as to be seen in the house of 
Baah they were hearkened to in fear and 
trembling; and if any of a family ventured 
to cross the forbidden threshold, they w’cre 
so railed upon by its other members, and 
rebuked by their ministers, when they came 
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to the k]^o\^lo<lp;c of it, (which they seklom 
failcxl t(» do, through the tenderness of con^ 
science, or otllcionsness of their neighbours,) 
that they rarely ventured to transgress in 
the same nay again. 

'I'o James this was very provoking, and 
even mort' so to his consort, who not of- 
ten rniertaining the same views and feel- 
ings with him, yet never failed to do so 
most eiKTgetieally, wl)en they tended to the 
mortification or humiliation of the reform- 
ik1 clergy, agaiii'^t whom she efacrished no 
small resentment for the godly admonitions 
they had from time to time bestowed upon 
her, and the reproofs tluy had administer- 
ed against lier immo<lerate love of such 
amusements as they consideritl sinful, vain* 
and idle. Among thesi* sto<xl foremost in 
the black catalogue <d’ dclinqucnciei^ her 
passion for dancing and masquerades* Vain- 
ly, however, had they striven ^igainst them 
inventions of Satan— for, as old Hetoniliaw 
truly said, “ they got little satil^MStlOll st 
Ikt hands.” She, however, never foi^gave 
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them for seeking to abridge her privilege 
of exhibiting herself in all those accomplish- 
ments and points of view which* rendered 
her beauty and graces most conspicuous — 
gifts which she was so passionately fond of 
displaying, and which her inordinate vanity 
made her believe were scarcely equalled in 
any other woman. She was, moreover, of a 
bold and courageous nature, which never 
shrunk from contest with the fiercest spirits 
of the age, when they sought to cross her 
humour^ and seldom failed, by authority 
or intrigue, to , make them bow before her. 
The empty theatre was, therefore, a conti- 
nual source of vexation and discontent to 
Anne, who, could she have but once seen 
it iUed in defiance of the ministers, would 
have been somewhat mollified. She deter- 
nnnedt however, to make an effort which 
she hoped might for once foil the clergy. 
She knew that the populace had been inor- 
dinately fend of what they termed Robin- 
hood I%ys — that is, plays pcrfoimed in a 
eartam which had been set apart in 

9 
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the neighbourhood of all Scottish towns, 
for their exhibition. These performances, 
ill which the inhabitants of the res|X'ctivc 
towns were the actors, had become so ne- 
cessary to their habits, and had produced 
such disorders, that since the (Queen's ar- 
rival in Scotland there had been complaints 
against thcMn in the (General Assembly; 
and a few years previous to that period, 
au endeavour tossuppress this diversion 
had so exasj)eratcd the multitude, that they 
seized the city gates, forced the tollwx)th, 
liberated the prisoners, and turned the me- 
tropolis into a scene of anarchy and con- 
fusion. Calculating, therefore, on the na- 
tural taste of the people, and arguing from 
their strong prejudices in favour of aucli 
recreations, Anne determiii(4 to hare n 
play exhibilctl in the I’ark, to which die 
hopal to draw all the popuIaHon of the 
city before there should l>c time for the 
ministers to harangue tlieir eongregationjf 
against it. For this purpose^ the Queen 
took her measures privately for its intended 

VOL. r. N 
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performance, and communicated her scheme 
to James, whose displeasure against the mi- 
nisters made him enter warmly into it ; the 
more especially, as the preparations for a 
spectacle slie determined to render as im- 
posing as possible, were to be carried on se- 
cretly ; for mystery, even in the most tri- 
fling matters, ever had a peculiar charm for 
him. 

Having committed tl» arrangements to 
the care of Rathsay, who was to act by the 
Queen’s dii-ections, he informed him of the 
defeat prepared for the clergy, with all the 
waggish exultation disj)Iaycd by a school- 
boy, when he communicates some plan of 
premeditated mischief to his companions. 

This w'as an employment exactly suited 
to the present humour of llathsay, who. 
coupling, ever since the affair at Montrose, 
the interests and feelings of the Earl of 
Gowrie with those of the clerg}% sought to 
mortify him m well as them. He was the 
more confirmixl in the idea of Gowtic's ta- 

19 
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kinjr part with the ministers in this matter 
ut' tile ]ilavei>, t'rinu the Earl’s having, as he 
thought.* purposely seized the opportunity 
of absenting himself from Edinburgh, by 
jraying a \isit to his mother while the thea- 
trical representations were going on. In 
this, however, he judged erroneously ; for the 
J*'.arl having only spent a few hours with 
his mother in his way from England, at his 
seat of iJirlton, in East- Lothian, where she 
resided, had intended, for a length of time, 
to make lier a longer visit, although he bad 
hitherto been prevented from doing so by 
business, and his attendance at coiut, which, 
as we have seen, was rendered so unremit- 
ting by the influence of I..ady Agnes. This 
intlucncc he had, however, as he promised 
the Master of Iluthvcn, began to combat 
with all the strength of a powerful mind ; 
and being no longer, since the decided as- 
sertion of his independence at Montrose, 
received at HoljTood with the same cor- 
diality, he had not a shadow of reason re- 
maining by which be could excuse his otm- 
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stant attendance there ; for even his wish of 
being a check on the conduct of the Queen, 
had been so defeated by the pains*she took 
to provoke him, by compelling the attend- 
ance of his brother, and creating, as it were, 
necessary occasions of conversation and com- 
pliment between herself and him, that per- 
ceiving her intention, and imagining his 
absence might have a favourable effect in 
putting a stop to this species of bravado, 
which he clearly perceived was levelled at 
himself, he resolved again to try the effect 
of absence on the passion which he was sen- 
sible had acquired so dangerous an ascend- 
ancy over him. 

But Rathsay, judging of the Earl by 
bimtdf^ never dreamed that, actuated by 
priudple alone, he was capable of thus 
strenuously opposing his passion for Agnes, 
and therefore concluded that he could only 
have idinqushed her society, that be might 
be saved ^e alternative of injuring his po- 
puboity with the clergy, by attending the 
tlMutre» oc increasing the King’s displea- 
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sure, by absenting himself from it. Of the 
Karl’s attachment to Lady Agnes he waa 
daily more and more convinced, as well as 
that it was in a great measure encouraged 
by her ; — for, goaded on by jealousy, and a 
determination to know his fate, he had ta- 
ken advantage of the former short absence 
of Cowrie from the palace to press on his 
own suit with Lady ^\gne8, and after all 
gentler methods of dismissing him failed, 
had been rejected most pointedly and dc- 
lidcdly, if not, as he thought, somewhat 
I’.aughtily. I'liis refusal was even more 
wouiuliiig to his pride than his love, and 
his resentful spirit boiled over in acts of as- 
perity to all around hiin. The only relief, 
therefore, that his heart knew atthispmod, 
was in conducting the Queen’s plan with 
regard to the players, or in listening to the 
King, whose humour, since hia bong out- 
voted in the General Assembly, and the 
opposition made to the playct% waa quite 
as discontented and petulant aa his Own 
N'2 
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for it was su^ested to him by Rathsay, 
and the other enemies of the Earl, that 
the powerful support which Gowric had of- 
fered to the members of the Kirk at Mon- 
trose was considered by the parties, both for 
and against the question then agitated, as 
but the dawning of that vast influence, 
which his increasing popularity promised 
to render in time unbounded. To this 
James gave full credit, from his own obser- 
vation of the spontaneous homage paid to 
the Earl by the multitude, which, even 
when he was present, displayed itself in 
murmurs of applause, or in shouts of tri- 
umph, whenever he appeared, frequently 
accompanied by the cries of — “ Down with 
the Bishops ! — long live the Earl of Cowrie, 
the aufq»rtcr of the good cause!” The 
Earl’s popularity was also much strength- 
ened by his personal appearance, which pre- 
sented to their sight all that was calculated 
to strike their imagination — manly beauty, 
grace, digni^, and condescension, surronn^ 
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cd by that a])propriate magnificence, and 
noble liberality, which his princely posses^ 
sions gai'c him the means of rendering so 
imposing. 

All this was gall and wormwood to 
James, who constantly lamented his own 
folly ill having restored to him the estatea 
of his father, since such liberality, and the 
other acts of kindness shewn to his family, 
had failed of conforming him to all hia 
w ishes ; for, though he well knew his pri- 
vatc opinions in church government not to 
be in unison with his own, yet he had con- 
tinued to flatter himself that the great be- 
nefits he had conferred on him and his fa- 
mily could not fail to bind him to his in- 
terest, in such measure as would at least 
prevent his openly espousing the cause of 
his adversaries, and that in time he might 
completely attach him to himselC The 
King’s eyes were now, however, opened, 
and, no longer able to deceive hintself with 
the hope of the Karl’s becomi^ his tool, 
disgust and aversion were quidUy locoeed* 
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ing to the favourable impression which the 
mildness of Cowrie’s manners, and his stri- 
king appearance, had at first made upon 
him. llathsay had so frequently spoken 
to the disparagement of Cowrie, that the 
King, though unacquainted with the mo- 
tives of his dislike, had not failed to no- 
tice its existence. It was to llathsay, there- 
fore, that James spoke openly of his dis- 
like of the Earl, concealing it from others 
with his accustomed dissimulation ; for if 
some change in the frankness of his man- 
ner had been visible to the brothers, it was 
not yet evident enough to attract the at- 
tention of spectators. 

Cowrie had, however, thwarted both his 
Majesty and llathsay in their leading pas- 
sion, and the pride of each had equally suf- 
fered* Their dislike of him was therefore 
become an abiding principle, which was yet 
to shew itself in its effects, when time and 
opportunity should sene. Meanwhile, the 
ICing did not neglect to pry into the cause 
thot rendered Iiis page’s sentiments of the 
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Earl so congenial to his own, and soon 
learned all the particulars of his disappoint* 
ed passion from his favourite, whom he 
assured of his support and assistance, and, 
in evidence of his sincerity, wrote a letter 
with his own hand to Lord Somerdale, the 
uncle of Lady Agnes, expressive of his 
approbation of a union between her and 
Ratlisay, and his earnest desire that ha 
should lay his commands on hia niece to re- 
ceive him as her destined husband, and to 
prepare for her marriage immediately. Bat 
till an answer to this letter should arrive, 
it was determined between the King and 
llathsay, that his Majesty should not inter- 
fere in his favour with Lady Agnes. 

Meanwhile, llathsay’i hatred of Gowrm 
did not confine itself to him, but often 
broke out in his. behaviour to Ruthven, 
whom he watched with the utmost as^ni* 
ty, putting at all times the wont eonstme* 
tion on the Queen’s levity of oondm^ to* 
wards him ; nor did he scruple at times to 
suggest to his Royal Mastor auch small 
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portions of these observations as might 
serve to set what he called the arrogance of 
Ruthven, and the undeserved favdur which 
the Queen shewed him, in a conspicuous 
view, and to make the King himself a more 
strict observer of many small incidents 
which would otherwise have escaped him 
for the jealousy of James was rather that 
of place and power, than of afiFection. That 
his marriage with Anne had been, like that 
of most other princes, the effect of expe- 
diency, unblessed by that freedom of choice 
and warmth of affection, which can alone 
confer happiness on the connubial state, 
whether of the king or the peasant, is 
vouched by the curious memorial he thought 
proper to leave his people when he em- 
barked on his matrimonial expedition to 
Denmark. The uneasiness of James, there- 
fore, proceeded more from his pride of pre- 
rogative bmg wounded, of which darling 
attiibate^ even in all its minor branches, he 
•mi ever the watchful guardian, than from 
tile agirny fiiat attacks the heart of him 
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wlio apprehends the alienation of a beloved 
wife’s affection; for to this he was abun- 
(kmtly iiidiflcrcnt, 

liallisay was thus ever like the demon- 
toad of Milton, infusing evil through his 
master’s ear, and, as we have said, making 
liiin become liimsclf an observer of the 
Queen and Hutliven, whose conduct gave 
l>ut too great colour to his insinuations 
for the Queeiu piqued by the interference 
of Cowrie, liad l)ecome, as we before hinted, 
like all imprudent and headstrong people, 
dctcrminctl to make the eause of offence 
more glaring, that slie might shew the more 
lier defiance of counsel. 

Tlie departure of fiovvrie, how'ever, did, 
as lie had calculated, in some measure check 
thi< bravado of the Queen’s; but the poi- 
son was already infused into the King’s 
mind, which was doomed to work ruin and 
woe ; and his Majesty putting the tame 
construction on the Earl’s abeenee from 
Edinburgh that llatlisay bad done, hie 
anger was still more inflamed i^gainst him. 



300 


ST JOHKSTOUN- 


— for iicitlicr was he capable of assigiinii: 
the true motive which liad caused the re- 
moval of the Earl. 

Gowric had been, for some time before 
his dej)arturc, extremely anxious to learu 
if I^ady Agues still adhered to lier deter- 
mination of retiring to a convent ; but she 
so miicli dreaded tlie etfect of liis eloquence 
on the subject of lier faitli, tliat slic had 
most assiduously shunned all private con- 
versation with him. lie could not, liow- 
cver, h(‘ar tliis susjieiisc, for he still flatter- 
ed himself, from the candid attention she 
had given them, tluit his arguments miglit 
possibly have weighed with lier, in what 
was to him a matter of sucli momentous 
consideration ; — if he could tnily keep her 
out of a conveut. there ^^as. he tlioiiglit, at 
least a possibility of her one day becoming 
a convert to liis own religion. On tliat 
hope, however improbable, did his whole ex- 
istence seem to hang. AVhen about to quit 
Edinburgli, he recollected a lumdred argu- 
ments which lie thought lie had ueglicted 
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to ur^^e, or had not enforced so strongly 4s 
he ini”lit liave done. He therefore 
great jiavt of the night previous to hnS dii* 
partnre, in eoinmitting^ta paper, for her con- 
sideration, all that niott forcibly struck him 
on the subject, apologmug at the same time 
for Using tlie ])rivilt'gc of friendship which 
she had allowed him. This address breathed 
the dee]) and ]u)\verful eloquence of trutli, 
and of I'liergctie wislies that it might be 
the means of ])r(‘venting her from taking 
tile (Ueisi\e sti p lie So much deprecated. 

'Fhe J 'arl ( iiclosed tliis pajicr in a letter 
to Ills hrutlier, mentioning its purport, ami 
begging him to take a jirivate opportunity 
of giving it to j^Vgnes ; he tlien intrusted it 
to Laurence, to deliver it into the hands of 
theMastcr of Ruthven. iMiurence had, how- 
ever, cauglit a glimpse of tlie direction to the 
Laily .Agnes as he busied himself in laying 
out the Karl's riding suit fur the journey of 
thefollowiug day, and t lie next momingw’ent 
to inform tlie .le'^uit of this discover}', and 
shew liiin the packet. It may be conjectured 
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that lie towlioin lie surrendered it did not al- 
low so favourable an opportunity to escape 
him of learning the secrets of ^\gnes and 
(iowrie. lie o))encd and read both letters, 
and, carefully closing tliem again, returiK‘d 
them to liis confidant, who then delivered 
them to the Master. 

It was witli great sur})rise I.ady Agnes 
receded the letter addressed to her from 
tlu^ hands of Ruthven ; but when she hatl 
read it, all the doubts created by her former 
conversation with Ciowrie, returned more 
forcibly tlian ever on her mind, and she 
thought, that if she remained at liberty, 
there was still hoj)e ; for though her fears 
told lier, that, according to human calcula- 
tion, it was absurd to expect that he shoidd 
ever embrace her faith, yet did she represent 
to herself that nothing was impossible with 
Ciod ; — and surely,’’ said she, “ never was 
a soul more worthy of a divine inteqx)sition, 

and oh ! what happiness it then would he 

to join my destiny with his!’’ 

This was the first time she had breathed 
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so distinct a wish, and she shrank from 
tlie deci(jt‘d form her ideas had taken ; for 
she wa^ conscious it was an evil omen of 
tlie situation of lier heart, when it could 
so audi))ly express its feelings on the most 
distant and irnj^rohahlc hopes. Vet to her 
young and ardent mind, the lesson of ha- 
nishing all its deliglitful visions of faney 
was hard, if not impossible; and all slie 
eould ])romise herself was, that .she would 
guard her sentiments with the iiiost sera- 
pulous care, not only from the Karl him- 
sell, but iVoni^^PK liuman being, and tiiat, 
seeking aid from above, slie would endea- 
vour to find the right path, and to follow it, 
whatever it might cost her. Idms did the 
innocent -Agnes pray and resolve, in the 
singleness of her heart : — she wa.s soon, 
however, to he put to the trial. 

It was the custom of her Majesty to go 
out freijuently on horseback, attended by 
the ladies of lier court ; and it was wlan 
I-.ady Agnes was one day attending the 
Queen in one of these expeditions, that, in 
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passing on her palfrey through the outer- 
gate of Holyrood, a venerable old man seized 
her bridle with one hand, so as to stop the 
progress of her honse for an instant, while 
he extended toward her with tlic otlier a 
blue bonnet that left his bald head and sil- 
ver hairs exposed to the action of the air, 
while, fixing on her face his mild yet iKne- 
trating eyes, he sued for alms. Agnes, 
immediately recognizing her mother’s con- 
fessor in the mendicant, stopped her pal- 
frey, and seeing a small piece of paper in 
the crown of the bonnet, qUi filly understood 
the purport of the application for money, 
and drawing out her purse, deposited a 
piece of coin in lieu of the paper, which she 
crushed within her hand, and returned mth 
her purse to her pocket, and, bending her 
head with a look of reverence to the old 
man, passed on, wondering what this might 
portend, but not daring to satisfy her cu- 
riosity by examining it till her return, 
when she readl these words ; — 
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“ If lie who delivers this has in aught 
desm ed the confidence of her to whom it 
is addressed, let her, at the hour of ten to- 
morrow night, join the faithful guide who 
will await her at the foot of the stairs lead- 
ing from the north gallery through the un- 
der passage to the outward court, and who, 
after pronouncing her u^e, will conduct 
her a short distance from the palace to the 
bearer of this, who has matter of much im- 
portance to communicate, and who conjures 
her, by the memory of her mother, to fear 
nothing, antJi^THsappoint him not.” 

Thus a^tj^d, by one whose sacred cha- 
racter she was bound to venerate, and the 
early recollections of whom were so strong- 
ly connected with the memory of her la- 
mented mother, she hesitated not a moment 
in determining, at all hazards^ to comply 
with the injmiction, and waited impatiently 
for the time that was to conduct her to his 
presence. 

The night fixed on for this interview vras 
one dedicated by the Queen to the repre- 



S06 


ST JOHKSTOUN. 


sentation of one of those masques in which 
she so greatly delighted, which was to be 
performed in the great hall of the palace by 
the English players^ after the model of one 
written for the amusement of Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s court. This circumstance had been 
seized on as par^cula/ly propitious to the 
absence of Agnes, giving her an opportunity 
of retiring to her own apartment when she 
might be supposed weary of the representa- 
tion, and which, on the so much wished for 
night, she accordingly accomplished, with- 
out attracting the particiiio3;.J’ioticc of any 
one, save Lady Beatrix and'liatiisay, who 
knew she was no particular admirer of the 
amusement, which so forcibly attracted 
every other person present. 


END OF VOLrME FIRST. 
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